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THE GREAT WAR: THE TIME OF LINDSAY WILLIAM HARRICKS

BACKGROUND

History does not tell the story of every individual. It chooses exceptional circumstances or those 
well documented. But we do know that the story of The Great War – World War 1 – was not the 
adventure that we were led to believe that our volunteer soldiers, nurses, doctors, engineers and 
cooks had thought they were embarking upon. What may have begun as such for some, soon 
developed into an horrendous period, broken by times of mateship, humour and extreme bravery.

Lindsay William Harricks’ four years away from Australia, from May 1915 to May 1919, is 
unfortunately lost in its detail but can be imagined by combining and cross referencing stories 
told, official documents and the most wonderful array of papers and mementos that have survived 
almost 100 years.

I am endeavouring to piece together all I can find, and make observations based on facts and from 
an amalgamation of snippets, stories and official records.

It is also a chance to provide a complete copy of everything I have uncovered so far for all members 
of our family or others who are interested in the events of that terrible time when Lindsay William 
Harricks (LWH) enlisted and fought for Australia and ‘The Empire’. I hope to provide some insight 
into LWH’s endeavours, people he knew and those items important enough for him to retain for a 
lifetime. I have tried to include everything that I can find relating to LWH but hope that it can be a 
work in progress as more is uncovered. 

Some of us knew LWH but were too young to appreciate the firsthand account of history that we 
were privy to, and only a few were able to pass on their accounts, stories and items from that time. 

Looking back, the unwillingness of men to talk about the war is now totally understandable to 
me – if we hadn’t experienced it ourselves, how could we possibly understand the horrors? 
Extensive reading can only give an impression of the horror - the sights, the smells, the sounds, the 
unimaginable physical and mental aguish. It is so important though to try and immerse ourselves 
in real accounts of what took place, not some romanticised or totally one-sided account. 

I don’t intend to tell the full story of a life - but only to detail some events of a time untold. I hope 
that as World War 1 centenary commemorations unfolded that a deeper insight evolved, especially 
as most of us have such a limited understanding of this important time in our history.

I have tried to accurately portray my readings and research and hope that this very brief retell of 
events will put our family documents into some perspective.

The story of LWH’s time in The Great War is one small piece of the overall history of the different 
world that existed 100 years ago, when around 8.5 million people, so many of them young men, 
died in little more than a four year period.

Photo taken in Ararat before departure.
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This was a war of new technologies and strategies, which were unfamiliar to most of 
the Allied high command and their officers. And the Australians belonged to a different 
breed of soldier to the rest. They were the ONLY fully volunteer military force. Almost 
half of the eligible males in Australia enlisted to support a nation and the Empire. 
Australian soldiers, like other Dominion troops, couldn’t return home for leave, 
although some injured went home to recuperate and then returned to fight on, and 
sometimes die. And then there were the battle zones of Gallipoli where thousands 
were trapped within a few square miles of constant danger for up to nine months 
without relief, miles from the nearest store and many miles from fresh water.

Australian troops (along with New Zealanders and Canadians) became an elite force 
over the four years of the war. They were bigger, stronger and fitter due to the 
‘Australian way of life’. Initially our army only needed to take the best of the best. 
Officers worked their way up the ranks through courage and expertise – not based 
on ‘class’.

We know so many of the stories of our losses at Gallipoli and on the Western Front 
at the Somme and Pozieres but the military victories at Hamel, Amiens, Mont St 
Quentin and Bellicourt from August to October 1918 have mostly been forgotten in 
our retelling of that time. LWH was present at so many of these but our generation 
know so little of what was endured.

How could men discuss such horror or explain the unexplainable to those at home. 
Much had been misrepresented in the press, due to censorship, misreporting and 
time lapse – the first reports even claimed Gallipoli as a victory. How could anyone not 
there understand the acts of kindness and mateship expressed alongside the death 
and sacrifice? Also, soldiers knew that much of the folklore that developed from the 
war was inaccurate. How could they break these ideals and legends by explaining the 
reality of the unbearable situations endured and the amazingly heroic endeavours of 
so many?

My readings so far have had many things in common: one being that they regularly 
bring me to tears at the sheer horror and heartbreak as events of the war unfolded. 

I hope that LWH would approve of my retelling of this period of his life and that we 
can all learn more of the implications of this time on the individual and, subsequently, 
others in his life.

Jennie Marshall (nee Harricks) 
Granddaughter of Lindsay William Harricks

LWH as a boy of about age 11, with his parents and siblings. 
L to R in photo
Charlotte nursing Lilian, Lindsay, Richard Harricks with Frances (Mick) on his knee & Alma. Circa 1907.
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Betty Moore 
Bertie Peacock

Geoffrey

Anthony 
Jane

John

Shane 
Mark 

Matthew 
Luke 
Adam

Merryn

Benajmin 
Samuel 
Rebecca

Andrew

Amanda 
Adrian

Ian

Trevor 
Brendan 

Karyn

Marjory Claire 
Lawrence Delahunty

Susanne

Renee 
Nichloas

Peter

Elise 
Gemma

Judith

Matthew 
Nikata

Graeme

Tess 
James

John Anthony

William John Richard 
Marjorie Campbell

David

Shane 
(Catriona, 
Imogen) 
Emma 
(Josh, 

Tristan, 
Caitlin) 

Penelope

Jennifer

Nathan 
(Kaylin, 
Emory) 
Thalia

Robert

Michael 
Claire

Richard

Megan 
Kate 

(Frankie) 
Bradley

THE HARRICKS FAMILY – ONAGH, ARARAT FROM 1857

William La Cumbre (1827-1905) 
Mary Jane Griffin

Thomas David (1830-1902) 
Emily Martha Josephine 

(Davies/Henderson (1833- )) 
Richard Wingfield (1835- ) 
Henry Dudley (1839-1884)

Anna Mary (1853) 
Mary Jane (1854-1939) 

Susan Caroline Sleeman (1856-1931) 
Emily Martha (1857) 

William David (1858-1938) 
Robert Henry (1860-1937) 
Annie Maria (1861-1942) 

Emily Martha Evans (1864-1940) 
Henrietta Hariet Henderson (1865-1938)

Richard Alfred (1866-1938) 
Charlotte Bates

Bessie Fanny (1868-) 
Isabella Dora Taylor (1872-1955) 

Elizabeth 
Ellen Lelitia (1873-1906) 

Thomas Albert (1876-1910)

Lindsay William (1896-1965) 
Alice Amelia Moore (1898-1977)

Alma Vera (1898-1996) 
Frances Leland (1903-1972) 

Thelma Lilian Scherger (1906-1974)

LWH with David, Robert & Jennie.

William Brabazon Dudley Harricks 
Anne Harrison
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When Britain declared war on Germany on 4 August 1914, Australia instantly followed. 
The Australian government offered a force of 20,000 to support the Empire. When 
recruitment began on 10 August 1914, thousands turned up all over the country to enlist. 

Due to the number of volunteers the Army was able to be selective, so medical and 
dental fitness was essential. They required men of 5 feet 6 inches or more, with a 34 
inch chest expansion and who were aged between 19 and 38 years. Obviously some 
pushed these boundaries and as the years progressed, restrictions were reduced. 

On 1 November 1914 our first large convey of boats containing the initial forces of 
the Australian Imperial Forces (A.I.F.) sailed from Albany, Western Australia, for Egypt.

Lindsay William Harricks was born in Ararat on 26 March 1896 and was only 18 when 
war first broke out. On 2 February 1915, at 18 years and 11 months old he enlisted in 
Ararat, with a letter of consent signed by both his mother and father.

ENLISTING: FEBRUARY 1915

Documents retained in the National Archives show that LWH was 5’8”, weighed 122lbs and his chest measurement was 35 inches 
upon enrollment.
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According to documents LWH was to report for duty by 9 February to the Sturt Street 
Depot in Melbourne. From there he was sent to the Broadmeadows Camp for training 
where he became part of the 2nd Division, 6th Brigade, 22nd Battalion, D Company of 
the Australian Imperial Force.

Australia was in the grip of a difficult period at this time, especially on the land. 
Australian soldiers were to be paid six shillings per day for their service, which was 
more than many could earn at home. It was also considerably more than most other 
countries paid their men. England paid one shilling a day. The Aussies were to become 
known as ‘six bob soldiers’ and even ‘six bob tourists’.

Early in our history it was understood that Australia needed to be able to defend itself. 
Australia had a small permanent armed force with an Army consisting of a part time 
militia, which as a result of the Defence Act of 1903 could not be employed overseas. 

From the 1860s, Military Drill had been essential and by 1907 all medically fit boys 
over the age of twelve had been required to serve as junior cadets, and those still 

at school or between 14 and 18 were senior cadets. While not to support war and 
fighting, it was reported that all should ‘prepare and be in readiness to defend his hearth 
and home’.1 As the casualties of war mounted into 1917 this was no longer seen as a 
compulsory activity in schools.

Attending Ararat Grammar School, LWH had been involved in the cadet scheme, and 
with his level of education this may account for his initial promotion from Private to 
Lance Corporal, on 1 May 1915, before leaving Australia.

The date on this postcard 
shows that he arrived at 
Broadmeadows Camp a 
day earlier than he was 
due.

1. From the ANZACS, PatsyAdam-Smith p13, reported by Lieutenant-Colonel Snee 1890.
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LWH embarked from Melbourne on board 
HMAT A38 Ulysses on 8th May 1915. The 
Ulysses was transporting the first contingent 
of 21st and 22nd Battalion men and 6th 
Brigade Headquarters staff.

Photo above right from centre of poster commemorating our Allies at war. Inside Charlotte's 
Prayer Book.
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Writing on back of framed poster ordered by LWH’s mother.

War between Germany and the Allies
Commenced 4th August 1914 & Ended 11-11-1919
Lord Kitchener was drowned by sinking of the Battle Cruiser “Hampshire” through striking a mine off Orkney Islands on June 5th 1916

Most Australians signed up thinking they were going to Europe to fight the Germans 
on the Western Front. Early in 1915 most had never heard of Gallipoli and so had no 
idea that they may go there or even that some would fight in Palestine (LWH’s future 

wife’s brother was killed here in 1917 on his second deployment following a return 
home recovering from injury). News would only just be filtering through of the Gallipoli 
landing, as they were leaving Australia, but not the disasters that followed.
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The Ulysses travelled via Ceylon (Sri Lanka), Suez Canal and Port Said to Alexandria, 
Egypt, arriving on 9 June 1915.

On 10 June 1915, the 21st and 22nd Battalions travelled by train from Alexandria to 
Zeitoun via Cairo and then marched to Heliopolis.

We get an insight into this time from post cards sent home. Unfortunately not all of 
the postcards from this set remain. The following cards, depicting Egyptian scenes, 
were sent from Heliopolis (now a suburb of Cairo) along with those written later but 
bought in Ceylon. They start discussing Ceylon but unfortunately the first card in this 
set is not known and we pick up with LWH from postcard 2.

TO EGYPT: JUNE 1915

POSTCARD NO.2

POSTCARD NO.1 IS MISSING

POSTCARD NO.3

There are some fine buildings there and the scenery 
was beautiful & everything was nice and green.  
The natives were very interesting. They are very fond 
of colours, when you are coming into the harbour 
the town just looks like a painting because there  
are so many colours about it. It was very hot 
crossing the Equator. Jack Lauder died shortly 
after leaving Colombo. He was well liked by all 
the boys who will miss him very much.

The party we had at Broadmeadows formed the 
firing party at the burial service. A military burial 
at sea is a very fine service which appeals to all. 
We came in sight of Arabia on 3rd June. Along 
the coast runs a range of very ruggard mountains 
and hills, which appear to be sandstone. They are 
very peculiar and hard to describe. Right along  
you can’t see a blade of grass nor a tree any 
where. It was very hot going
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Colombo Harbour from LWH's booklet The Hundred Best Views of Ceylon
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POSTCARD NO.4

through the Red Sea. When we were sailing 
between Africa & Arabia we saw some beautiful 
sun sets. I think some of the pictures no artist 
can paint. We reached Suez on 7th June. From 
what we could see of it, it wasn’t much of a 
place, we didn’t stay long there, we left early 
next morning. We enjoyed our trip through the 
Canal it was very interesting both from a military 
point of view and otherwise. Wouldn’t

POSTCARD 
NO.5 care to be soldiering in this particular part of 

the world. We passed a couple of passenger 
boats going through the canal and of course there 
was great cheering. I would of like to have seen 
Port Said in day light but it was dark when we 
arrived there and only stayed a few hours. Our 
trip on the boat ended on the 9th June when we 
arrived at Alexandria. That night the N.C.Os2 
were granted

2. NCO is a Non Commissioned Officer that includes all corporal and sergeant ranks. An NCO is 
responsible for small groups of men.  These ranks are bestowed by their commanding officer.
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POSTCARD NO. 6 MISSING

POSTCARD NO.7

POSTCARD NO.8

march about 3 miles out to the camp. We were 
very tired and very pleased when we arrived here. 
Next morning reveille was at 5 am, from then 
we commenced serious work. We are camped 
right against the town and we are allowed to go 
in there every night till 9.30 o’clock. We start 
drilling at 6 am and drill

till 9am. Have lectures during the heat of the 
day and drill again in the evenings. Heliopolis is a 
fine town and practically new. Yesterday being a 
holiday we hired a gharry3 and took a run round 
the town. There are some fine buildings here, a 
number of them have been turned into

3. A gharry is a horse-drawn cab or carriage used in Egypt.
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POSTCARD NO.9

hospitals. Now for a bit of life on board a troop 
ship. The ‘Ulysses’ is a fine ship. They say she is 
the second largest ship that has been to Australia. 
We had plenty of amusement, quoits, boxing, 
cricket and other games. The N.C.Os of A&B 
Coys4 played the N.C.O’s of C&D Coys which 
resulted in a win to us. I managed to make a few 
runs and take a [wicket]

we are looking forward to some fine times 
together. We posted two lots of letters on board 
which I suppose have reached you ere this. We 
are all anxiously awaiting our first mail. I will 
be sending a few things home shortly didn’t have 
time to get them away by this mail. You can 
pass these

POSTCARD NO.10 IS MISSING

Unfortunately the remaining postcards are missing.

POSTCARD 
NO.11

4. Coy is used throughout referring to Company
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18/6/15 – This postcard was sent to LWH’s younger brother Frances Leland (Uncle Mick as I knew him) who was seven years his junior.

 I presume that is the censors signature on the card.

TRAINING AT HELIOPOLIS: JUNE 1915

Dear Leland, 
Well old boy hope [how] are you. You ought to be over here and see all the 
donkeys and mules. There are no little ponies like Bobby here. This is a very fine 
building which is being built for the Egyptian Pasha it has taken years to build 
it. Stone being brought from all parts of the world to complete it. We can see 
it from the camp. Don’t forget to write me a letter some of these fine days.  
Love to all from your loving brother Lin 
22nd Battn AIF

Heliopolis 18th June 15  
On Active Service

Master F L Harricks 
Queen St 
Ararat 
Victoria 
Australia
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Heliopolis 
On Active Service

22nd June 15

Dear Leland

This is where we landed a fairly busy port isn’t it? We have been 
issued with thin Khaki shirts and short nicks. They are nice and 
cool after the thick uniforms we had. I suppose you are an expert at 
milking by this. Remember me to all the boys. Love to all at home 
and Onagh.

from your loving brother Lin

Camps around Cairo.
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The following 
scenes are from 
around the camp 
at Heliopolis and 
even show LWH’s 
tent.

Look carefully – X marks the tent of LWH in both of these photos.
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The history of the 22nd Battalion, 
‘With the Twenty-Second by Captain 
E Gorman MC’ and the stories on 
postcards, tell of days where reveille 
was called at 5am followed by lectures, 
training and parades twice daily 
before finishing the day at 7.30pm. 
Visits were made to Heliopolis, or 
with a Leave Pass, they were able to  
visit Cairo. 

The Battalion picnic to the pyramids 
involved leaving at 5pm for the 15 
mile walk to their base. Soon after 
midnight many Australians had 
climbed to the top. The following 
morning included a church service at 
the base of the sphinx and swimming 
races in the baths at Mena House. 
The return journey to Cairo was luckily 
by tram.
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LWH in front of the tents.

Many photos were taken 
highlighting places visited 
and events around the camp. 
These have been taken with 
privately owned cameras and 
are from LWH’s private album. 
Postcard photos of ‘mates’ 
were also shared and kept by 
LWH. Larger photos later in 
this document were obtained 
by LWH from official sources 
and placed in his album, with 
the originals held at the War 
Memorial, Canberra. 



1919

The 6th Brigade AIF comprised the 21st, 
22nd, 23rd & 24th Battalions working 
together in training and battle.

This group of Officers of the 23rd Battalion were photographed during happier times.
Capt FH Ward Died of Wounds on 2/8/16 during the fighting at Pozieres.
Lt AV Dwyer died on 3/12/15 following shrapnel wounds inflicted while on Gallipoli and was buried at sea.
Major J Pascoe returned on the ‘Castalia’ in 1919 with LWH.

Top: Lt R Blanchard was KIA on 4/10/17.  
Bottom: In May 1916 Captain Buckley was killed while on detached duty in a bomb 
accident at Fleurbaix. He had been injured on the Peninsula and rejoined the day 
prior to his death. He was the original Adjutant of the 22nd. (WT22p30).



20

TR
AI

N
IN

G
 A

T 
H

EL
IO

PO
LI

S

In August LWH attended and 
successfully completed a three week 
machine gun course at Zeitoun 
attaining the standard of a 1st class 
gunner. Following the completion 
of this course he was promoted to 
Corporal on 26 August 1915.

Back Row: Williamson, Hall, Fair, Findlay, Elliott, Smith, Trangmar, Harricks, Wood, Sherar, McMahon
2nd Row: Payton, Taylor, Reeves, Dodgshun, Steen, Newland, Torrens, Scanlon, Wright, Chalmers, Littler
3rd Row:  Smith, Anderson, Stevenson, Murrell, Sgt Mathews, Lieut King, Lieut Col Colston,  

Capt Cooke, Lieut Clarke, Corp Palling, Nealer, Compton
At the Guns: Lipscombe, Campbell, Baudinette, Ridgway

22nd Battn M.S.G Zeitoun Egypt 1st Aug ‘15 
The ‘Rag time” Section.
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This patch is from the sleeve of 
LWH’s shirt in the photo with MG 
embroidered on it – I assume 
from the Machine Gun course. It 
has other badges attached that 
were added in subsequent years.

Robert King, from Tatyoon who was in the 23rd Battalion, with LWH. 

Egypt 1st August 15
School boys once again. 
Bob & I dropped in and had it taken last Saturday. 
We are a bit brown on it aren’t we.
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28/8/15 
On Active Service

Dear Leland
This is the Citadel which was built in 1179 
A.D. by the famous Saladin (of the Crusades) 
with stone taken from the Pyramids. Glad to 
hear Charlie and Abba have enlisted. Hope I 
meet them one of these days. Love and best 
wishes to all from your loving brother Lin.

At the end of August 1915, camp was struck and 
members of the Battalion began marching on the 
afternoon of 29 August through Heliopolis to Zeitoun 
- for an unknown destination. 

X is LWH, now wearing the chevron indicating promotion to 
‘Corporal’, on his right sleeve.
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September - December 1915

GALLIPOLI 
BOUND:
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Travelling by train in crowded ‘dog-boxes’, the members of the 22nd Battalion took the 120 
mile trip to Alexandria and by 3am the next morning, 30 August, they were on board the ship 
‘Scotian’ for an unknown destination. 

They reached the Greek island of Lemnos on 2 September 1915 and it was noted that 
swimming in the harbour was permitted – a highlight of the stop. At this time they received 
news that the ‘Southland’ had been torpedoed en route, but fortunately not sunk. It contained 
members of the 21st and 23rd Battalions, including the 6th Brigade’s Commanding Officer 
Colonel Linton who was one of 40 deaths from the 1400 aboard. 

At 6.30pm on the evening of 4 September the troops boarded the ‘Osmanieh’ and were under 
stringent orders not to smoke or light matches. Shortly after midnight on 5 September 1915, 
the ridges of Anzac on the Gallipoli Peninsula were sighted, dimly looming through the dull 
light. Their world was about to change forever.

The 22nd Battalion were to relieve men of the 1st Division at Gallipoli whose appearance ‘bore 
testimony to the hardships they had undergone’.1 They went into a position opposite Johnston’s 
Jolly, linking up with the Lone Pine defences. ‘The Battalion commenced a tour of the front line 
duty, which lasted until evacuation.’2

They were not to join the stalemate against the Germans on the Western Front, but the 
disastrous confrontation with the Turks at Gallipoli.

GALLIPOLI BOUND: SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 1916

1. WT22 page 18 – from ‘With the Twenty-Second’ A history of the Twenty-Second Battalion, A.I.F. by Captain E. Gorman, M.C.  
2. WT22 page 19.

D Company Sergeants LEMNOS 1916
1. CF Cox, 2. R Mitchell, 3. WC Greig, 4. R Blanchard 
5. I Handsyde, 6. HL Jackson, 7. C Kennett,
8. AR Hampton, 9. AB Edgington, 10. AE Wilkinson
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Anzac Cove showing Johnston’s Jolly north of Lonesome Pine.

The history of Gallipoli is now well documented and it is difficult to 
read of the hardships encountered, particularly of those who were 
involved in the beach landing on 25 April 1915 and the August 
offensives, including the Nek and Lone Pine. Although the 22nd 
Battalion didn’t join the fighting until September the campaign that 
was to embody the ANZAC legend was, at that time, far from over. 

From ‘With the Twenty-Second’.
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The War Diaries of the 22nd Battalion, kept at the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra and written at this time by Lt-Col RA Crouch, relate their landing at 
Anzac Cove.

Lemnos 
Sept 3 10pm  Landing officer called and stated 22 Batt leaves  

by Osmanieh for Anzac 11am tomorrow to take  
1 days ration and 2 days iron ration.

Sept 4 6.15  Osmanieh arrived and we embarked leaving  
at 7pm.

Anzac
Sept 5 6.30am  Arrived Rest Gully, 22 Batt disembarking in  

5 large barges. 2.30am to 6am walked of  
2 miles after landing, 23rd already arrived and  
24th following later. Men in dugouts. Dug out 
several dead bodies. General Holmes took me

  around the 5th Brigade lines and showed us dead 
unburied bodies 10 yards from Trench- there  
3 weeks pointing out bodies Col White, Lt 
Harper and Major McIntosh. Several bodies buried 
in trench. Pair Turkish feet obtruding and skull 
visible. Stench and flies awful. Saw general line of 
Turkish Trenches. General Monash Brigade and 9th 
English Division on our North to Shivba (?) Point 
and intend to go to “W” Hill. At present time we 
hold on South part of Lone Pine Hill.

AWM4 22 Bn Diaries September 1915 pages5-6.    
Written by Lt-Col RA Crouch.
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The Twenty-Second became accustomed to the routine of trench life and death, with 
casualties occurring due to shellfire, gas bombs, bombardments, mining, counter 
mining, snipers and illness. Food and water became an issue towards the end of the 
year with bread often contaminated by salt water, and drinking water scarce. The 
Battalion endeavoured to keep trenches clean to keep sickness low, even though the 
horrors of ‘No Man’s Land’ lay so close by. 

The contrast between the severe heat experienced during summer and until the end 
of September, which produced dysentery and persistent flies, with the snow and cold 
at the end of November was unbearable. Machine guns had to be thawed by the 
cooks’ fire and worn, weathered boots gave little protection from the cold. 

Many of the supplies were brought from Alexandria, Egypt, so when the autumn and 
winter storms disrupted shipping, rations were dramatically reduced. The water carts 

made by J. Furphy & Sons of Shepparton were the inspiration for the Australian slang 
for a rumour, or ‘furphy’, as it was the men dispensing water from these carts who 
passed on the rumours of what was happening away from the front. 

By the end of November water was so scarce and the weather so cold that snow was 
collected and melted in billy cans.

The ‘big storm’ that came to Gallipoli on 27 November 1915 included the worst blizzard 
on the peninsula for 40 years. There was no adequate cover and it was amazing that 
only one man died from exposure at ANZAC Cove, even though hundreds suffered 
from frostbite. At Suvla, only about five miles further north, 200 drowned or were 
frozen to death, and 5000 experienced frostbite. 

Although they were surviving the stalemate, the Allies were not going to survive a 
winter in those conditions.

Our sniping quiet, enemy presenting few targets.
Our artillery shelled at intervals CHESSBOARD. 
On account of extreme cold Machine Guns 
fired short bursts during the night at selected 
targets to prevent water in Jacket freezing.

AWM 22nd Diaries 28.11.15 written by Major R Smith.

Furphy tank owned by the Harricks family.
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Those who died from the Twenty-Second during 1915.

Verse kept by LWH.
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Records located at the National Archives document the movements of LWH.

Awarded in 1917 to Gallipoli veterans the Anzac ‘A’ was worn on their colour patch with great pride.

LWH was among the casualties at Gallipoli at this time, suffering from severe frostbite 
to his legs.

Back home in Ararat his family received the following message.

Documents from the National Archives show that LWH suffered severe frostbite to 
his feet and legs and was admitted to the 21st General Hospital in Alexandria on  
6 December 1915. He was sent to Ras el-Tin Hospital in Cairo on 15 December and 
was discharged to the Australian Base Mustapha for duty on 31 December 1915. 
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Letters were sent between LWH’s father, Richard Harricks, and authorities with 
enquiries about his health and reports of his progress. They are a part of the 
documentation recorded at the National Archives. 
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Queen Street
Ararat
21st Jan ‘16
My Son Corporal L.W. Harricks No 833 in 21st Alexandria Hospital 
about 6th ult. and later sent to Raseltine Hospital. His family would like 
to know how he is progressing. Will you kindly inquire and advise.
Yours respectfully RA Harricks

From the correspondence sent we know how quickly LWH’s family were advised of 
his ill health. It is difficult to imagine the paperwork involved in keeping all records 
up to date and relaying the dreadful news to so many families. From such a distance 
the uncertainty, and at times long wait, to hear news must have been stressful and 
heart wrenching, no matter what the injury. Some families were not so fortunate and 
confirmation of death may have come years after the war concluded.

The devastation at Gallipoli caused by winter storms heightened the concern that 
both food and water, along with ammunition and guns, may be blocked by the storms. 
Bringing reinforcements in or transporting injured and sick soldiers out to hospitals 
would also be at risk. With a long winter ahead there was no prospect of advancement 
and concerns were heightened of larger German artillery arriving. Finally the decision 
to evacuate the Gallipoli Peninsula was made. 

It was estimated that up to 50 per cent casualties might have been inflicted if the 
Turkish Army became aware of the evacuation plan. Therefore, secrecy and illusion 
were essential and elaborate plans implemented to make it appear the Australians 
were settling in for the winter.

How fortunate for all that the stealthful evacuation of Anzac Cove was successfully 
concluded on 20 December 1915, without incident or death. It was a logistical miracle, 
even more so with the final strategy of evacuation not determined until late.

LWH was by then already in Egypt. 

The 22nd Battalion suffered 616 casualties during their time on the peninsula 
including 60 deaths. 

The reality for Australian and New Zealand troops at this time was not that they had 
been defeated, but had held on when they had no right to do so. 

Aust Imperial Forces
The Base Records Office
Vict Barracks Melbne
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Page 1 & 10. This letter was written by LWH after he was affected by frostbite. It gives an interesting account of his life at that time, remembering that all mail had to pass the censors before 
being sent home. I have not copied all the pages but have transcribed all that they contained as it was written.
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“Hello”!!!
H.M. Hospital Ship “Gloucester Castle” Sunday 5th Dec 15
My dear Mother,
No doubt you will be surprised to see where I am writing this from, well don’t 
be alarmed I’m only suffering from “frost bite” in the feet caused by the spell 
of cold weather mentioned in a previous letter. The other night (Wed) I told 
my platoon commander (Mr Slater) that my feet were a bit sore so he got 
permission for me to take my boots off. Went to bed. At 3 am I was called to 
do my shift 
but could not get my boots on again so Jellicoe who was the sergeant on duty said 
you had better go back to bed Larry I can see a trip on board the “pretty ship” 
(that is what we call the hospital ships) in sight for you! In the morning I went 
to the doctor for the first time since landing in Gallipoli 13 weeks ago. He had a 
look at one foot and said come back here at 9 o’clock with your pack & waterproof 
sheet. When the time came I did not like leaving all my old pals and the lads 
on my post were very sorry I was going. Bob King1 will get a shock next time he 
comes down haven’t seen him for some time as things have been fairly lively. For 4 
hours last Monday the artillery were at it hammer and tongs and it was like hell 
in the trenches. Things were worse up Bob’s way hope nothing happened to him. 
No doubt Bob will feel a bit lonely now that
Tab2 and I are away. At 9 o’clock we were sent to the 6th Field Ambulance from 
there to the Clearing Hospital on the beach where we were kept for about 36 
hours. While here shells were landing round us all the time. At one time they 
landed so close that an order came along for those who could walk (I might tell 
you we had to walk up and down those darnd hills to the beach) to be ready to 
duck into the sap3 which is dug near the hospital. One poor fellow had his leg 

blown off the other day while in the sap. Anyway we didn’t have to duck. Now 
one might gather from the above that the Turks are shelling our hospitals, well 
that is not so. Our big guns are situated right round the hospitals. The guns were 
there first the hospitals erected later so you see the authorities must have known 
what to expect. Give Joe Turk his due he has fought very fairly so far.
There were 34 in the ward I was in, a rumour went round that we would not 
get away until Tuesday but about 5 o’clock Friday evening a chap came in and said 
send out 15
walking patients at once. You ought of seen the rush of ‘crook footers’ I think I ran 
about 11th. Managed to hobble down to the pier then on to a barge which held 
about 300 of us. Australians, Tommies and Gurkahs. All mixed up together. The 
hospital ship was about a mile out so it was dark when we got aboard her. Well 
I can tell you I was not sorry to get away from it all, and a spell will do a fellow 
good. This is a glorious ship everything so comfortable and we are well looked after 
by nice nurses and lads of the Royal A.M.C. from England. As soon as we came 
on board each one was given a box containing the following a pipe, a tin of Capstan 
tobacco and four packets of Woodbine cigarettes and the following was on the lid 
“With compliments of the Union Castle Line and their best wishes for our Speedy 
Recovery”. We all thought it very kind. As soon as we were allotted to our wards 
we all had a hot
bath it was my first for about 10 weeks hadn’t even washed my face for over a 
month as water was very scarce and we couldn’t get it. The meals are great after 
what we got in the trenches fresh bread instead of biscuits and mutton in lieu 
of bully4 eh what! Early this morning we left Gallipoli and we are now in the 
harbour at Lemnos. A chap in the bed above me can speak the Gurkah Language 
they are around about every few minutes talking to him. We have great fun with 

1. Bob King-from Tatyoon had already been evacuated with ‘melancholia’ following this severe shelling. 2. Tab may be Edmund Talbot from Moyston, also evacuated ill in December.
3. sap - is a deep and narrow trench dug from an existing trench used to approach an enemy position. 4. bully - tinned bully beef-their diet staple.
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them they are fine chaps and great fighters. At 6 am this morning the C of E 
Minister held a communion service. I enjoyed it very much it was the first time I 
had been to a service since leaving Egypt. We don’t know where we are going to but 
think it will be to Egypt as it is warm there. Frost bite is a funny complaint, not 
very painful hope it keeps me away till after the winter have no desire to see the 
lovely falls of snow etc. The only thing that
worries me is my mail and the Christmas box from the Mutual Store. As soon 
as we reach our destination I will send my address over to the boys who promised 
to forward mail etc on to me. I believe there was mail on the beach for us to. 
Well dinner wil be on in a few minutes so had better get ready. Had a bonza 
dinner - Roast-beef, green peas, potatoes and sago custard. What oh -
6th Dec -
We left Lemnos yesterday afternoon and we are now sailing along for we don’t care 
where. Cigarettes were issued to us twice yesterday. We are living like lords. Before 
we go to sleep at night we get a cup of cocoa and a slice of bread butter and jam. 
Who wouldn’t be a wounded or sick soldier eh! Thought of all my pals yesterday 
as I was eating dinner. They would be tearing into a tin of “bully” if not too tired 
of it. When I left we had been on 1/2 rations for a fortnight and no water.
Tuesday 7th Dec
Here we are again! We have had a lovely trip over, it has been very calm. We expect 
to reach Alexandria this afternoon about 4 o’clock. Suppose we will be sent to one 
of the hospitals in Cairo or Heliopolis. Hope the boys arrive over here shortly and 
are camped somewhere near where I am. What a time we would have. Will look 
Mr Bev and Major Brown up as soon as I get about. I have just been counting 
how much capital I have. Find I’ve got £1.16.10. Have only drawn £3- since we 
left Egypt. So you see I have a bob owing to me. I don’t think you can draw much 

while in hospital. I was reading a magazine and saw a sketch which struck me as 
very funny. There are a couple like Mums and Dads in a buggy and the horse is 
bolting for his life. The old girl sings out. Stop him Henry! Stop him.
Swear if you have to! Just what Mums would say. Well Xmas will soon be here 
now won’t it? Has Jean returned yet? Wouldn’t mind being home for the harvest, 
have forgotten what the smell of hay is like. Still address letters etc to the old 
address as I don’t suppose it will be very long before I am back again. By the time 
you receive this I ought to be about fit to put in an appearance again. I might tell 
you I will not return until I’m sent. Well I think this is all for today so I’ ll have a 
smoke and perhaps I’ ll hobble up on deck for a blow. Doing things in style eh what!
We reached Alexandria yesterday afternoon but did not pull into the dock until this 
morning. At about 9 o’clock the walking patients were sent to Cairo, worst luck 
I was put down as a stretcher case we were left behind. I am now in the 21st 
General Hospital Alexandria. Most of the hospitals are just about full now. I am in 
a tent along with 15 others. All very comfortable. The hospital is right against the 
beach and what we can see of it, it’s a fine place. Judging by what we had for 
dinner (chicken and custard) we are in for a good time. The fellows here told us a 
number of chaps suffering from ‘frost bite’ had been sent to England during the last 
few days. Wouldn’t mind if they sent me to England too!
As we were being carried from the boat to the ambulance we were given a 
hankerchief (and it had a drop of perfume on it) and a packet of fags. If we got 
much more of this we won’t want to go back to the front at all. Well Mother 
dear I think I have given you my history since leaving the trenches so will close 
with love and best wishes to all at “Onagh” and “Viewmont”.
from 
xxx Your loving Son xxxxxxxx Lindsay xxxxxxxx
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I had the privilege to visit Gallipoli and ANZAC Cove with my family in early April 
2010. This emotional journey through the monuments, cemeteries and landscape 
is now giving me a reference to some battles in our history. We also visited the 
Turkish cemetery where even through language difficulties we were made to feel very 
welcome by the local population. The legacy of the Ataturk commitment continues.
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‘Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their lives... You are now living  
in the soil of a friendly country. Therefore rest in peace... 
After having lost their lives on this land they have become our sons as well.’

All that now remains of the ‘Sphinx’, which once towered above the ANZAC headquarters at Anzac Cove.

Anzac Cove and Nathan (LWH’s Great Grandson) tries to imagine what it was like nearly 100 years ago 
for men of a similar age.

A small rock was my memento from Anzac Cove
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LWH spent New Year’s Eve of 1916 at Ras el-Tin Hospital, Alexandria, Egypt. He then returned to Cairo with time spent at the Giza Camp (LWH spelt it Gheza), where 
excursions were a regular event. The Australians were to spend the European winter 
resting, recovering and training in Egypt to make the most of the warmer climate.

LWH’s photos show a selection of landmarks visited.

BACK IN EGYPT: JANUARY – MAY 1916
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Excursions included to the Cairo Zoo.

I’m not sure who were the lucky ones to bunk in these 
barracks at Abbassia!

Abbassia Barracks near Cairo Look for the x showing LWH’s room.
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The size of the pyramids must have been inspiring, and some were even able to climb to the top!!
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EG
YPTLOVELL WRIGHT (photo on left) & LWH (photo on right) about to return from the Pyramids 1916.Sent to LWH’s sister Alma.

Lovell Wright died 27 February 1917 from multiple shell 
wounds near Albert, France.

He was only 19 years of age.

Lovell and LWH attended school together in Ararat.

The Guard Tent, 
better known as the “Clink” in rear.
Hope you don’t think we are inside.
Lovell is anxiously waiting for the “picture tooker”  
to get the job over.
Sgt Lovell Wright & Corporal Lindsay Harricks
2nd Div O’S Base Camp
Gheza
Egypt 1916
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The 22nd Battalion as part of the 2nd Division were at this time 
camped in the desert near Tel-el-Kabir, before they sailed for 
France at the end of March 1916. This camp reduced many of the 
temptations of Cairo and allowed space for the four AIF Divisions 
regrouping and training in Egypt.

LWH remained in Egypt for a further two months recuperating 
from his severe frostbite. He was transferred to Tel-el-Kebir 
training camp near the Suez Canal and 40km from Ismailia, on 
29 April 1916. 

Roland Harricks is a cousin of LWH.

Although difficult to see, this picture places W. A. Kilpatrick, also from Ararat, and LWH at Gheza (Giza) Camp on 5 March 1916.
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Railway Transport Requisition ticket from Cairo to Tel el Kebir dated 29/4/16. Four Australian Divisions were camped here prior to departure to France.
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LWH travelled to Alexandria in May, where as a member of the British Expeditionary 
Force (the British Army in France and Belgium of which the AIF is a part), he sailed, 
again on the ‘Scotian’, with 17 Officers and 1317 Other Ranks to France. 

LWH disembarked at Marseilles on 18 May 1916, but all troops from the ‘Scotian’ were 
placed in quarantine till 2 June with concerns of a small pox and measles outbreak. He 
was then cleared to commence ‘details’ in France before once again joining his Battalion.

While the green grass of France was refreshing after the sand of Egypt, in reality they 
were just moving from one hell to another.

This Field Service Pocket Book 1914 owned by LWH also contains notes from his first 
lecture at the MG course.
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The Australians were only involved in fighting along small sections of the 475 
miles of the Western Front. By 1916 Germany had the time to make massive 
concrete bunkers to reinforce the stronger positions they held, in what had 
basically become a stalemate situation.

We know that LWH was not with the 22nd Battalion when they landed in 
France in April 1916. Service records indicate that LWH landed in France on  
18 May, was in quarantine till 2 June and may well have been involved in training 
with the BEF while at the AIF training base at Etaples.

We do know from their official history that the 22nd Battalion, as part of the 
2nd Division, were among the first Australian Division to land in France and by 
all reports were well received at every stop. From the ports of Marseilles they 
travelled by train then marched to the reserve line at Fleurbaix, near Fromelles 
on the night of 7 April 1916. They arrived with sore and swollen feet, not used to 
the cobblestones after months on sand. After eight days in reserve the Twenty-
Second relieved the 21st Battalion on the front line. While this was thought of as 
the ‘nursery sector’, patrols soon began to collide with the enemy.

Early in May the 6th Brigade (21, 22, 23 & 24 Battalions) returned to the reserve 
position. For six weeks they trained, did fatigues, journeyed to and fro in full 
marching order and completed wiring and digging tasks. 

When moving from the reserve line into the Rue du Bois salient1 (Fleurbaix, south 
of Armentieres, France) on 17 June the 22nd Battalion came under intense fire. 
The company that held the position suffered heavy casualties. The 22nd was 
relieved by the 23rd prior to handing the sector to the New Zealanders on 3 July. 

That night was marked by an intense bombardment.

THE WESTERN FRONT: MARCH 1916

Map showing part of the Western Front in 1916. The trenches of the ‘Front’ continued to the Swiss border.1. A salient is a military position that projects into the position of the enemy.
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Less than 20 days later the newly arrived 5th Division was the first for Australia to see 
serious combat on the Western Front. Intended as a feint to keep the Germans from 
moving troops to the Somme, seven hours of bombardments preceded the 6pm attack 
on 19 July. By 8am the hastily conceived and futile battle of Fromelles was lost but resulted 
in the highest ever one-day death toll for Australia – 1,917 dead from the 5533 casualties. 

In 2009, 250 soldiers buried in a mass grave behind the German lines at Pheasant 
Wood were recovered and reinterred in marked graves in the new Pheasant Wood 
Memorial Cemetery. Of these, identification of 144 Australians was made through the 
use of DNA testing.

Only recently has this chilling time been given its full place in history.

One of my section  
‘A bonza fellow’ 
No 823  
Pte J. H. Greenwood 
D Coy 
22nd Battn

Pte Greenwood died of wounds on 21/6/16 
while at the Rue du Bois salient.

Section of Ordnance Survey 1912 map, titled Tournai 5, kept by LWH. In part it shows the town of Lille, 
which lies 15 km east of Fromelles. The Belgium border is shown in red.
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Further south the British and French offensive on the Somme had begun on 1 July following a week-
long bombardment of enemy positions. The English artillery failed to adequately cut wire or destroy 
the well bunkered in German defenders. What followed was the worst day in British military history 
with 57,470 casualties of whom 19,240 men were killed. 

It was well known that the 22nd Battalion as part of the 2nd Division would move south and participate in this 
horrific offensive action, which was to last for five months and only halted by the terrible winter conditions.

Early July saw the Twenty-Second camped in La Becque for four days. 

LWH joined the 22nd Battalion on 2 July, a most inopportune time.

The Twenty-Second reached Renescure on 9 July and at 
2am on 11 July started a four-mile march to St Omer Station 
in time for the 7.30 train south. Travel through Calais, 
Boulogne and Etaples took them to Amiens, then a 10-mile 
march to Ailly-sur-Somme and billets at Breilly, completing 
20 miles (32 km) of ‘excellent’ marching for the day.

Two weeks after arrival on the Somme and the 22nd 
Battalion was ready to ‘play its part’. Firstly four days of 
drill, practising new attack formations, route-marching and 
swimming at Breilly, then short stays moving ever closer till 
early on 25 July the march, past the ruins of Albert, had them 
on the verge of the front line. The Brickfields were reached 
before breakfast - packs were dumped and fighting order 
assumed. News reached them of the 1st Division successes.

Albert, France showing ruined Basilica of Notre Dame 
de Brebieres and the ‘Leaning Virgin’, shown both in a 
photo and in a newspaper cutting kept by LWH.

A very fine place once.
Fritz is too far back so knock it down now.



49

FRAN
CEAWM HQ 2nd Division Diaries July 1916 p 43 

13/7/16 billets, behind Amiens, prior to the Somme battles, 
incredible detail required for all elements of war.

A poem kept by LWH. 
A hint of things to come.
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The 22nd Battalion passed the battered group of 1st Division men who had successfully 
taken Pozieres. This had been the objective of the British Army on day one of the battle 
of the Somme, three weeks earlier. As part of the 2nd Division the 22nd Battalion 
relieved the 6th Battalion on the evening of 25 July 1916. They moved through the 
notorious Sausage Gully (Valley), ‘where guns were massed wheel to wheel’ taking care 
to avoid injury from their ‘flash’. C and D Companies occupied the hastily constructed 
front line trenches between the cemetery and what was once an orchard beyond the 
village of Pozieres. A and B Companies were in Kay Sap. 

The fire from the enemy was relentless and accurately aimed at the crowded trenches. 
Pozieres had now become a salient with enemy fire aimed at them from the east and 
north. During the four days the Battalion held the line no one slept, yet they held the 
line while gas and shellfire caused immense damage in the crowded trenches, killing, 
wounding and burying many. During only one two-hour period 126 men of the Battalion 
were carried out by stretcher-bearers. All B Company officers became casualties.

While engaged in an attack on O.G.1 and O.G.2 (Old German Lines 1 & 2), under Major 
M.N. Mackay, LWH’s D Company reached the German wire and were digging in, but due 
to the failure of the major operation were ordered to withdraw, which they did under 
cover of fog. 

The work of the runners in attempting to distribute orders was remarkable and even 
when shot down shortly after leaving the trench their places would be taken by others. 

The Twenty-Second was scheduled to be relieved at 10.30pm on the night of 29 July, but 
the bombardment was so intense that it could not be completed till dawn.

POZIERES: JULY – SEPTEMBER 1916

‘It is not easy to write the story of Pozieres, the bloodiest and most costly 
battle in which the Battalion was ever engaged’.

‘Though the weather was hot, the dead could not be buried. The shells, 
malignant and relentless, killed wounded and buried living and dead together. 
Through the inferno men worked and carried, or, what was harder, only 
waited in the tortured sap for a shell which was inevitably to come upon 
them. The most amazing feature of these days was the alacrity with 
which men volunteered for almost certain death. No task was too dangerous 
to deter them, and those who knew became for all time convinced that 
the Australian soldier was without equal ’

WT22 page 33

WT22 page 34

Australian lines after 
2nd Division attack 
on the night 28/29July 
and 4/5 August 1916 
showing the location of 
22nd Battalion at this 
time in relation to the 
positions of Pozieres 
and Mouquet Farm.
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It was on 30 July that LWH 
was promoted to Temporary 
Sergeant while in the field.

From the 22nd Battalion 65 men 
were killed in action or from their 
wounds in less than a week.

The artillery attacks that were 
endured are hard to imagine, 
with constant shelling creating 
casualties that were literally 
piling up, limiting access to those 
wounded or opportunities to 
bury the dead.

Map showing Albert and Sausage Gully to 
Pozieres and Mouquet Farm. From ‘The 
Battles of The Somme’, Philip Gibbs
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The War Diaries as completed by CO Lt Col R Smith, give a first-hand account into his 
experiences with the 22nd Battalion at Pozieres.

- ON MARCH- LEALVILLERS TO ALBERT - 26/7/16 
Received orders from Brigade at 3AM to move to ALBERT via VARENNES, 
HEDAUVILLE. Left billets in LEALVILLERS at 4.25AM and arrived at 
ALBERT where the Bn bivouacked at 8.30AM. There was not time to prepare 
breakfast hence men marched on empty stomachs. Bn had several hours rest during 
the morning - afternoon spent in preparing for trenches. Circular discs issued 
to each man and worn on back well up between shoulders2. Packs etc left with 
transport lines near ALBERT. At 5.30PM the Bn moved off passing through 
ALBERT to SAUSAGE VALLEY where the Bn was issued with picks, shovels, 
two Mills Bombs each and two sandbags. Three Gas Alarms on account of Gas 
shells in the VALLEY - about X15 Central- before the Bn moved off at 11PM. Bn 
moved off to relieve 6th Bn A.I.F. in POZIERES. Casualties Nil.

AWM War Diary 22nd Bn 6th INF BDE A.I.F.

FIRING LINE - POZIERES - 27/7/16
Relieved 6th Bn AIF at 4.30AM occupying trenches in POZIERES. Two Coys 
“C”&”D” in front line. Two Coys “A”&”B” in Support. Disposition:- “C”Coy 
Trench X4b6.3 - X4b2.6. “D”Coy Trench X4b2.6 - X4a8.8 “A”Coy X4c5.4 
- X4c4.9 “B”Coy X4c4.9 - X4a4.3. (Lewis Machine Guns at Strong Points 
R34d2.3 and X4a9.7) Two guns each with C&D Coys in front line and two guns 
with A&B Coys. Total 8 guns. The 19th Bn, 5th Bde AIF and 24th Bn 6th 
Bde AIF on Right and Left of our position respectively.
Enemy shelling commenced at 6.30AM in response to our Artillery Fire. Enemy’s 
fire slackened at 7.15AM but re-commenced at 8.30AM. Shelling intense. Majority 
of shells fell within 100X [yards] of rear of Firing Line. Enemy’s objective appeared 
to be front line but his artillery failed to get exact range. At 9.15AM a small party 
was observed behind enemy’s front line directly in front of our “C”Coy, party was 
dispensed by our rifle fire.
During the afternoon in front of whole Bn sector enemy seen moving along a trench 
inside their own lines - it would appear as if the trench were filled in in places
Continued-

2. These discs were to be perfect targets on retreating soldiers.
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The Support Trenches occupied by “B” Coy were heavily shelled. Casualties heavy. 
All officers of this Coy casualties. At 4PM proposed to Brigade to dig trench 
to strengthen our line on our right. 5th Bde to co-operate. Proposal approved 
and orders received from Bde to carry on the work but 19th Bn 5th Bde stated 
impossible to supply men to dig new trench but were improving original trenches 
which we were also doing. Proposal had to be abandoned. The ranging of enemy’s 
artillery improving, getting on to our front line are accurately using principally 5.9s 
and shrapnel. At 5PM enemy threw out wire opposite our right flank and the left 
of the 5th Bde. Enemy about 100 strong observed moving forward into the trenches 
wearing packs. Our trenches were improved during the day and are fairly intact and 
defensible. At 9PM received orders from Bde to reconnoitre line of approach for 
attack by us on left also report on condition of wire at forming up places. Reported 
as follows:- (a) The best line of approach is the trench running from X4c6.3 to 
R33d8.4. The 24th Bn are occupying portion of this trench up to R34c0.2 from 
the point to where the trench crosses the line R34c2.7 to R34d4.3. The trench 
is occupied by the Middlesex. The enemy are in occupation of the same trench about 
30-40X away. This is a strong bombing point.
(b) The wire is cut about and is in rather poor condition. Forming Up Place to be 
trench occupied by Middlesex and running from R14c1.2 to X3b4.7
Casualties 
1officer (2nd Lt AJ Hart) killed  19 OR killed 
5 officers (Capt ARL Wiltshire, Capt R Andrew, Lt ET Bazeley,  
2nd Lt BS Tapner (DOW on 29) 2nd Lt HP Frasier) wounded  
129 OR wounded 19 OR missing

FIRING LINE - POZIERES - 28/7/16
“B”Coy and one platoon from A C & D Coys sent back from POZIERES to 
SAUSAGE VALLEY before dawn. Platoons were No 4, 12 and 13. The shelling 
throughout the morning consisted of bursts of intense fire lasting for about 15 
minutes followed by comparative calm. The whole position was subjected to this 
bombardment. During the afternoon the situation remained normal. During the 
night orders App 1 received from Bde for attack. Issued orders App 11. Report on 
operations App 111. All orders issued in App 11 & 111 carried out very satisfactorily.
Casualties - 14 OR killed 1 officer (2nd Lt GH Allen) wounded 95 OR wounded 
2 OR missing
FIRING LINE - POZIERES - 29/7/16
Throughout day enemy shelling fairly intense. Received orders from Bde that 21st Bn 
would relieve 22nd Bn at 7PM and also that strong point R 34d23 be improved 
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On 8 July 1916 the strength of the Battalion had been 30 officers and 1009 OR. In 
3 weeks the Battalion was reduced by 441 men, thereby enduring 42% casualties.

and communication trench started and to dig assembly trench from X4a6.3 - 
X4b5.4. At 10.40PM our barrage appeared to be increasing. Enemy barrage which 
is in rear of Firing Trench appears to be working over to our right. ? red flares going 
up from our extreme right on left brigade (5th). Green & red flares going up from 
German lines. 10.50-11PM. Gas shells necessitating helmets. 11PM Barrage lifted 
to road and Chalk Pit. 11.10PM Fire slackening and has lifted off front trenches. 
11.40PM Enemy appears to have got into 5th Bde trenches. Have sent forward 11/2 
platoons 21st Bn to my extreme right to assist.
Casualties- 3 OR killed 1 officer (Capt WH Bunning) wounded 21 OR wounded
FIRING LINE - POZIERES - 30/7/16 
12.15AM reported that 11/2 platoons 21st had arrived on extreme right 5th Bde 
had not been bombed. Enemy barrage very severe rear of firing trench. 12.50AM 
Barrage so severe that 21st Bn cannot carry out relief. 1.40AM Enemy fire 
slackening, decided to carry on with relief but 23rd Right Coy to be relieved 
first after that left Coy 23rd then C&D Coys 22nd and then to carry on with 
assembly trench. At 2.50AM Major Duggan 21st left to take forward the relief of 
22nd Bn. After this enemy barrage increased. All guides used up - a number of 
casualties among guides.
At 5AM Major Duggan reported that he and his guides had been lost since 3AM 
and was just then coming back for 21st to relieve 22nd. Very heavy fog. Barrage 
still strong. Guides lost their way

owing to alteration of ground by shell fire. At 6AM relief complete. Thick fog. Barrage 
slackening and continued assembly trench - 25X of trench on right commenced - 25X 
of trench commenced at 3AM but owing to heavy artillery fire had to be stopped and 
reliefs were not available owing to 21st Bn not arriving. At 6.30AM Bn had reached 
rest trenches in SAUSAGE VALLEY. Bn remained there resting for the day. 
Casualties- 2 OR killed 11 OR wounded 1OR missing
FIRING LINE - 31/7/16
Battalion remained in SAUSAGE VALLEY in rest trenches for the day. Carrying parties 
supplied for rations to front line for 21st Bn. Shelled in rest trenches during afternoon.
Casualties- 1 OR killed 31 OR wounded 1OR missing 
Reinforcements- 157 OR reported for duty 
Strength- 18 officers 737 OR 
Date 2/8/16 R Smith Lt Col CO 22nd Battalion
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‘26/7/16 Pozieres. Leaving our place of bivouac at 5.30pm we marched through 
Albert and got out of the town where trenches start at once - mile after mile of 
chalk white ribbons far more intricate than Johnston’s Gully. Traffic wound thick up all 
the valley leading up to the firing line. Guns were thick everywhere and the air was 
full of their talk. We advanced to the forward reserve trenches and filed into them. A 
great artillery battle was in progress, the air full of fire and crash. Several gas alarms 
and great displays of contradictory orders. Eventually, two guides reported and we 
commenced an advance in single file drawing picks, shovels and bombs en route.
The way lay up a winding chalk road and presently we started to get into a shell 
torn, devastated area covered thick with shell holes many feet deep and so close 
together that one could not pass round them but had to plunge on straight through, 

Following the war the Mitchell Library of New South Wales acquired thousands of 
articles, maps, posters, personal journals and 396 individual diaries, including that of 
Major ARL Wiltshire MC. His was one of the diaries used by Michael Caulfield to tell the 
‘real stories of our National Legend’ in his book ‘The Unknown ANZACS’.

Aubrey Wiltshire left Australia on the ‘Ulysses’, with LWH, as a Second Lieutenant within 
‘D Company’. Consequently time spent at training and Gallipoli were only the beginning of 
their shared experiences. While on Gallipoli, Wiltshire, having gained the rank of Captain, 
shared the leadership of C Company. His diaries tell in detail of the many horrors and 
despair, death and injuries, tension and responsibilities, relief and brutalities endured by 
so many. He was placed in command of one of the last parties to depart from the hills of 
Anzac Cove, and the last from Johnston’s Jolly, in the early hours of the 20 December 1915.

The disaster of the Western Front on the Somme, where the Australians were posted, 
began in July 1916 and included first the British, then AIF 1st Division followed by the 
2nd Division, of which the 22nd Battalion was a part.

Thirty-two days of death and destruction had already been endured in the ‘Battle of the 
Somme’ when the 22nd Battalion was brought forward. Wiltshire’s writings must mirror 
the experiences of LWH as we can be sure that he was amongst this group of men.

Wiltshire’s detailed account of the Battalions time at Pozieres includes:

AUBREY WILTSHIRE’S DIARY: JULY 1916

sliding down one side and crawling up the other. It was pitch dark and shells were 
bursting thick everywhere. Imagine the difficulty of it - 1000 men in single file 
crawling through this hell of waste and in the strange locality trying to keep blocked 
up for fear of losing connection.
Presently we reached an awful area - a tangled mass of deep pits 30’ deep and 
with girders bricks and sharp things sticking up. One would get right down into or 
tumble into one of these and then commence the painful ascent steaming sweat. 
Here shells were screaming around us and machine guns kept flicking, but I had to 
halt the whole column several times on account of the fatigue of the men, letting 
them crowd into the deep shell holes for cover.
Presently we came to the remains of an iron gate which opened into a tangled, 
almost impenetrable, mass of sticks, splinters and shell holes. It was some time 
before we realised that the first area we traversed was once the village of Pozieres 
and the last area was the famous wood…
The place resembles a filthy rubbish heap; equipment, rifles, Lewis gun magazines, 
bombs and a thousand other things litter the ground. Stinking corpses lie around. 
There a man with his face blown off and all shrivelled up, here a good Australian lad 
with his leg lying beside him. A chap leaning against a tree with a little trickle of 
blood on his face and no apparent injury, bloated with gas. Most of the dead lay on 
their faces in most natural positions. Portions of bodies lie everywhere as the shells 
burst up the place again every day. 
Crawling and walking over this filth with the reek of putrefaction in our nostrils, 
we reached the summit of the hill and were under heavy fire all the time. The 
actions of the guides became most erratic and I soon found that they were lost. 
It was excusable perhaps, owing to terrible country and every fresh shell in the 
bombardment blew up some other feature of the landscape and their work became 
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all the more hard. They had only been here four days and the landscape had been 
ripped to pieces over and over again.
Eventually I found my men in the shape of a V, the two heads going different ways. 
Shells were pouring in now, and machine guns were playing on us. Called the guides 
up. They were both quite unstrung and nerve wracked so they could hardly speak, but 
I managed to elicit all they knew. What they said was that we were all out in No 
Man’s Land between the German trenches and our own! Here was a nice fix to be in.
We reconnoitred ahead and at last discovered a parapet over which we jumped, 
crawling over plenty of dead men in the process. Fortunately it turned out to be 
the correct place and the chaps soon started to file in. Binns was the officer I had 
to relieve and he was just about dazed and silly as all his men were too. We could 
hardly speak to each other as shells were landing within a few yards of us.
It took a long time to get all the chaps in and then we had to start to dig like hell 
while still dark, as the trenches were only 2 feet deep in places, and in other spots 
ceased altogether and one had to go across in the open. The men were all exhausted 
with their experiences, for God knows that it was hell coming across the rear, but 
they needed no telling to get a move on digging.
The enemy trenches were about 1000 yards in front. My frontage was about 500 feet 
and such trench as was complete was deep and narrow, quite good protection against 
shells, but two men could not pass at one time. Issued orders to my officers to man 
posts and collect all loose bombs etc. and then let a proportion go to sleep. This they 
did and after stand to arms, about 25% slept standing up or sitting down.
When daylight came we could see the opposing trenches on the next ridge. The intervening 
ground would have afforded them excellent cover for an advance and was covered with 
peculiar, short bushes, which swayed in the breeze and almost exactly resembled waves of 
soldiers doubling across. Away to our left a valley seemed to run right in, and on the further 

slopes of this were guns that could reach us as we found to our cost later in the day...
A few days shrivels a corpse up until it seems just like a shrivelled mummy. Our 
dead were lying thick where they had been thrown over the parados. Later in 
the day we found that the trenches were so narrow this was the only way to 
deal with a dead or wounded man. Hurl him right out to the back. Men sleeping 
crawled over and slept in handy shell holes and also used shell holes as latrines, there 
being none dug. The other people had started a reserve trench but only scratched the 
surface, dead Australian lads lay crumpled up here.
Right in the gangway, in the firing line, we saw a hand sticking out. It belonged to the 
body of an Australian who had about an inch of dirt on him and everyone was trampling 
over him. Arranged for the collection of all Australians and after dark they were to be 
put in shell holes and buried. The German bodies we built into the parapet to stop bullets.
All this time a continuous bombardment was in progress. Our guns had superiority 
during the morning, rocking them in with terrific force, but in the afternoon the 
Germans did what they liked with us, and the response of our guns was small. It 
would have heartened our boys up if they had heard shell for shell going back.
All day we could see great activity in the enemy trenches. Troops passing and re-
passing gaps where our shells had breached their parapet. On some being seen to 
leave their parapet we stood to arms and prayed for them to come and let us 
measure steel with them, but nothing happened. They seemed to be putting out new 
entanglements. Later we could see them massing on the right, all wearing packs.
We were practically cut off from HQ by the shell fire curtain, but I kept sending 
men back with the information of enemy movements. Some of these brave despatch 
carriers had terrible experiences, poor Gander returned nearly half dead having been 
right out in No Man’s Land. The other men I never saw again. From noon on the 
enemy gave us such shelling as we had never experienced.
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27 June 1916
We started well back behind our supports and concentrated 5.9s and other heavy 
shells on them. The air was full of explosions and smoke. Andrew Fraser and Tapner 
were all blown out. Working forward he [the enemy] carefully fitted every inch of 
ground up to our parados making the previous devastation there many times greater. 
Our parapet got blown about and Sergt Scott was buried completely. We dug him 
out little the worse, while their snipers potted at us through the breach. Little 
Sutherland was also buried and the shock made him like a baby and I made him 
lie down and covered him up. The fellows were all getting a bit rattled, so I walked 
along and joked and asked questions and so on, and left them all cheerful. The sentries 
require a steady nerve to keep their heads over the parapet all the time while shells 
are coming so close, but all stuck to it splendidly so no rush could be made under 
cover of shells. I jumped up and observed too. Some guns enfiladed us.
Just returned to the bay where my headquarters were when the bombardment 
increased to intense and they got right on to our parapet, shelling the breaches 
particularly. The fellows crouched on their haunches right down low. The next thing 
was a still further shortening to just a few feet in front of the parapet and the shells 
struck with such force that they burrowed underground and burst in the trench.  
My steel helmet saved me from a nasty scalp wound.’ 

 

‘They carried us out on waterproof sheets as all the worst cases had gone on the 
stretchers. The enemy turned a machine gun on us and our bearers and also did 
some rifle sniping at us. The men could only carry us a few yards at a time and 

At 3pm Wiltshire was injured above the knee, by an exploding shell. He was given a 
temporary dressing while around him shells continued to kill and wound. While lying in 
the gangway where it was impossible not to be walked on, another shell burst with a 
splinter damaging his other foot. Wiltshire wrote about being carried out.

Two days later Wiltshire was operated on in Etaples before being transferred a few days 
later to England. 

The remaining men needed competent and efficient officers and luckily for the 
Australians there were others who could take the reins. Although Wiltshire was injured 
we must also think of those who not only endured these conditions but were required 
to remain, fighting in these stinking trenches, until their relief was authorised for a short 
break before their turn came up again. 

LWH was one of the men in the trenches at this time. Over the next six weeks the AIF 
rotated each division back into Pozieres, attacking the German lines nineteen times, 
with Mouquet Farm the next target for the 22nd Battalion.

How could they continue like this? And it was only to get worse.

The accounts of ineffectual and appalling leadership by many at the British Headquarters 
must be read to try to make sense of the senseless and unnecessary horror that took 
place at this time. Infantry were thought of by some as 'cannon fodder'.

Pozieres was only one of many battles going on in late July, however more Australians 
lie forever at Pozieres than any other battlefield. On the fourth day at Pozieres a 
howitzer shell landed on the Australians every three seconds. How can we even begin 
to imagine this? Years later many said that the bombardments here were their worst 
memories of the war. Shell shock became a reality but at that time was not recognised 
for the debilitating and enduring affliction that it was.

ran from shell hole to shell hole. It was a dreadfully rough path. Rotten corpses 
were lying everywhere. One was on a stretcher so my men tipped it off and 
dumped me and the waterproof on top of its loathsome dampness. The carry was 
easier with a stretcher.
The enemy now lengthened his fuses and intensely shelled the whole rear area to 
prevent wounded getting back and some of the carriers were hit. Dyett and the 
other brave chaps kept going ahead. Corpses were strewn everywhere shrivelled up 
and wizened, some shockingly mangled. One rest, feeling sick with the stench, I 
found they had lowered the stretcher on top of a dead German.’
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Five days of resting then digging new trenches within 300 yards of the German lines 
culminated in another attack on O.G.1 and O.G.2 that involved the Twenty-Second. 
Unfortunately, after being observed by the enemy, a tremendous barrage again 
created confusion and death. Companies lost 20% or their men before the attack 

‘So ended the first week of Pozieres. The Battalion was to engage in many 
another strenuous fight, but the rigours of that time have never been, and 
never can be repeated. WT22 page 38

Pozieres Battlefield, France. Taken in 1919.

even began. Accurate heavy barrage work resulted in the death or injury of most of 
the enemy in the first line of trenches enabling it to be taken with little hand-to-hand 
fighting. The men continued to the next line and despite stubborn fighting and heavy 
casualties from snipers the line was held. Major Murdoch Mackay was killed while 
leading this attack. He is mentioned in a later postcard from LWH. He was just one of 
more than 100 men from the Twenty-Second killed in this attack.

Unceasing shelling continued throughout the day, with the dead and wounded lying 
heaped together. With only four unwounded company officers remaining, the remnants 
of the 22nd Battalion were relieved late on 6 August. The work of the private soldiers and 
NCOs carried the Battalion through. Eleven 2nd Lieutenants had been commissioned prior 
to the attack but within 48 hours six lay dead and three were wounded. Later, stretcher-
bearers from both sides worked side by side to locate the wounded. 

Many of the next 14 days of respite were spent marching and reorganising. Cold, wet 
nights were spent near Albert before re-entering Sausage Gully on 22 August. 

An attack on Mouquet Farm was set for 26 August. Again, the casualties flowed, many 
the result of the unknown tunnels from which the enemy suddenly appeared. The initial 
attack was unsuccessful, taken only after repeated attacks from another Division. The 
men of the 22nd Battalion were relieved on 27th August to march in pouring rain back 
to Albert. 

Another 14 men from the 22nd Battalion were dead and many more injured.

The Battalion had not the time, but the 6th Field Company Engineers erected a massive 
cross to commemorate those from the 2nd Division who had died at the Somme.

Erected by their Comrades of 
22nd Australian Infantry Battalion. 

In loving memory of 
The BRAVE OFFICERS, NCO’s, and MEN 

of the REGIMENT, 
Killed in action at 

POZIERES and MOUQUET FARM, 
25th JULY - 27th AUGUST, 1916

A brass tablet made from German shell cases read –
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Map from a book owned by LWH ‘The Battles of the Somme’ by Philip Gibbs showing trench lines in the area of Pozieres and Mouquet Farm July, 1916.
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In his book ‘The Great War’, p244, Les Carlyon wrote –

‘The Australians left for Ypres and a rest. They had taken 23,000 casualties here [The Somme]  
in less than 7 weeks. They had done so in an area of not much larger than 600 acres, which 
meant around ten Australians had died for each acre. When the casualties from Fromelles were 
added in, the four Australian divisions had lost 28,000 men, the same as for the eight months 
at Gallipoli.’ 
 
It is difficult to imagine the horror of these 600 acres around Pozieres and other areas of France, particularly 
as the Australian divisions were the only part of the British front that had made constant progress during 
this time. The inscription records that during August 1916 the German observation post at the ‘windmill’ was 
captured by the Australian troops “who fell more thickly on this ridge than on any other battlefield of the war”.

The Battalion had suffered so much during the Pozieres fighting that a move to a quieter sector was a huge 
relief. The casualty list for the 22nd Battalion was the heaviest in the 6th Brigade. The Battalion lost 33 officers 
and 763 men, casualties of the Somme.

They arrived at Eyrie Camp, eight miles march from Proven, in what was their first visit to Belgium, on  
5 September. Nine days were spent devoting mornings to drills and the afternoons to sports. 

Be silent, be on your 
guard, the ears of the 
enemy are listening!’ 
– French and English

The Official Photographers were to be the only ones taking battlefield 
photographs, which were made available to others following the war. 
Soldiers could face court martial if they took photos at the front, as there 
was a fear of information taken by spies or captured from prisoners. 

The small photos in the album of LWH are of a more personal nature so 
I assume that as LWH enjoyed photography he had a camera or could 
get photographs from his ‘mates’. The photos taken by the men give an 
intimate glimpse of life and are vital in telling the full story of war. 

Capt. AG Brown MC was the Staff Captain of the 6th A.I. Brigade.  
He looks to be one who also owned a camera.

A paper kept by LWH.
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The following postcards were written during LWH’s time of rest.

YPRES, BELGIUM: SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 1916

POSTCARD NO.1

France Y.M.C.A Hut 12.9.16

My Dear Dad,

An other mail came in today & I received your 
letter dated 30.7.16 & glad to hear all are well 
in the Antipodes. This mail came via America so 
that accounts for it reaching us a few days sooner 
than we expected. Well we are still in the same

POSTCARD 
NO.2 camp which is one of the best we have been in 

for some time and we are in no hurry to leave 
it but I suppose it will be our turn to do a bit 
more before long. We are being fed a lot better 
and not getting nearly as much drill so that is 
something to be thankful for isn’t it. Yesterday 
afternoon was
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POSTCARD 
NO.3

POSTCARD 
NO.4

proclaimed a half holiday for a football match 
when our battn beat 23rd by 1 point. I did not 
see the match. We were paid just after dinner 
so 3 of us applied for leave to visit a fairly large 
town about 3 miles from here. Leave was granted 
so went in & had a look round, a feed, &

returned to camp at 8.30 pm. After drilling 
for an hour this afternoon we were dismissed for 
another footy match between the officers of 21st 
& 22nd & Brigade Staff. I had a look at it up 
till half time. It was fairly even but I think the 
lads will last the longer and walk in. Later. End 
of 3rd Quarter 
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POSTCARD 
NO.5

POSTCARD 
NO.6

Went out and had another look. Things are very 
lively one officer was laid out. It has commenced 
to rain so I “blew off” again. Yesterday morning 
we had quite a treat. A party of 50 went to 
Divisional Baths for a wash. It was A1 hot & 
cold showers then a change of under wear.

Suppose you can guess by these cards where we 
are. This is where Germany missed a chance of 
a life time (April 15) Hold on a minute till I go 
and buy a packet of cigs. Right Oh. You are right 
when you say the dogs the farm have now are not 
up to the standard of old Fleet. But you would 
think the Comedy King and Queenee



64

YP
RE

S

POSTCARD NO.7

pups could win a stake. I notice in all the 
meetings now the winner in 9 cases out of 10 is 
a Comedy King. There are a number of coursing3 
enthusiasts (Doesn’t look right) in our company 
so often talk Kennel before turning in. Talking 
about muddy roads, I can see we are in for some 
fun this winter. The least drop of rain makes the 
ground as slippery as can be. Young Adams was at 
Gheza when I was there. Don’t remember

POSTCARD 
NO.8 seeing him before. War news is very satisfactory 

but still I cannot see how it can possibly end 
before next summer. Things as far as our front is 
concerned will be practically at a standstill during 
the winter months & the cold weather is bound 
to play old Harry with our chaps. Dick Blackie 
& Lin Ranson4 are well. Lin R told me today 
that he heard Ab5 got in the road of a fast ‘un 
during their last stunt.6

3. coursing is a sport where dogs follow game by sight not scent
4. Dick Blackie from near Ararat and Lin Ranson (24th Battalion) whose mother was from Ararat was 

killed in action 5 October 1918 in what was the last day of action for the AIF on the Western Front.
5. Ab – Albert Toole gunshot wounds to leg, arm and shoulder 20 September 1917. KIA 9 August 1918.

6. an attack was known as a stunt
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POSTCARD NO.9

but I don’t know how true it is. I have not heard 
from the boys for sometime. There are times 
when a ‘slighty’7 is very acceptable I can tell you. 
When we came out of the trenches last time my 
company commander came up to me and said he 
was very pleased with the work I had done & 
had recommended me for a commission. But I 
don’t think there is much chance of getting it

POSTCARD 
NO.10 just at present. I’m not fussy anyway. Did I 

tell you my old coy commander Major McKay8 
was killed. He was a while (wily) man and as 
game as they make ‘em. Well Dad cook-house 
has just gone so must ring off with heaps of good 
luck & love & best wishes to all at “Onagh” & 
Viewmont etc etc from
Your loving son Larry9

It is interesting that so many thoughts are to the ‘normal’ 
events of home life.

7. slighty was an injury that allowed evacuation to England
8. Major Mackay was killed on 5 August at Pozieres 

9. Larry is the nickname given to LWH by his mates at war
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On 14 September 1916, the 22nd Battalion travelled by train to the ruins of Ypres for 
a well-deserved, but short, rest.

‘In Ypres, cellars in the Convent sector were used as billets by the 22nd 
and 23rd Battalions alternately for the next five weeks.
The ruins were lightly but consistently shelled, and in October a few 
casualties were suffered there by the Battalion. 
The 22nd and 23rd Battalions now shared the line work of the Brigade 
on this front, relieving each other at seven day intervals on a quiet sector 
near Hooge. Its right flank rested on Sanctuary Wood, and its left on the 
Menin Road. The tranquillity was marred by large rats which infested the 
trenches, and by larger minenwerfers.’10 WT22 page 43

Ruined Cloth Hall, Ypres. Built around 1200 the destruction of the Cloth Hall and St Martin’s 
Cathedral was complete by the end of the war. Meticulous reconstruction to the original 
design was completed in 1962. The arrow is  

indicating 
LWH, ‘Dad’ as 
written by his 
daughter Betty. 
Sergeants 
from D  
Company.

10. minenwerfers or ‘mine launcher’ is the German name for a class of short range mortarsAnother view of Cloth Hall.
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Hell Fire Corner, Menin Road. Artillery Lumbers taking ammunition to the forward area Ypres, Menin Road, Belgium. 
AWM E00829.

Often beauty and horror occurred in close proximity as shown by these 
conflicting images on Menin Road.
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Limber bogged  
in Flanders Mud
Belgium



70

YP
RE

S

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields.

By Major John McCrae, May 1915 
Died 28 January, 1918

Betty Peacock told me of how LWH often recited the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ that was 
written by the Canadian military doctor and artillery commander Major John McCrae. 

As a Primary School student at about the age of 10, Betty was required to learn a 
poem for school. This was her father’s suggestion and became special to them both.

How significant these words must have been.
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The edge of Zonnebeke Lake. Australians having a ‘clean up’ 
after being relieved from the firing line. Near Ypres, Belgium.
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Best wishes to all at “Viewmont”
From ‘Three Wallabies’ back from Pozieres
3rd October 16
Belgium

Signed by LWH, A. R. Hampton & C. F. Cox - all members of the Twenty-Second

On 19 October 1916, the 22nd Battalion started on their return journey to the Somme where 
the battle was continuing. Even the delights of novel transport such as French motor-busses 
would be of no use in the quagmire to come.
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Winter on the Somme was to become another battle of the elements. It was the 22nd 
Battalion’s second winter in the Northern Hemisphere and it was to be an extreme 
test of endurance for all.

The Australian Infantry command awarded promotions not only based on exams 
passed and a good standard of literacy but on leadership and ability, therefore: merit. 
So we can be proud that LWH carried himself well during the battles of 1916, resulting 
in him going from Temporary to Sergeant on 2 October 1916 while still in the field. 
Within a month he was promoted again, this time to 2nd Lieutenant. It would have been 
difficult knowing that so many vacancies were to replace officers killed and wounded.

WT22 page 44

Promoted to 2nd Lieutenant in the field dated 7 November 1916.

1. Flers is between Albert and Bapaume, north of the Somme River.

WINTER ON THE SOMME: NOVEMBER 1916 – JANUARY 1917

‘The great offensive had not yet finished, but the first weeks of a winter of 
unparalleled severity necessarily entailed its conclusion. These are days of evil 
memory to the Battalion, for the mud and wretchedness of Flers1 sector, 
where many of them were spent, cannot be pictured in description in 
which convention limits the expressiveness of the adjectives used.
The four days at Buire were wet, but it was not until 2nd November, 
when the tour of line work began, that the depths of misery were 
plumbed. Before moving up Sgts. K. S. Anderson and L. W. Harricks 
received their commissions.
No other mud has ever attained so evil a notoriety as that of Flers; it was 
of a consistency, depth, and stickiness unequalled by anything afterwards 
encountered in Flanders. Enemy shell fire was frequently heavy;...
In the Flers sector every phase of winter weather was experienced - rain, 
snow, sleet, and frost... There was even here a grain of comfort in that 
everyone was too weary to worry much about the numerous shells...’
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2nd Lieutenant’s Certificate. 
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Entries in the 22nd Battalion Diary also provided examples of the difficulties endured over winter.

Records show that it was on 
7 November 1916, eighteen 
months after leaving Australian 
shores, that LWH gained his 
commisson, becoming an 
‘officer’, when promoted to 2nd 
Leuitenant.

FLERS 5/11/16 
D D Battalion performing Brigade and Engineer fatigue details. The weather being extremely cold and the trenches boggy, great hardships were sustained by 
all ranks. Trench feet became prevalent. The use of whale oil and frequent rubbing minimised evacuations from this cause but absence of any facilities for dry 
standing made the carrying out of these preventive measures difficult.
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Intense bombardments 
of the area created 
problems when forward 
movement was desired. 
Roads, bridges and 
fields were cratered 
or destroyed, thereby 
eliminating any chance 
of a speedy advance. 
Guns sank in the mud 
and shells, instead of 
exploding on contact, 
penetrated the ground 
and burst, throwing a 
shower of mud that 
could engulf or expose 
bodies.

An Observation Balloon 
at anchor.
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Stretcher Bearers going forward. Australian War Memorial state it is showing Flanders mud, Oct 1917, 
in the Zonnebeke Valley (AWM E977).

I’m sure this depicts similar conditions to those faced in many areas.

One of the many joys of a Transport Driver. AWM E00963.

WT22 page 44

‘No more opportune time could be selected for a word of praise to the Transport Section, their horses and mules. Theirs was an unhappy lot, for the least 
deviation from the tracks which passed for roads meant disaster, and the almost certain loss of an animal. 
On occasions the main road was littered for miles by vehicles, which could not be extricated from the mire. The work of stretcher-bearers, never easy, 
became intolerable. There were cases where relays of carriers took six and seven hours to convey a wounded man over the short distances between the front 
line and the forward dressing station.
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The 19th [November 1916] brought a relief, 
and on that day the Battalion handed over to 
a British unit the mud, slush, and goodwill 
of this very vile locality. The ordeal of moving 
out from the line over many kilometres of 
squelching mud devoid of duckboards, was an 
ordeal never to be forgotten by the weary men 
who laboured for hours in the quagmire. A 
laborious journey outwards was the inevitable 
sequel to every tour of duty.

Once a peaceful French farm.

WT22 page 45

The soup kitchens provided by the Y.M.C.A. revived 
and refreshed many that were almost spent. Also 
the rum allowance had great healing powers. Those 
men who didn’t drink were very popular as they 
would give, or exchange, their share to mates.

Days were now spent removing mud from roads to 
allow supplies to be brought forward before the full 
depths of winter enveloped them all. 

After a series of failures only minor attacks would 
be made over the winter, to keep tension on the 
Germans until spring, when major thrusts would 
again resume.

The Battalion’s mud stained appearance created 
comment upon inspection on their arrival at 
Dernacourt for the last days of November. Surely 
Divisional Generals could understand the wear and 
tear caused by labour and weather. But not only 
was the inspection carried out on ground covered 
in snow but the men were expected to maintain 
discipline while kept waiting until chilled to the bone. 
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Flesselles, a town west of the Somme battlefields, was 
reached on 1 December 1916 after a railway journey 
as slow as it was cold. The Twenty-Second camped 
there for 17 pleasant days and made the most of 
these times. Much effort, as shown by the following 
handwritten menu evoking events of the area, was 
taken by some to make the most of their situation.

LWH took pride in keeping menus on which he 
obtained signatures of those around him. This menu 
depicts dishes named in honour of events of the 
campaign, Flers, Somme, Pozieres, Ypres, Tanks and 
Route marches etc. It is signed by some of the officers 
of the 22nd and includes Chaplain Durnford, who 
was a well-known figure throughout the 2nd Division. 
He gained the rank of Major and was awarded the 
Military Cross. Many others also rose in rank and 
were awarded decorations throughout the war. 
Unfortunately others did not make it home.

Names include:  
ET Bazeley Lt 
William C Greig Lt  
RW Groves 2/Lt 
A Gallasch Lt 
FH Durnford Chaplain 
FG Kellaway Lt 
G Barton Lt 
HJ King Lt 
EA Davis Capt 
S Scammell Lt 
JA Thwaites Lt 
NW MacKinnon Lt  
JH Evans Lt 
W Spiller Lt 
JD Campbell Lt 

L McCartin Lieut 
IP Stewart Capt Adj 
R Smith Lt Col 
AR Wiltshire Major 
JS Dooley Capt 
JH Slater Capt 
LW Harricks 2/Lt 
E Alex Sanbrook Capt MO

On the sides:  
J MacNabb Main 
D Beith Capt 
EG Hogarth Capt 
Allan N McLennan Capt 
DN Rentoul 
Durnwool ? 
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The men were also able to get cards that were designed and printed for their 
Battalion to send home for Christmas. Their card for Christmas 1916 was 
designed by F.R. Crozier who was also a member of the 22nd Battalion.

Greetings from Lindsay to All at ‘Viewmont’
Scene 1 A French Farm
 2  Ruins of Albert with the famous Church Tower in the 

background
 3 Somewhere in Australia

On Christmas Eve the Battalion went into the Ginchy sector, about nine miles east of 
Albert. Christmas dinner in the line for 1916 consisted of bread and canned bully-beef.

Three tours of the front line, rotated at intervals of four days were endured while here.

Even though the history of the Twenty-Second was written at, and shortly after, 
the time it occurred, it does not concentrate on the horrendous reality that this 
time entailed. When read in conjunction with books such as those by Les Carlyon, 
the more horrific reality of this war, for all those in it, begins to take form. 

The casualty figures on both sides go a long way to put context to the horror.  
The reality of what was happening, no longer softened by censorship, but made 
real by the telegrams of death and injury, was reaching home. 

As a result, voluntary enlistments were falling drastically. 

Conscription was voted down in Australia. How would they replace the manpower 
lost in battle caused from death, injury or illness as the war continued?

Casualties in just five months on the Somme for 1916:

British and dominions: 420,000 - of these Australian - 23,300 
French: 200,000 
German: 400,000 – 600,000

- to say nothing of the conflicts in other parts of Europe, Africa and Palestine.
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A German ‘Dug Out’ or ‘Pill box’.
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ANOTHER YEAR BEGINS: JANUARY 1917
The artillery of the Battalion ushered in the New Year by hurling tons of shells on the 
German lines.

Winter was unbearable. Along with regular shelling, gassing, poor food, cold, exposure, 
heavy work, digging and ‘trench’ feet2, the middle of January 1917 saw the start of a 
long frost, which was to last for six weeks.

On 18 January 1917 the Battalion was relieved and moved to Ribemont for ten days’ rest.

At the end of January the Battalion moved via Becourt and Shelterwood Camps to the 
frozen Le Sars sector, facing the famous Butte de Warlencourt.

The men were certainly grateful for simple pleasures, such as the parcels of socks 
and biscuits that arrived from Australia. Even the arrival of 364 pair of gumboots was 
appreciated by the men living in scattered, leaky tents and unwarmed bivouacs3 that 
were most uncomfortable.

Supply mules returning from the front line.

2. Trench feet occurred in the water-logged trenches, as tight boots, wet conditions and cold caused swelling 
and pain. Prolonged exposure to damp and cold could lead to gangrene and even amputation.

3. Bivouacs were temporary encampments often in an unsheltered area and with few facilities

‘Even in peace days Ribemont had never been a fashionable winter resort, 
but cold and poor though the village was, the rest there revived many  
a man who had been tried almost beyond endurance.’ WT22 page 46

‘The icy temperature was agonising on feet and fingers, and, although the 
long darkness, broken only by vivid gun-flashes, was unutterably wearisome, 
the prospect of a thaw was appalling. …. Yet it was so cold that the 
moistened hair froze as it was brushed, and bread had to be thawed at 
a fire before it was cut. The earth was void of vegetation, and the few 
surviving bare dry branches were as ghosts of happier days.
In the third week of February the thaw commenced; as the month  
was dragging to an end the snow melted, and the forward area was  
a semi-frozen muddy sea, where movement was difficult, and every  
shell-hole a trap for the stumbler.’ WT22 page 47
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Field Artillery in action.
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February 1917
WARLENCOURT:
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WARLENCOURT: FEBRUARY 1917
At 11pm on 24 February 1917, while facing the German front line at Warlencourt, 
France and on the eve of the Battalions relief, orders were received to issue S.A.A.1 

and bombs2, and to ‘prepare to advance’.

The Germans had fallen back and so the 22nd Battalion were ordered to push 
through Warlencourt then on to Malt Trench. However, at this stage opposition 
machine gun fire and uncut wire created an impenetrable barrier with D Company3 
suffering heavily. The unspeakable mud, fatigue, low troop numbers, thick wire, and 
lack of artillery preparation were factors in the Battalion’s failure to take Malt Trench. 
Casualties amounted to 50 per cent of those engaged in the attack.

With the ground a quagmire they were relieved the next day and marched to camp at 
Shelter Wood to rest for four days. The Australians were distressed to see that while 
pulling back, the Germans were destroying all in their path - even the fruit trees. 

Then they were on to Bapaume. Care had to be taken as casualties resulted when the 
Town Hall was blown up by timedelayed mines left by the enemy.

In early April, news came that the Americans would be joining the war, and that the 
Germans were back behind the Hindenburg Line - but this only brought short-lived 
optimism.

The Butte-de-Warlencourt on the Armiens- Bapaume Rd, France.

Bapaume, France. After the German evacuation.

1. S.A.A. refers to Small Artillery Arms
2. ‘bombs’ in this war refer to hand thrown bombs similar to hand grenades, often hand made

3. LWH was an original member of D Company 
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‘The middle of April was wet and cold, and the last night of the tour in 
the line a nightmare; everyone drenched, and all the fragile shelters swamped.
The Battalion went to Favreuil, commencing an elaborate course of training, 
and every morning gained brilliant victories over an imaginary enemy.’

WT22 page 51

Australian troops in the Support Trenches.I think this photo, written as Favriel, is Favreuil - 2 kms north of Bapaume.
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This card was sent to LWH from his mother for Easter in 1917. It is from the Church of England Grammar 
School, Ararat that he had attended. Later LWH acknowledged those killed(+) and probably those well known(-).

The original copy of the artwork for the Roll of Honour for this 
service can be seen in the Church of England Hall, Ararat



LWH is also recognised for his service on a plaque in the foyer of the Anglican Church.

89
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SECOND BULLECOURT: APRIL 1917
Anzac Day, 25 April 1917 was observed as a holiday and on 26 April, the artillery 
commenced a preparatory bombardment of the German lines. The 22nd Battalion 
continued with attack (leap frog principle in waves 50 yards apart reducing to 15) and 

battle practice before moving to a gully in the rear of the front line and to the right of 
Bullecourt on 2 May. The attack was to take the Hindenburg Line including OG1 and 
OG2 (Old German lines 1 & 2).

The Battle of Bullecourt occupies a unique place in the Battalion’s annals. For no other struggle had the preparation been so complete, the rehearsals so thorough, 
or the general organisation so apparently perfect. Yet, within a few minutes of its commencement, the combat developed into a pell-mell of violent hand-to-
hand struggles, where the 6th Australian Infantry Brigade met the flower of the German Army, and beat it into quiescence. WT22 page 53

En Route to the front line along a ‘Duck Board’ track.Troops resting on their way to the line.
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The machine gun fire was the worst experienced by the Battalion. Before even 
covering any distance from the trenches a concentration of shells, minewerfers and 
machine gun bullets caused excessive casualties.

Throughout the day of 3 May 1917 the 6th Brigade repelled 13 counter attacks. It then 
became difficult to obtain sufficient ammunition to maintain the ground held. Information 
later gained from prisoners informed them that they were up against a specially trained 
enemy, but held on even though at times parts of the Brigade became isolated. 

In 24 hours the 22nd Battalion lost 16 officers and 422 other ranks. Remember, a 
Battalion is fewer than 1000 fighting men, even when at full strength. The Roll of 
Honour names 147 men killed on 3 May 1917, but not those missing or injured.

This attack was known as Second Bullecourt. In The Great War, Les Carlyon wrote, 

‘The 22nd Battalion was on the left and exposed to Bullecourt village.  
It was virtually wiped out by flanking fire... Along the sixteen miles of the 
British attack that day the only men who held the ground they won were the 
Canadians, way over on the left, and the 6th Australian Brigade on the right.’
For the Twenty-Second it was a costly and bloody battle, won by the courage and 
endurance of the Battalion and Brigade.

The battle continued for a further two weeks with the British unable to make significant 
advances after taking most of Bullecourt and a short section of the OG1 and OG2 
trenches of the Hindenburg Line. The German High Command, unwilling to continue 
losing manpower for a small salient of no strategic value eventually blew up their 
dugouts and pulled back.

Total allied casualties for this battle were 14,000: 7,482 Australian.

According to Charles Bean, the official Australian historian; ‘(the second battle of) 
Bullecourt, more than any other battle 

“shook the confidence of Australian soldiers in the capacity of the British 
command; their errors... were obvious to almost everyone”.’ 

Records show LWH was promoted to Lieutenant at the end of May following the 
battles of Bullecourt.

AWM 22nd Bn War Diary June 1917.

(The Great War p392)
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Lieutenant’s Certificate.
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Transporting shells to the forward area by means of a light railway.
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EXPERIENCES OF THE SIXTH VICTORIAN BRIGADE IN THE SOMME & ARRAS BATTLES: MAY 1917
The document ‘Experiences of the Victorian Sixth Brigade in the Somme and Arras Battles’ 
was in the possession of LWH in both handwritten and typed formats. Dated 24 May 1917 
and accredited to ‘One Who Knows?’ I have concluded from the handwriting that it is indeed 
written by LWH. I am not sure if the purpose was to advise superiors or if it was written just 
for his own edification. It is definitely an insightful document.

August 1916 - May 1917
Casualties
Pozieres 
August 27th 1916 
33 Officers & 763 men
Bullecourt 
May 3rd 22nd Bn 
16 Officers 422 men over 50% 
killed in 24 hours
6th Brigade 
58 Officers 1422 ORs
______________________
Total 
46 Off 798 OR Killed in Action 
Grand Total 5406
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“A” - Prelude 
The Battles did not come as a surprise to the 6th Brigade which from the end 
of 1916 onwards was divided into the Quick, the Dead and London Anzacs.
“B” Arrangements of the Lessons Learnt 
The numerous lessons learnt from these Battles have been noted for future use, 
date not specified. 
The causes of happenings, the method of improvement, experiences and lessons are 
set down as may be.
“C” The Lessons 
Knowledge 
Who so ever would handle troops in action must realize the personality of his 
subordinates, appreciate their abilities (if any) and judge their qualities. 
The degree naturally varies with the Unit, for whilst higher formations must 
know more than whether the spur or the brake is needed, the Platoon 
Commander should know details such as how much beer or butter his men can 
hold. Without this knowledge one cannot get 60% value out of the men or Unit. 
This is the argument why an attached Battalion is a misfortune, and the breaking up 
of Brigades, Field Companies, Field Ambulances, a nuisance and a loss of efficiency.
Belief 
Verbal discussion arising from the daily visit of a Commander is in most tactical 
situations a necessity, and cannot be replaced by telephone talks. The man who talks 
face to face sees, knows, and is known - the man who telephones merely believes. 
In practice it is indispensable to check the picture others try to paint on the 
mind by a sight of the reality, even at the cost of undue influence of actualities, 
5.9’s included. In view of the number of officers now at a Divisional HQrs, the 
number of Divisional visits to a Brigade HQrs should average at least one in 5 
days whilst the Brigade is in the line.
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Wisdom 
Wise command, wise obedience, to understand and be understood; therein lies the 
foundation of time discipline amongst men. The average A.G. [Adjutant General] 
and A.P.M. [Assistant Provost Marshal] variety is made of paper and smells of 
the office, fitter for a Reformatory than the Field. In the Field, discipline of the 
heart, mind and body determines the worth of individual and Unit.
Honesty 
The man who “captures” a position or village when his troops “occupy” it is wasted 
in the service - he should turn his hand to communiqués. To set out to attack and 
to end up by establishing a defensive flank is of merit only when an attack is thereby 
beaten off. More often than not a “defensive flank” is a pleasant expression in action.
Privileges 
It is the duty of every Commander to ensure by personal observation that 
fighting, work, fatigue and other military privileges are distributed as fairly as 
may. Unless this is done there can be no unity of Unit.
In-action 
It is a fond invention to think it a ‘good and kind’ deed to allow men to take 
things easy. Work is the best remedy for Shells.
Paper 
One conference before the issue of orders is worth three after, saving both time and paper.
Good Work 
Within the permanent shell area of an operation few Commanders are able to do 
more than 48 hours continuous work well.
Conduct 
The cheerful soldier is sorry for the enemy, and rightly so, but the gloomy doubter 
has a better right to be sorry for his men and himself.

Casualties 
Of all errors that of judging work by Casualties is unpardonable for in most cases 
the best work is done cheaply and the worst costs most. The loss of Soldier is 
an abiding sorrow if due to want of judgement, forethought, or care.
Rewards 
Of a hundred rewards all save one concern the unit and not the individual, whose 
merit lies in being the most worthy to represent his Unit. Hence the grievous effect 
of cutting out, unless aided by ultimate knowledge of facts and circumstances.
Bluff 
A Rocket is a good starter, but the finish is invariably poor, and he who attempts 
to bluff all people all the time has even less chance of finishing well.
Promises 
The value of promises lies in the kindly wish to please, to regard them otherwise 
discredits one side and disappoints the other.
Merit 
Staff Captains are as a rule born, not made, and like Brigade Majors and other 
Staff Officers require the mellowing influence of Regimental work before they are 
fit for use. The Dump officer who knows his job is a man of merit, and ranks 
equal to a good Brigade Signalling Officer.
Time 
There is a wide-spread belief that the time between handing in a telephone 
message and delivery is very short, and that the pace of D.R.L.S. [Despatch Rider 

Letter Service] Reports can be estimated at 10 miles per hour. Neither of these 
beliefs is founded on fact, any more than that a Battalion can with-draw from 
part of its line within 30 minutes of order being received. These beliefs are so 
common as almost to escape notice, and are prevalent [at] many Head-quarters. 
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The time required to reorganise, repeat, or finish an attack is measured by hours 
when co-operation is to take place. It is better to accept the time submitted by 
a subordinate than to attempt speeding up.
Information 
It is a singular thing that while excuses may be made for the failure to transmit 
information from the front to the rear none can be made for the converse, and yet the 
point is seldom raised. In rear, information as to moves etc can be sent automatically 
to all concerned by anyone who can use a telephone, and that without trouble.
Sketch Maps 
The issue of Sketch Maps at 1 to 5000 to all above the rank of corporal gives 
information in a useable form, and is heartily commended by all who have been 
so fortunate as to secure this boon. It is of service to name enemy Trenches and 
Saps, to facilitate reference and give numbers of Posts and Junctions, thereby 
avoiding the pestilential [infectious or contagious disease, plague, pestilence]  
co-ordinate and loss of time. 
Telephone 
A good telephone is a very present help, but a poor one is the very deuce; and all 
our later ones have been poor. Cable-burying should start at the front and work 
back to safety, and except in the interests of promotions, cables should not be 
buried direct to H. Qrs.
Reports 
For a superior to call for a report in action is on itself a severe censure of all concerned.
Organization 
It is convenient for all and pleasing to the few to allot work to the specialists or to 
a special party. The special task succeeds and merit is acquired without over-much 
enquiry as to reasons, for it is assumed it was fare [due] to “each man knowing his 

job thoroughly”. The chances of surviving in a warm action are about 6 to 4 against 
the individual, and everything to nothing against a detail remaining intact. Special 
organization is therefore rather a pious hope than a reasonable expectation, and success 
turns either on few Casualties or the understanding and grip of survivors, the general 
training and efficiency of the Unit as a whole, and not of a few specialists. 
Borrowing 
The borrowed Unit is entitled to the softest job, and the utmost pains to secure 
for it information, instructions, time, and supplies. To hurry those who are 
lent, to put them in the fore front or to take the slightest risk as regards their 
supplies - these are not to be justified before ones comrades.
Help 
There is in most Units and men a tendency to squeal for help because help seems 
sound and altogether expedient. For the same reason offers of help are generally 
accepted, and considerable trouble is gone to in making use of them. It is the old 
case of going out to buy 6d worth, borrowing half-a-crown and spending the lot. 
In every action reinforcements have been asked for, and have only been given once 
- to undertake a fresh task. The Bosches regard reinforcements as a relief unless 
within the Unit, and it seems desirable to consider a request for reinforcements as 
either an admission of weakness, of will, or a fair criticism of arrangements.
Mixtures 
It is waste of men, effort, and chance of victory to mix Units, and probably 
reduces the efficiency of both Units by half.
Wounded 
Few things are sadder than wounded men, who cannot be evacuated. When the 
wounded accumulate in numbers and run the obvious risk of further wounds by 
the hour together, the effect on their comrades may be well imagined. Where the 
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Brigade itself is concerned, the first thought must be success, and the number 
available for S. [Stretcher] Bearers, are limited. It is a case therefore for the 
higher organizations to step in and provide for the evacuation in good time, yet 
BULLECOURT repeated the lesson of POZIERES. 
C.T. 
The use of Communication Trench for the assembly of troops or for defence (except in 
case of actual attack) is unwise and unfair. A C.T. must be used to get up supplies 
and evacuate wounded, and this cannot be done if the C.T. is full of troops.
Reverse 
In attack prepare for a reverse just as in defence one prepares for the counter-
attack. The more the measures are discussed and the more thoroughly the 
understanding is as to the general course desired, the better for the success. It is 
neither wise ‘nor kind’ to refer to this in orders.
Retire 
Every man who in action moves back without an unmistakeable order to do so for a 
definite purpose, and to a definite place shows that he is demoralized, and cannot 
be relied on again that day. It is not difficult to demonstrate that safety in action 
depends on decent execution of orders by one and all. When there are no orders, safety 
lies in pushing forward to get them, and not in the expensive shelter of a shell-hole.
Works 
It is often of service to consult Brigades before works are constructed in the 
Sectors, for comment is as much geographical as tactical.
Barrages 
It is hard to destroy the misplaced Staff and Infantry trust in a defensive barrage, 
where as often as not is only of use in stimulating the Munitions trade and giving 
the Gunners exercise. A Barrage is a legitimate offensive weapon, but on the defensive 

there is only one excuse - a frontal attack in force coupled with an enemy barrage. 
On other occasions it is just a sap of nerves, or is due to lack of timely information.
Counter-Battery 
Counter-Battery work is on a different plane, and few things revive hard-shelled 
infantry quicker than prompt and effective counter-battery work. This is the 
reason why these Units are the hardest to get in touch with, and why Divisional 
Artillery HQrs, take 20 minutes to answer “Priority” calls.
Liaisons 
Experience with many Artillery Liaisons shows that Artillery Commanders should 
perform this duty with infantry they support. There is value in Divisional Liaison 
Officers, specially selected and trained to give impartial accounts, so as to check the 
“Official Reports” and prevent the errors that arise in “Bombing towards Anzacs”.
Shell Charts 
For cablers and traffic the value of a Shell Chart is very great in locating zones to 
avoid, besides destroying mythical death-traps.
Breaches 
In the attack percussion shrapnel and delay action fuze for heavier Shells are of use in 
breaching the parapets at the flanks, for, choice at a C.T. Junction. This discourages 
the movement of enemy Bombers, more so if M. G. co-operation is available.
Ordnance 
In war the simple is difficult, therefore it has passed the wit of the Ordnance 
Branch to devise a light signal for Artillery to lengthen. This is cold comfort.
Bombs 
There is a much difference between the bomb thrown in action and the live one 
thrown at training as there is between the latter and the deed - that is to say a 
world of difference. For this reason the Rifle Grenade is to be preferred as being 
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more effective and less wasteful. Enemy material should be used before ours, and 
thus enable a reserve to be built up by carriers. Moreover, the enemy is thereby 
tempted to indiscreet counter-attacks.
Stokes 
Given plenty of rounds, skilful handling and correct emplacements a Trench Mortar 
in a captured trench is worth an Artillery Brigade. The supply of rounds should 
aim at maintaining a reserve of 50 for each Mortar, and it is folly to decamp less 
than 300 rounds per gun for a day’s action. There is nothing to gain by bringing 
a Mortar into action within 100 yards of a flank.
Vickers 
He who puts Vickers Light Guns, in his Front Line is generally either nervous or 
ignorant, probably both - and he who asks his neighbour to flank his front with 
V.L. Guns is usually devoid of shame. The attachment of M. Guns to forward 
Batteries in the offensive or contemplated offensive is good for close defence as well 
as action against air-craft. To enfilade a C. T., to be ready to barrage a frontal 
counter-attack to search the unseen enemy approaches, these are the take of a 
cunning machine gunner by day. By night he lies in wait with a frontal barrage 
and in addition makes trouble for the enemy relief.
Crowd 
Crowded Trenches mean Casualties and criticism, injurious to morale. This was 
learnt at POZIERES, but forgotten at BULLECOURT, and is due to orders 
being issued without personal observation of result.
Men/Yards 
An average of 1 man to 4 yards is adequate for the Front Line Trench in the 
defence, if supports have any chance to move up if required. (The method of 
defending in depth had not at this time been attempted.)

Carriers 
In offence & defence the Carrying Party is practically the life-blood of the effort, 
but the Reinforcement Wing Order has destroyed the organization which served 
so well. A Carrying Party requires organization as much as a Platoon, and this 
cannot be done without Officers & N.C.O.s. Give these, and the work will be 
done well and cheaply.
Craters 
The forward shell-hole in a bombardment prolongs life at the expense of 
command and mobility.
Signboards 
A rational system of Sign boards for Trenches is essential, and in stationary war-
fare must be permanent in each Brigade Sector.
Reliefs 
The conduct of reliefs is entirely a matter for the outgoing commands, and signs 
are not wanting that the well-established practices of Trench warfare are being 
departed from. In reliefs the value of advance parties is very great, especially 
in saving time, securing continuity, and avoiding detection of relief. They are far 
sounder than rear-parties, which are an unmixed, though at times necessary evil. 
The best way of using guides is for the new and old Units to furnish guides to 
work in pairs. Very often the old Unit has not used the track that the new 
one must take, and therefore guides should go with the advanced parties. Of the 
importance of relieving a Unit before it is down and out to it, of the value to a 
Commander, and his Unit of a definite warning it is quite unnecessary to write.
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TRAINING IN FRANCE: MAY – SEPTEMBER 1917
The next four months from the end of May to early September 1917 were devoted 
to hard training and reorganisation, prior to the Battalion’s entry into the Third Battle 
of Ypres. 

Railway travel took the 22nd Battalion to Mametz, which they left on 17 May and 
marched via Aveluy to Bouzincourt, a village two miles north-west of Albert. A month 
was spent enjoying the spring weather and surrounds of this village. 

The troops were presented to General Birdwood and the Hon. Andrew Fisher, former 
Prime Minister of Australia, on 6 June.

Standing  Jackson, Rodda, Davis, McIntyre, Groves, Tayles, Paterson, 
Miles, Harricks, Greig

Centre Thwaites, Thorley, Gawler, Stewart, Bunning, Evans, Beckingsale
Front Madden, Etheridge, Fulton, Alderson, Penna

Names written on back of photo and also written and kept.

This photo shows a group of 22nd Battalion Officers taken at BOUZINCOURT. 
Somewhere in France 10th June 17. LWH standing 2nd from right. 
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The train trip from Varennes for Bapaume on 15 June took many hours due to repairs 
required to the tracks following enemy aircraft damage. They were then required to 
march to Beaulencourt where the 22nd Battalion formed a portion of the Divisional 
Reserve for the Corps in the front area. 

Many ‘tactical exercises’ were performed nearby on the ruined village of Villers au 
Flos, including one with ‘tanks’ represented by hessian screens. Based on LWH’s hand 
written notes and his appointment as Acting Adjutant, from 15 July to 30 August, 
we have evidence that he played an important part and gained valuable experience 
during these exercises.

On 24 July they were on the move again. Marching through Le Sars and then Pozieres 
evoked many thoughts as they passed the memorials to the fallen of the 1st and 2nd 
Divisions, almost on the first anniversary of their entry into the battle on the Somme.

Written by LWH on the last page of a typed, carbon copy of two chapters from “With the Twenty-Second” 
by Cpt E. Gorman MC.

The hand written notes by LWH state:

I was acting as Adjutant from beginning of July till middle of Aug and 
had absolutely the busiest time One got experienced. “Practice operation” 
as mentioned by Lt Gorman (the writer of the book) entail as much work 
for H. Q. as a “dinkum stunt” because operation orders etc have to be 
issued outlining the proposed scheme. LWH
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‘The Rock of Gibraltar” – Once the Town Hall in the main street of Poziers, France. This was the German 
Headquarters at Pozieres, a heavily fortified concrete cellar that withstood one hundred hits.

The Long Long Trail leading to those trenches called the front.

‘The noon halt was within a few yards of Gibraltar, into whose depths 
many wandered. Nearby was the cross erected to the memory of our 
Battalion officers who fell at Pozieres.’ WT22 page 60
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One out of action – The original tanks, especially when used at 
Bullecourt were of little or no assistance to Australian troops.
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The Battalion camped for four 
days at Aveluy from where on 
28 July a journey in ‘horse trucks’ 
took the Twenty-Second north, 
off the Somme to Campagne, 
to be billeted for six weeks. Full 
pack drills now included the 
novelty of wearing gas masks. 

It was not all work though as leave 
was now available to Paris or St 
Omer. From the look of these 
tickets and photos an excursion 
was made by LWH to Edinburgh 
via the port of Boulogne and to 
the Isles of Wight in August. A trip 
to Paris may have been made 
during this break.
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mother, dated 19 August 1917.

Brigadier-General J. Paton C.B., C.M.G., who succeeded Major-General John Gellibrand 
as Corps Commander, met and inspected the Brigade for the first time on 22 August 
1917. General Birdwood inspected the whole of the 2nd Division as it marched in 
column from Wardecques to Campagne and on 29 August the Division formed up 
en mass for inspection by Field-Marshal Sir Douglas Haig, commander-in-chief of the 
British and dominion forces.

‘Pips’ worn by LWH. Two were worn on each sleeve of a Lieutenant.
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The photo below is from the book ‘With the Twenty-Second’, the other LWH’s copy of the photograph. There is a slight discrepancy of date.

Official photographs 
were taken in France 
in August 1917.
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According to records, on 1 September 1917 LWH was seconded for duty to the 6th 
Training Battalion. He arrived in Rollestone, England five days later. 

This meant that when the 22nd Battalion commenced their march once more on 
12 September towards the battle of Ypres LWH was not with them. I can’t help but think 
that luck was on LWH’s side in taking him away from the Western Front at this time.

AWM War Diary 22nd Battalion September 1917 p 2 showing LWH ‘struck off strength’ while away.

Sincerely (Major) JS Dooley France 9-9-17. 
Major JS Dooley was wounded and returned to Australia in July 1918.

These uniform buttons of the Australian Military Forces belonged to LWH. It is interesting that one is 
made in London and the other in Melbourne.
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YPRES AND BROODSEINDE: FOR OTHERS OF THE 22ND, SEPTEMBER 1917
Here I pick up the story for the rest of the Twenty-Second, those who found themselves 
at Ypres.

The battle for Messines in June had been a success, thanks to the long lead-in for 
planning. General Sir Herbert Plumer, commander of the British 2nd Army, had 
ordered tunnelling under the German lines since 1915. 

When the million pounds of explosives in 19 of the 21 mines were ignited it created 
the largest man-made explosion in history and was reported to have killed 10,000 
Germans and was heard in London.

The battle went on for another week, but not always smoothly, as gunners often did 
not know where their own troops were, causing casualties to their own men. 

September saw the Twenty-Second in reserve at Belgian Chateau for the successful 
‘Battle of Menin Road’, with Plumer continuing to use more artillery and introducing 
the ‘creeping barrage’4. The intensity of the British artillery saw 3.5 million shells fired 
during the preliminary bombardment and throughout the first day of attack. This 
‘success’ created 20,000 casualties for a gain of about five-and-a-half square miles. 

After relief near Hannebeke Wood, in an area ‘littered with German dead’ the Battalion 
moved back to the Dominion Camp then to the ruins of Ypres.

On 4 October the Twenty-Second were waiting to join the battle of Broodseinde, 
but unfortunately the Germans were planning an attack for the same day. A furious 
German barrage fell with many killed before the attack was due and so they were 
‘pleased’ when they at last could move out. The Allied barrage was ‘one of the 
densest and best under which this Battalion has ever advanced’ according to WT22. 
Broodseinde Ridge was taken along with many German prisoners. This was one 
of the most successful days in the history of the Australian Army. The troops were 
relieved on the evening of 5 October, but the only rest consisted of long hours of 
burying cables and the only accommodation available being shell holes half filled 
with mud and water. They were expecting to be relieved but on 9 October, with a 
fighting strength of little more than 100, the 22nd Battalion were called in again and 
took their allotted posts toward Passchendaele. When moved back near Ypres on  
10 October the condition ‘of the surviving officers and men from fatigue, hardship, and 
exhaustion was deplorable in the extreme, but hot meals and plenty of sleep soon worked 
wonders in setting them up again’. (WT22 page 68) 

A much milder winter was spent in a hut camp, Bailleul, on Mount Kemmel, overlooking 
Ypres. 

However during April 1918 the Germans not only captured the mount but reduced 
it to ruins.

The Twenty-Second spent one of its happier times in the huts at Kemmel even though 
there was an incident where six bombs were dropped within a few yards of the camp. 

1917 Australia – 55,000 casualties 38,000 in Belgium

 September & October new enlistments in Australia – 5,221

 The results of the second referendum on conscription in Australia – NO

4. A creeping barrage was designed to place a curtain of artillery fire just ahead of the advancing infantry, a barrage 
that would constantly move forward at designated intervals – or creep – with the attacking troops just behind. 

Another pill box Passchendaele.
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ROLLESTONE:
September 1917 -February 1918
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ROLLESTONE: SEPTEMBER 1917 – FEBRUARY 1918
Arriving in Rollestone, England for training in mid-September 1917 would have been a far cry from LWH’s experiences of the 
previous months and a time to be savoured, even though another winter was approaching. 

There was a 600-bed military hospital at Fovant and a concentration of Australian depots and training camps. Fovant is about 17 
miles from Rollestone so LWH may have attended training events at both venues.

The top row of names isn’t visible, as it may have been cut from the back of the photo

Staff of Officers 6th Training Battalion A.I.F. Fovant Wiltshire
Top Row: Lts Summers 23rd, JH Evans 22nd, ? 21st, Pollington 24th, Nichols 24th, Rigby 24th 
Centre Row: Lts Foster 24th, Wilkinson Dentist, AE Whitear 24th, LS Maddrell 23rd, EB Mason 21st,  
W Porter 21st, J Etheridge 22nd, Mr J Crougey YMCA
Front Row: Lt LW Harricks 22nd, Capt PT Hurrey 21st, Capt NG Sutton, R.M.O. Capt EVE Neill 24th 
2nd in Command, Lt Col DM Davis 22nd, Capt PGR Parkes 23rd, Capt AR MacNeil 21st, Capt Godson 
Dentist, Capt Pittendrigh Chaplain
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It is interesting to find that LWH identified himself in the photograph, below, indicating 
that part of his training also included time in Belgium.

The caption on the photo states 'Men of the 22nd Battalion on setting the wire on the 
Australian Corps defence line system. December 26 1917 Ploegstreet.'

Ploegsteert, Belgium was part of the YPRES Salient, 2 miles North of Armentieres and 
8 miles from Ypres. It was known as ‘Plugstreet’, held for most of the war but lost to 
the Germans from February to September 1918.

At Christmas 1917, LWH was not forgotten by his commanding officer as this card 
from Major JS Dooley MC remained amongst his possessions.

From the book ‘Australian War Photographs A Pictorial Record from November, 1917 to the end of the 
War’, page 16, owned by LWH.
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ANOTHER YEAR: JANUARY 1918
Rollestone camp was used from 1916 by Australian training battalions, particularly 
by reinforcements heading to join the AIF 2nd Division. Late in 1917 the 2nd Division 
Training Camp moved to Fovant. Presumably LWH not only assisted training others 
but received instruction to enhance his ability to act as an officer. 

While at training camps leave entitlements also provided opportunities not only to 
unwind but also to catch up with mates, even schoolmates from home in Ararat.

This may have been taken at Rollestone Training Camp

Cpl Albert Charle Toole was a pal of LWH’s from Ararat. He was ‘Killed in Action’ on 9 August 1918, a 
month short of his 21st birthday. He is buried in the Rosieres Communal Cemetery.

Are we 
down-hearted?  
No o o 
1918 LWH No 1 Command Depot 

Sutton Veny 14/1/18
Dear Lin
Just a PC to let you know that I am still going strong. Don’t forget to 
write and let me know when you can get up to London. I will get there at 
8pm on Friday night. I was up in London yesterday on escort. Things are 
very quiet. Capt Sinclair was travelling by the same train. Well Lin I will 
have to ring off. 
Your bro Albert 
What do you think of this photo
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Meanwhile the 22nd Battalion spent the winter in Belgium.

The cold, snow and frozen ground made work and training difficult but morale and 
good spirits were maintained with sports days, lectures, concerts, trips to the baths 
and helped even by the distribution of clean socks. Repairs and salvage work were 
hampered as ground began to thaw then refreeze, leaving roads like glass. Cable 
burying in these conditions was extremely difficult, made even more so when being 
carried out in a forward area.

The 22nd Battalion had moved to Romarin in January then behind the wood of 
Ploegsteert, Belgium, to a system of dugouts known as The Catacombs - an underground 
system capable of sleeping 1,200 men in bunks. Dug into the side of Hill 63 these 
tunnels and galleries, although stuffy, provided a dry bed for men fresh from the line. 
The middle of January saw them again on the front line near La Basse Ville, facing the 
town of Warneton, in an area with a reputation for heavy bombardment by the enemy. 

Continuous, heavy rain in the third week of January flooded the trenches, yet again 
creating horrendous conditions. Not only were the trenches full of mud and water 
but also the duckboards broke loose and floated away. Shelters in support lines were 
crushed in and flooded. Ration parties that had made the trip previously in one hour 
now took six hours. In many cases the water and mud was up to the men’s waists. Hot 
soup and tea provided their only relief.

A coastal retreat near the large city of Bolougne was anticipated but instead relief took 
them by train, delayed by a derailment, to billets at the ‘village’ of Selles at the end  
of January.

On 1 February 1918 the Battalion completed its 1000th day of active service from its 
embarkation on 8 May 1915.

Maps showing Hill 63, near to the Catacombs, and the surrounding towns.
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FRANCE AGAIN: FEBRUARY 1918
Early in February 1918 LWH re-joined his Battalion, at Selles, a village about 16miles 
from the coastal town of Boulogne. Training was an essential element to educate 
officers and men on all aspects of war but this transition back to the front must have 
been full of mixed emotions.

AWM 22nd Bn diary p6

LWH, possibly Lt K Anderson and 
Lt E Gorman met up for a photograph 

before their return to France.
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25/2/18  Showery in the morning, clearing up in the afternoon with sun at intervals. Work as per syllabus of training.
26/2/18 Dull day with keen wind blowing. Battalion route marched to HARLETTES to attend Gas Demonstration. Returned to billets at 5.30pm.
27/2/18  Fine day with bursts of sunshine. A&D Coys organized bombing on Bn Bombing Gd. B&C Coys as per syllabus of training for week ending 

2.3.18. Final of Brigade Football Competition was played in the afternoon between 22nd and 24th Bns on the former’s ground. A large crowd 
witnessed a fine game of football which resulted in a win for the 24th Bn by 6-15 to 2-7.

28/2/18 Fine sunny day. Battalion carried out Tactical Exercise as per operation order in the morning. Bn allotted Baths at Brigade Baths in the afternoon.

AWM 4 AIF Unit War Diaries 1914-18 war - 22nd Bn Feb 1918 p5 First diary entry as initialled by LWH 25/2/18, from SELLES

Following his return from 
training LWH began the 
first of a number of times 
that he was responsible for 
completing the official War 
Diary of the 22nd Battalion 
(as indicated by his initials in 
the margin) and for signing 
‘Tactical Exercises’ that were 
part of training. The weather, 
daily events and enemy 
activity were commented on.
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AWM 4 AIF unit war diaries 1914-18 war - 22nd 
Battalion Feb 1918 pages 67 & 71 showing the 
Tactical Exercise and signed by LWH.

Several months rest ended for the 22nd Battalion on 5 March 1918, as written by LWH in the Battalion War Diary, with their return 
to Kortepyp Camp. 
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In billets at SELLES
1.3.18  Wet miserable day. Lectures in billets by specialised officers and NCOs. The final of the A.R.A. Competition was run off at BLENQUIN  

and won by No 9 Platoon, C Coy 22nd Bn. Final results 22nd Bn 379 pts 1st 20th Bn 375 pts 2nd 28th Bn 316 pts 3rd.
2.3.18  Cold miserable day with snow at  intervals. A Coy fatigue work Filling in trenches used for Bombing instruction. B C & D Coys route  

march. Afternoon half holiday.
3.3.18  Dull day with keen wind blowing. Divine Service held in barn at SELLES. Padre Smith preached his first sermon with this Battalion. A&C 

Coys bathed during the morning. Transport moved out, travelling by road to ROMRAIN AREA. 
4.3.18  Dull day B&D Coys bathed during the morning. A&C route march. Finals of the Bn Sports run off in the afternoon. B Coy won the  

Battalion Cup. 
5.3.18  Fine day. Companies cleaning up vicinity of billets prior to move. Advance party of 6 officers & 20 O/Ranks moved forward by train to 

KORTEPYP AREA.
6.3.18  The Battalion left SELLES at 4.30am marched to LOTTINGHEM STATION and entrained. Detrained at STEENWERCK at 2.30pm & 

marched to KORTEPYP CAMP No 2. Party of 1 officer and 3 NCOs per coy proceeded to front line. (Move order attached)
KORTEPYP Camp      
7.3.18  Bright sunny day. Battalion moved from KORTEPYP Camp and entrained at 

ROMRAIN SIDING at 5.30pm on Light Railway train, detraining at RACINE 
DUMP at 6pm. Bn relieved 38 Bn AIF in front line by 10pm without incident.

Front Line
8.3.18   18th Bn AIF on our right flank 24th Bn AIF on left flank. RIVER LYS protects the 

right flank of our Bn sector. Left sector faces WARNETON. NO MAN ’S LAND lying 
between LA BASSE VILLE and the out skirts of WARNETON line is held by a system 
of posts. 

  Two coys occupy the front line. One coy in support and one in reserve. Disposition A Coy 
Right Bn sector C Coy Left Bn sector D Coy in support B Coy in reserve. Bn HQRS at ST 
YVES. Ground is dry & trenches in good order. Intelligence summary & patrol report attached.

The AWM 22nd Diaries 1918 March p 15
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Front line work commenced 
again on 11 March 1918 near 
the Catacombs, Belgium, 
facing Warneton and La 
Basse Ville. Four days were 
spent in the outposts and 
then in reserve for eight days. 
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Front Line
9.3.18  Fine day. Quiet during the day. Artillery activity increased on both sides towards and during the night. MAJOR JS DOOLEY MC took charge of 

LA BASSE VILLE defences. Intelligence summary & patrol report attached. Casualties 1 officer 3 O/Ranks K.I.A. 2 O/Ranks wounded.
10.3.18  Foggy in the morning with sun later in the day. Enemy T.M.s active during the day but quiet during the night. E artillery active during fog. 

Casualties 3 other ranks wounded. Intelligence summary & patrol report attached.
11.3.18  Fine sunny day. Our 18 pdrs active on front and support lines. Retaliation on enemy T.M.s. Inter company relief carried out. B moving into right 

Bn sector D Coy into left Bn sector A Coy moved back to support at ULTIMO CRATER and C Coy to reserve at IRON GATE.  
Casualties 1 officer 12 other ranks wounded. Intelligence summary & patrol reports attached.

12.3.18  Fine weather continues. Our artillery active. 18 pdrs firing on E front & support lines. Heavies further back. Wire was put out in front of LA 
BASSE VILLE defences. Fairly quiet during the night and work carried out without interruptions. During the day enemy artillery was active, 
harassing fire along ULTIMO AVENUE & in the vicinity of IRON GATE. Casualties NIL Intelligence summary & patrol report attached.

13.3.18 Fine day. Enemy T.M.’s active but were effectively silenced by our 18 pdrs. Other-wise fairly quiet. 
 Casualties 1 other rank wounded. Intelligent summary and patrol report attached.
14.3.18  Rained during the night but little damage was done to the trenches & water soon drained away. Sun at intervals during the afternoon. Enemy 

balloon broke away and was shot down by our airmen after crossing our line. Intelligence summary and patrol report attached.
15.3.18  Fine sunny day. Battalion was successfully relieved from the front line by the 21st AIF at 9 pm and moved back to supports where a hot meal 

was awaiting the men. H QRS and A Coy billeted at RED LODGE B C & D Coys at CATACOMBS. Quarters are very comfortable and 
everyone had a good nights rest.

Support RED LODGE & CATACOMBS
16.3.18  Fine sunny day. 180 men bathed at RED LODGE baths during the afternoon and issued with clean clothes. Fatigue work during the night. A 

fatigue party of 5 officers and 125 men under LT W McC BRAITHWAITE MC reported to MAJOR REID (21st Bn) at LA BASSE VILLE 
for work on defences. Good work was done and party returned at 1am. 50 men from B Coy on RE fatigue.

17.3.18   Fine day. 240 men bathed at RED LODGE during the morning. Clean clothes issued. 100 men under CAPT J McM MAIN working on LA 
BASSE VILLE defences. 50 men on RE fatigues. PADRE SMITH held communion service at RED LODGE.



120

D
IA

RY
 W

RI
TI

N
G

Inscription and one of the prayers added to the Prayer Book used regularly by LWH’s mother, Charlotte.

No Man’s Land.

Work parties continued throughout the month, repairing trenches, strengthening 
wiring, providing forward support in the line (24th Battalion lost 150 men in gas 
attacks on 21 March) and completing reconnaissance patrols while schools and leave 
were cancelled due to an increase in German offensive actions. From 27 March C Coy 
sent two platoons to ‘stand to’ at La Basse Ville, a platoon out on patrol and one wiring 
in front of the posts each night. 

Even though LWH was working with Headquarters staff while completing the Battalion 
Diary he was also taking his place amongst, and leading, men. As an officer LWH was 
the leader of patrols that were sent out into No Man’s Land to investigate and gather 
information regarding the opposing Front Line and to limit enemy infiltration. Records 
provide evidence of reports submitted.
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PATROL REPORT
Departure 8.45pm
Return 11.45pm 
1 O 15 ORs & Lewis Gun
Information obtained:
The ground is in a very wet condition and the night was dark which made 
it difficult to observe any distance ahead. No movement was detected until 
11 5pm when a German patrol of eight men was in the direction of No9 
Post. The patrol was allowed to come within 20 yds and was then 
engaged by the Lewis Gun. Groans were heard for a few seconds only. In 
my opinion the whole of the hostile patrol were either killed or wounded. 
Owing to the close proximity of our patrol to the Hun line, and the 
volume of MG fire which was brought to bear on us, we were unable to 
gain identification, and it was after some difficulty we regained our line. 
The encounter took place approx 50 yds from enemy wire. The Lewis 
gunner fired 4 magazines. Two of these were used searching the ground 
when flares were fired.
Task set & instructions given to patrol:
Standing Patrol Take up position 50 yds in advance of No 9 Post, astride 
railway line. Observe enemy movements in front of post and cover gaps 
until midnight.   
LW Harricks Lieut

Appendix 27 is the Patrol Report for 30/3/18 p118
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GERMAN OFFENSIVE: MARCH 1918
Word had now reached the Battalion of the tremendous German 
offensive launched again on the Somme, where battlefields won 
at such tremendous loss of life in 1916 had in a few days fallen 
once again into enemy hands. It became common knowledge 
that the Australians would be heading south once again. 

The Russian Revolution and subsequent peace treaty with 
Germany in early 1918 required Germany to leave one million 
troops to protect their ‘spoils of war’. It also became known that 
Germany was transferring a great mass of military resources 
from Russia to the Western Front. 

In March the German offensive known as ‘Michael’ was to begin 
on a long front between St Quentin in the south and Arras in 
the north, across the old Somme battlefields, then turn right to 
the Channel ports. 

Germany began what they saw as a decisive battle on 21 
March at 4.40am. It said a lot of the British command that no 
one even bothered to wake Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haigh 
when this began. Many Generals were on holidays at the time, 
which seems quite amazing, as even lowly privates within the 
Allied Army were aware that an attack was imminent. Why were 
Headquarters so unprepared and understaffed? 

On 21 March the heaviest days fighting ever began on the 
Western Front. The largest number of British prisoners was 
taken – 21,000. 

And on 23 March the Germans bombed Paris. Would they now 
win the war? If the key railway centre to Paris at Amiens was lost, 
then probably so too the war.

But on 27 March momentum began to slow as the poorly 
resourced German soldiers stopped to eat, drink and grab 
clothing.

And the Australians began to reach Albert to face the advancing 
Germans.
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On 4 April, the 22nd Battalion was on a train heading for the Somme once more, passing for a final view of 
Ypres and the Flanders region. 

The German offensive resulted in their press far into France, retaking battlefields at Albert and poised to 
attack Amiens, the pivotal rail centre leading to Paris. 

The Australian Third, Fourth and Fifth Divisions reversed the Germans attack for the first time during this 
campaign, near Amiens, and the Second Division, containing the 22nd Battalion, followed behind. 

The 22nd Battalion arrived at an almost deserted Amiens on 5 April then faced a six mile march to Bertangles. 
Early the next day, in full fighting kit with 120 rounds of ammunition and 4 sandbags per man, they were 
taken by bus to La Housoye on the main Albert-Amiens Rd. Orders then had them marching toward the front 
line near Dernancourt where they relieved the 46th & 47th Battalions who had just beaten off the German 
attack. There was very little shelter, incessant shelling, rain and virtually non-existent trenches.

The Twenty-Second took over an area overlooking Albert, where the Leaning Virgin atop the Cathedral only 
had a few days longer to remain before being shot down by Australian artillery.

‘Of the weary, muddy, and often bloody days during which the Australian Corps sweated and fought 
on the Somme, none are of more glorious memory than those of 1918, when the victorious tide of 
German invasion was stemmed and Amiens saved by Australian Divisions.’ 

Enemy attacks were expected daily and 
the weather was never good. Casualties 
were numerous due to shellfire and 
offensive patrolling. German snipers 
created many more. Constant strafing 
by the Germans using artillery or 
machine gun severed signal wires to 
forward positions that had to be re-
laid as quickly as possible, regardless of 
the danger. There was a never-ending 
amount of digging and wiring to be 
done and redone. On 14 April the 22nd 
Battalion were given four days rest 
then alternated between the front line 
and the support trenches surrounding 
Lavieville with the 21st Battalion.

In amongst all the mayhem some community minded men managed 
to acquire a small hand printing press, paper and funding to begin 
publishing a fortnightly Battalion paper called the ‘Twenty-Second’s Echo’. 
Averaging about 600 copies each edition it was greatly appreciated by 
all as it followed the unit into dugouts and trenches. The first issue was 
published on 1 April 1918. Many other groups also created publications 
throughout the war.
This is LWH’s copy of the No.1 edition of ‘The Twenty-Second’s Echo’,  
complete with cigarette burn

LWH once again on the Somme.

WT22 page 75
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Major LW Matthews in writing the April War Dairy for the 22nd 
Battalion wrote:

‘Although the Bn has not taken part in any fighting during the month 
yet it has been subjected to a rather severe strain, being forward 
practically the whole month after having completed a month’s tour in 
the front line system at WARNETON during March.
The conditions in front line system near ALBERT were far 
from ideal - the weather was not good and there was little 
shelter in the outpost line and support trenches when the Bn 
took over. Trenches (EMMA & PIONEER) were dug. Bn & 
Coy Hd Qts were constructed also RAP [Regimental Aid Post] 
and Sig. Dugout. Wire was put out in front of Outpost Line 
and PIONEER Trench.
Whilst the Bn was in Reserve at LAVIEVILLE work was 
done on HILL ROW, DARLING SUPPORT and VILLA 
RESERVE. Wire was erected in front of HILL ROW and in 
front of DARLING SUPPORT. Two new Coy Hd Qrs and 
RAP were constructed in VILLA RESERVE and the trench 
made continuous and in rear of all three trenches dugouts for 
the garrison were made.
Two reliefs took place between the nucleus at MOULLIN-
AU-BOIE and the personnel in the front line. 
The men are in good spirits and have every confidence in 
themselves when they come in contact with the enemy once 
again. 7.5.18
AWM War Diaries 22nd Battalion p9

AWM 22 Diary April 1918 p115
Map showing front line (red) and boundaries (blue) for Battalion to control behind Albert.
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LWH was the Officer in Charge of a  
C Company night patrol on 15 April 1918.

PATROL REPORT
15/4/18
Departure 12 midnight
Return 2.00 am
1 Officer 5 O.R’s
Information obtained.-
The patrol went out from right of Bn Sector and took up a position  
60 yds from our outpost line. The enemy occupies a system of posts on 
an irregular frontage with two posts, presumably listening posts, pushed 
well forward and about 120 yds from our outpost lines. Machine Gun 
posts are situated at approx. E 14 a 35 . 55 and at approx. E 14 a  
00 . 10. Flares were fired at intervals. A strong wind was blowing which 
made it difficult to locate the enemy by sound. Hammering  
& coughing was heard in vicinity of second M.G. position mentioned above.
Task set – Instructions given to patrol
Patrol of 1 officer & 5 O/Ranks.
Take up position 60 yds in advance of E 14 a 0.6 and (a) Listen  
(b) Locate enemy positions 
LW Harricks Lieut
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The rain and expected attacks at the end of the month kept the tension high and the 
strain on the men severe. The lack of facilities for bathing and lack of clean clothing 
produced a typically Australian response when underwear found in abandoned 
housing was utilised regardless of the gender to whom it originally belonged.

The destruction of previously comfortable family homes, caused by the daily shelling, 
demonstrated to the men the impact that the war was having on the civilian population. 

On 1 May the Battalion came out to Warloy then marched through Contay, Beaucourt, 
Montigny, Behencourt, and Noyelles, to Querrieu where they remained in readiness 
should the Germans break through.

N.C.O.s 22nd A.I. Battalion 1918

Area often travelled by the 22nd Battalion.

Some of the 22nd A.I. Bn
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Group of Officers 22nd A.I. Battalion
taken at Querrieu (France) in May ’18
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‘The main event during the week’s rest was the celebration of the third anniversary of the Battalion's departure from Australia. Food and drink worthy of 
the occasion were obtained with great difficulty, but the results justified the trouble taken. After dinner a concert... was received with enthusiasm by as many 
as could crowd into the semi-demolished barn which served as a theatre.’

Signatures above include:

Left side: D Miles Capt QM,
Jos P Greene Lt, EE Paterson Lt, 
Keith Sutherland, 
PJ Abercrombie, CM Bowden 2/Lt, 
WM Green 2/Lt, J Lennon Lt, 
unknown maybe Smith Capt, 
LW Harricks Lt, maybe RI Bourke Lt, 
ES Frenger Lt, H King Lt, L unknown, Eugene Gorman

Sideways: RW Groves Lt, W Braithwaite Lt

The menu signed by some of those at ‘22nd A. I. Battalion Officers’ Mess commemorating the Third  
anniversary of Leaving Australia 1915 - 1918’, while at Querrier.

Right side: EH Thewlis Lt, CJ Fulton Lt, 
JA Smith Lt, HR Stafford, Westaway Lt, 
HC Rodda Capt, HJ Sparrow Capt, 
NW MacKinnon Capt, 
WC Smith Chaplain, JS Dooley Major, 
LW Matthews Major, 
ARL Wiltshire Lt Col, KS Anderson Lt, 
LA Kennedy Capt, Harry MM Wall Lt

WT22 page 78
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On 9 May the 22nd Battalion went again to the front line, this time before Ville-sur-
Ancre and Morlancourt. Every night some portion of the line was pushed forward in 
operations known as ‘peaceful penetration’. Only those not engaging in these could 
possibly give them such a name. Peaceful penetrations consisted of patrols involved 
in sniping, harassing, shelling with gas, snatching prisoners and generally playing on 
the Germans’ nerves.

At this time an undernourished young goat was found, adopted by the Transport 
Section, bottle-fed and named “Bill”. He accompanied the Battalion in all subsequent 
moves and is seen in many official photographs. Even these small efforts of caring for 
a young goat must have been immeasurable in their impact on morale.

The enemy were active with gas-shells and machine guns while the front had again 
become relatively stagnant with no grand attacks or large advances. While the British 
were recovering the Australians continued their ‘bush tactics’. Raids were carried out 
with daring and stealth - to unnerve and capture the enemy. 

A letter from one captured German spoke of the Australians ‘who creep up to our posts 
at night like cats, killing and carrying off.’

It was common knowledge among the men that the Twenty-Second would have a 
‘major share’ in the upcoming attack to take Ville-sur-Ancre. With morale high they 
were ready for the stunt to begin on 19 May 1918.

This map indicates the area of advance 
on Ville-sur-Ancre from 9 till 19 May 

1918 by the 6th Aust. Inf. Bde.

AWM 6th Brigade War Diary May 1918 
p 127 RCDIG1004518

‘How critical this period 
was will probably never be 
realised by any but a few; 
how great the work of the 
Australian Corps appears 
from the official figures 
disclosing the numbers of 
prisoners and guns captured 
by them during the fateful 
months of April, May, and 
June, 1918.’ WT22 page 80
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The Ville-sur-Ancre attack was more than others a 22nd Battalion battle, as it was 
the only complete Battalion used. This was due to them having the best knowledge 
of the area. All four Companies were ready in order B, A, C, D covering a frontage of 
¾ mile which was considered a large distance to cover for so few men. The artillery 
began an intense creeping barrage at 2am on 19 May with the attackers following 
so closely to it that many enemy were surprised and captured. Heavy hand-to-hand 
combat followed and heavy casualties were sustained. B Company also suffered when 
part of their barrage fell short. All soon dug in on the crest of the slope overlooking 
Morlancourt, from where further peaceful penetrations occurred. 

During this attack Sgt W. Ruthven was the first member of the 6th Brigade to win the 
Victoria Cross, for his actions of bravery and initiative at Ville-sur-Ancre. He was the 
only member of the 22nd Battalion to be awarded the VC.

Although casualties were heavy, fortunately deaths were few and the successes were 
important in raising the morale of the British and deflating that of the Germans.

So important and successful was the entire operation that General Birdwood visited 
the Battalion Headquarters the following day to personally convey his appreciation to 
the men.

General Sir John Monash G.O.C. Australian Corps presenting the Victoria Cross Ribband1 to Lieut 
W Ruthven 22nd A.I Bn

1. Ribband or ribbon

German machine gun, minenwherfers etc, captured by the 22nd A.I. Bn at Ville-sur-Ancre 18 May 1918
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Men did not always remain in the same company or even Battalion. As stated by Sir John 
Monash (The Australian Victories in France 1918) ‘due to the depletion of human material’ 
it was necessary to build up units or to replace officers as others were lost or promoted.

Around 11:30 on 20 May the Twenty-Second was relieved and the Battalion Band played 
them ‘home’ along the Amiens-Albert road. Ten days were to be spent at Franvellers.

As they moved forward again the injustice of war was evident. Nightly digging parties 
continued and on one occasion a bomb in the pocket of a dead soldier was unearthed 
killing a Gallipoli veteran and wounding a Military Cross holder from the Battalion.

On 7 June an eight-day tour of duty began.

Again ‘x’ marks the spot and so this photo from LWH’s personal collection, and from the reference book “With the Twenty-Second”, indicates that he is a part of ‘C’ Company, 22nd Bn, while 
at Franvillues, France, some time in June 1918. He may have moved to C Company on his promotion to Lieutenant. 
Company photographs were taken by the Official Photographer, Captain G. Wilkins, M.C. and his staff.
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Part of a German map belonging to LWH of the area from Amiens to Bapaume. Pozieres and Morlancourt have both been underlined by LWH.
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10 June 1918
MORLANCOURT:
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MORLANCOURT: 10 JUNE 1918
Raids and reconnaissance were constantly carried out from the line. Reports show 
an excursion was led by LWH and carried out on the night of 8 June 1918, in front  
of Mericourt.

Two nights later on 10 June LWH 
led a raid in conjunction with 
an attack by the 7th Brigade. 
The following documentation 
is from the War Diaries of the 
6th Brigade and 22nd Battalion, 
outlining details from before 
and after the raid.

Point 3 is showing that 22nd 
Battalion were to submit 
proposals for the raid on 9/10 
June. This is the one carried out 
by LWH.

AWM 6th Brigade War Diaries, June 1918 p28

Patrol Report
A patrol of 1 officer and 6 O/Rks left No 8 Post at 10:15pm and pushed 
out into crop at the same time laying a wire to a point 70X in advance.
A shell hole was manned. Two men pushed forward to reconnoitre enemy’s wire.
Owing to crop it is difficult to say how thick the wire is but it is  
an obstacle.
Patrol returned through No 8 Post at 11:45pm. 
No Casualties.
Task: To reconnoitre enemy’s wire.
LWH Lt I/C Patrol
2am 8/6/18
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LWH’s Operation Order for the night 9/10 June 1918. Zero hour for raid.
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6th Infantry Bde - Report on Raid carried out by 22nd Battalion 
The arrangements as regards preliminaries were carried out in accordance with the Operation Order. The party 
consisted of Lieut L.W.HARRICKS and 33 others. Artillery barrage opened to time and throughout continued perfect 
in every aspect. The fire of the L.T.M’s was accurate and effective.
As the barrage was so good the party left our trench at plus 3 and got fairly close to it. They waited about 11/2 
minutes for the barrage to lift and then rushed the post.
The wire was breached by our artillery & T.M.s and seemed to be scanty - barbed and concertina. The post was in a 
trench which terminated in a dead end at about K7b9090.
This trench was about 3’6” deep with about 1 foot parapet camouflaged with crop. There were bivouacs of a type 
similar to our own along this trench. At about K1d9840 a C.T. goes off and down this several of the enemy run.
Our men commenced firing with revolvers and rifles when about 20X from the trench and on reaching it a Lewis gun 
from the parapet enfiladed it. The trench was mopped up from a point about 10X to the right of point of entry and 
about 40X to the left also.
The trench hereabouts was held by a garrison of about 36. Of these it is estimated that 30 were killed or left for 
dead, 6 prisoners of the 84 IR 8th Coy have been sent back to P.O.W. Cage. 1 Light MG was rushed and captured. 
The enemy seemed too surprised to offer resistance. Many were lying flat on the bottom of the trench and were 
bayonetted or shot where they lay.
The party withdrew on a whistle signal and regained our lines without casualties at plus 15.
There was no M.G. fire brought to bear evidently because the raid was so quickly carried out.
Green flares brought no immediate artillery action.
It is desired to make special mention of the splendid shooting of the artillery and the L.T.M.’s.
This and the dash with which the party worked combined to make the operation a complete success.
ARL Wiltshire Lt Col CO 22nd Battalion 
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AWM 6th Brigade 
War Diaries 
June 1918
Appendix XXIII 
p54 & signature 
from p55

22nd Battalion War Diaries June 1918 p2 & 3

10/6/18  Showery most of day, weather cleared in evening. Raided enemy 
post at night captured 6 prisoners & 1 Light Machine Gun.
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Following the raid on 10 June 1918, LWH was recognised for his bearing, enterprise and leadership of 
the raiding party by being decorated with the Military Cross. 

Brigadier-General J. Paton (2nd Division) signed the recommendation and letters of congratulations 
were received from General Sir W. R. Birdwood (Commander 1 Anzac Corps) and General H. Rawlinson 
(4th Army) upon awarding of the Military Cross.

‘On 10th June, before dark, a party in charge of Lieut. L. W. Harricks, under a heavy 
barrage of high-explosives and smoke-shell, raided the Hun line with complete success, 
killing thirty Huns and capturing 6 prisoners and a machine-gun, without suffering a single 
casualty. For this dashing operation Lieut. Harricks received the Military Cross, and a 
number of the raiders were also decorated.’ WT22 page 84
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State Parliament House, 
Melbourne. 
4 Aug 1918

Dear Dick,
My wife joins me in expressing our 
pleasure in hearing of the distinction 
won by your gallant son. I am sure 
that both his mother and yourself 
and also his sister will be delighted 
- Kindly convey to him our warmest 
congratulations and our best wishes 
for his safety and ultimate return to 
his native land.
With kindest regards to all
Yours sincerely
RF Toutcher  
[MLA to the Ararat Borough Council]

Mr Richard Harricks
Ararat

Congratulations were also sent to the family from local council members. It was also 
noted in the local Ararat newspaper that flags atop official buildings in town were 
raised and flown in congratulations on hearing of the awarding of the Military Cross to 
LWH. All awards were published in the London Gazette and newspapers.

There is a small 
plant pressed in this 
paper – I wonder 
what it is and where 
it came from?
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The Military Cross awarded to LWH.

Extract is from ‘The Official History of Australia in the War of 1914-1918, Volume V1, The A.I.F. in France’. 
War historian CEW Bean wrote the following explaining how LWH was involved in diversionary tactics on 
the flanks of the battle at Morlancourt, in June 1918.
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This article was published in the ‘Echo’ only a few days after the raid.Record of LWH’s Military Cross From the 
‘Echo’ 15th July.

Medals awarded to LWH following the war. 
Medal on right is for WW2.

Reverse of M.C.
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On 15 June the Twenty-Second moved out to sheltered trenches between 
Querrieu and La Houssoye where not even artillery fire could prevent 
frequent cricket matches.

LWH was soon back writing the Unit Diary.

LWH was also playing in cricket competitions as recorded in the ‘Echo’ 
where he enjoyed both batting and bowling with success.

From 21 June LWH was again responsible for completing the War Diary of 
the 22nd Battalion. The entries again provide a glimpse into daily activities 
while away from the front line, as do pages from the ‘Echo’.

On 23 June the Battalion had its first 
inspection by the new Australian 
Army Corps Commander, General Sir 
John Monash, where he presented 
decorations and in a stirring speech 
outlined the heavy work yet to be 
done. 

And there was still time left in the day 
for the final of the cricket competition.

The move to the Villers-Bretonneux 
sector began on 28 June when 
they marched to Glisy, occupying 
divisional reserve trenches.

21/6/18  Showery. Specialist training and work as per syllabus. 
Reconnaissance of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX area by 
officers. Inter - Coy Cricket match

22/6/18  Fine day. Work as per syllabus of Training. Half holiday.

I’m sure ‘for the raid’ refers to that conducted by LWH, showing 
that other members were also recognised with honours.
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23/6/18  Fine day. Ceremonial Parade in the morning and presentation of 
ribbands by G.O.C. Australian Corps.

24/6/18  Showery. Work as per Syllabus of Training. Afternoon Brigade 
Aquatic Sports held in Lagoon in Chateau Grounds.

25/6/18  Fine day. Work as per Syllabus of Training. Battalion Sports in 
the afternoon in Chateau Grounds. Company Championship won 
by “C” Coy with 24 points HQrs 16.

26/6/18  Fine day. Coy attack practices carried out in the morning Bn 
operation in the afternoon.

27/6/18  Cloudy but fine. Battalion bathed in the morning. Clean change 
of clothing. Afternoon recreational training.

28/6/18  Battalion moved to GLISY System and occupied trenches 
between railway line & AMIENS Road. Accommodation was 
very poor but in spite of march men set to work and made 
themselves fairly comfortable before night fall.

29/6/18 Fine day. General clean up of arms, ammunition, trenches etc.
30/6/18  Fine day. Fatigue parties out all day making barbed wire 

concertinas and burying cable in forward area. Reconnaissance of 
forward area by C.O., Adjt and Coy commanders.

AWM 22 Bn Diary June 1918 p 69-70.
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Sheet showing daily training and activity rotations completed by each 
company for the period 19 to 24 June 1918 while away from the front.
AWM 22Bn Diaries June 1918 p 44. 

Gas was regularly used so training with masks was vital.
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July 1918
HAMEL:
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HAMEL: JULY 1918
On 4 July 1918 Sir John Monash commanded all five Australian divisions together 
for the first time. With the addition of tanks and aircraft for offensive and supply 
purposes, his well-planned attack, to remove a German salient that protruded into 
the Australian lines, became known as the victory of Hamel. The attack, planned to 
last 90 minutes, was over in 93 minutes. It facilitated confidence in later offensives 
commanded by Monash.

Tanks were becoming more reliable in battle. Now 24 carrying tanks were able to 
deliver supplies and artillery - that would have previously required hundreds of men 
- with almost no risk of casualties. 

The Twenty-Second were not involved in the attack on Hamel due to its depleted 
strength but, under fire, dug communication trenches to the newly captured positions.

‘Many a man will go to his grave firmly persuaded that the Twenty-
Second Battalion has done more digging and buried more signal cables than 
any other unit in France. This arduous and fatiguing work (now nightly 
undertaken) became tiresome in the extreme, but everyone showed the 
right spirit in getting the work done first and leaving the growling until 
afterwards.’ WT22 page 85

Tanks moving into action.
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The Prime Minister of France, Georges Clemenceau personally came to congratulate 
the Australians following their success at Hamel. His speech to those around included 
the well-known words, 

“We knew that you would fight a real fight. But we did not know that from 
the very beginning you would astonish the whole continent. I have come here 
just for the very purpose of seeing the Australians. I am going back tomorrow 
to see my countrymen and tell them: ‘I have seen the Australians, I have 
looked in their eyes. I know that these men who have fought great battles 
beside us in the cause of freedom will fight alongside us again until the cause 
of freedom for which we are battling is safe for us and for our children.’”

The French Prime Minister inspection of 2nd Aust Dn Troops. M Cleminceau is known as “The Grand 
Old Man” of France. Marked also is Major L.W. Matthews, 22nd A.I. Bn.

General Rawlinson , M Clemenciau & Staff H.Q. 4th Army

General Sir H Rawlinson G.O.C. 4th Army & Staff France
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BHQ GLISY  
1/7/18  Fine sunny day. Reconnaissance of forward area by Coy officers. 

Working parties support to 6th Field Coy Eng and a Forestry 
Patrol of 1 off & 16 ORs supplied for continuous duty.

2/7/18  Fine day. Special parade held near LAMOTTE in the afternoon. 
The Prime Minister of Australia and the Minister for Navy 
accompanied by the G.O.C. A.I.F. Corps and Division were 
present and inspected the parade and afterwards addressed the 
troops.

  The 22nd Bn relieved the 20th A.I. Bn in reserve positions. 
Relief complete without incident by 11 pm. 

  Bn situated in wood and banks in O78a O29a & C. Bn HQrs 
in dug out at O75b9.8.

3/7/18  Fine day. Men employed improving trench shelters. Aircraft and 
artillery active throughout the day.

4/7/18  Successful operation carried out by 2nd & 4th Austn Division. 
Enemy retaliation on back areas light. Bn moved forward after 
dusk. Two Coys occupying VILLERS LINE, one in BANANA 
TR and one coy in PINEAPPLE SWITCH. The 17th A.I. Bge 
moved forward and occupied sections vacated by 22nd Bn.

LWH continued to write the War Diary for the 22nd Battalion until mid-July 1918.

The Hon W M Hughes (Prime Minister of Australia) and Sir J Cook (Minister for Navy) inspecting the  
6th A.I. Brigade near Lamotte, Brebiere France. 2 July 1918.
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5/7/18  Fine sunny day. Working party of 3 Officers and 100 men 
employed digging a new C.T. from old front line to newly 
captured positions. This party did excellent work and in spite 
of suffering 20% casualties completed the task allotted to 
them. 

6/7/18  Fine day and very quiet. 5th A.I. Bde relieved the 6th  
A.I. Bde in forward area. 22nd Bn remained in  
VILLERS SYSTEM.

7/7/18  Weather warm and muggy. Relieved by 19th A.I. Bn in reserve 
position. On completion of relief Bn moved back and occupied 
the AUBIGNY SYSTEM. BHQ moved to O28a1.8.

8/7/18  Dull and very close. As the AUBIGNY LINE has not been 
occupied for some considerable time, a good deal of time had 
to be spent erecting “bivvies” and trench shelters. Capt N.W. 
MacKinnon was in charge of a Cable burying party of 4 officers 
and 120 workers.

9/7/18  Showery all day. A number of gas shells fell in the vicinity 
of the AUBIGNY LINE between 10pm & 12 m/n but as 
practically the whole Bn was out on cable burying work (Capt 
H.C. Rodda MC i/c) there were no casualties.

AWM July War Dairy registered the MILITARY CROSS awarded to LWH. 
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10/7/18  Fine day. Bn temporarily attached to 7th A.I. Bde. 
Reconnaissance of positions occupied by reserve Bn Right Bde. 
Cable burying party of 4 off 100 workers supplied. 

 Capt NW MacKinnon i/c.
11/7/18  Showery throughout the day. Bn HQrs moved to O78d8.2. 

Cable burying party as usual. Capt H.C. Rodda MC in charge.
12/7/18   Fine sunny day. 
  Major W.H. Ellwood MC assumed temporary command of 

the Bn during the absence of Lt Col ARL Wiltshire DSO MC 
on leave. Lt HJ King in charge of Bn Cable Burying Party.

13/7/18  Fine day. Aircraft active throughout the day. Observation 
Balloons brought down by both sides. 

LWH was in a position 
to sign documents for 
the Captain as shown 
in this Operation Order 
dated 19/7/18 AWM 
22nd Battalion War 
Diaries July 1918 p 26.

 Lt K.S. Anderson i/c Cable burying party .
14/7/18  Showery Quiet day Capt HJ Sparrow i/c Cable burying party. 
15/7/18  Fine sunny day. Aircraft active. Cable burying party supplied as 

usual. Capt NW MacKinnon in charge of Bn party.
16/7/18  Fine day. Enemy heavily bombarded Divisional area with gas shells. 

Approx. 7000 shells fell in the area inflicting a number of casualties.
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Secret App 111 Copy No 5 
22nd Battalion Operation order No 4 8/18 
Ref Sheet 6 2 D S.S. 1/20000 7.7.18
1.  The 22nd Bn will be relieved by the 19th Bn in forward area on 

night of 7/8th inst. No sector of trench to be vacated until relieved.
2.  On completion of relief boys will move back to GLISY SYSTEM, 

taking over their old dispositions. 100yds between Platoons to be 
maintained on the march.

3.  All trench Stores, Dumps etc to be handed over receipts in duplicate 
forwarded to Battn HQrs by 9am 8th inst.

4.  Dress-Battle Order. 220 rounds SAA & 2 Bombs per man to be carried.

LWH signed the 22nd Battalion Operation Order dated 7.7.18
AWM 22nd Battalion War Diaries. July 1918 p23, 24.

A 15inch Howitzer Battery preparing for action.

Distribution 
Copies 1 – 4 Coys 
 5 File 
 6  War Diary 
 7 6th Bde 
 8 19th Bn 
 9 20th Bn

5.  L.G.s & Panniers will be dumped at O28b98 T.O. will arrange 
necessary transport. Stretchers will be carried.

6. Completion of relief to be wired to Battn HQrs in code. 
7.  Details of relief not mentioned in this Order will be mutually 

arranged between O.C. concerned.
8. Battn HQrs will be at N20d00.48
9. Acknowledge
LW Harricks 
Lieut & a/Adj 
22nd Battn AIF
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Intelligence Summary
22nd Bn 
Period 4.30pm 20 7/18
9am 21 7/18
1. Operations 
(a)  Our artillery was active throughout the period under review, shoots 

being frequently carried out on hostile support positions and roads  
in rear.

(c)  Machine Guns M.G.s were active with indirect fire from vicinity 
of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX. Our Lewis Gunners have been very 
active and have considerably reduced E.M.G. [Enemy Machine Gun] 
fire on our sector.

(d)  Aerial Activity Our aircraft patrolled front at intervals after dawn, 
Engaged by E. HA & MGs. [Enemy Heavy Artillery]

(e) Patrols See Patrol Reports attached.
(f)  Sniping One hit claimed in enemy post at (approx.) 

P32C20.25 by our garrison in post at O31d9.4
4. Hostile Artillery Activity Shelling Report attached
5.  Enemy Attitude Alert and aggressive. M.G.s were very active 

throughout the night particularly 
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 in JAFFA TR. and post near railway line at (approx) V1b75.60 
6. Enemy Defences
(a)  Work Enemy appears to have a line of outposts in advance of 

JAFFA TR. Which he is connecting up.
(d)  Flares. Flares were fired at intervals along the front decreasing after 

mid-night. 
7.  Hostile Aerial Activity
  One hostile plane patrolled along our front towards dark. Engaged 

and turned back by M.G. fire. One hostile balloon was brought down 
by our aircraft beyond MARCELCAVE at 11am 20th inst.

8.  Movement behind enemy lines. Movement has been noticed in 
windows of BAYONVILLERS CHURCH.

10. Miscellaneous
   At 9pm 3 7 7 cm shells fell in Hun front line in P32C2025.  

A white flare was immediately fired towards the rear.
 
LW Harricks Lieut 
1.O. 22nd Bn 
9.15 am 21/7/18

AWM 22nd Battalion War Diaries July 18 pg 29, 30.
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The July War Diary written by LWH showed that the Twenty-Second moved 
again to the Aubigny system on 7 July where their ability and affection for 
cable burying was again tested.

The Germans began a barrage of gas-shells in this area on 16 July, with over 
7,000 shells in a three-hour period saturating the area with mustard gas. 

On 19 July the Battalion was again in the firing line east of Villers-Bretonneux 
where by day it was quiet but machine-gun fire shattered the night. It seems 
unimaginable, but an even more intense barrage of gas-bombs occurred 
here on 22 July with fumes blown back over Headquarters and ration dumps. 

It was on this day that LWH was admitted to the 6th Australia Field Ambulance, 
sick with diarrhoea. We don’t know, but can presume that it was a result of or 
exacerbated by the gas shells. He was discharged back to duty on 26 July 1918.

These maps around Villers Bretonneux indicate just one area of detail 
required by all Brigades for all troop movement. It is interesting to note that 
here the 6th Brigade are responsible for naming trenches beginning with ‘A’ 
and therefore explains why one was named ‘ARARAT TRENCH’.

AWM 22nd Bn War Diaries July 1918 part 5 pages 50, 51.

AWM 6th Brigade Diary: LWH’s C Coy was relieved to support in ARARAT Communication 
Trench, 1 August 1918
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On 27 July, the American forces 
were allotted to Australian 
battalions for the first time in an 
effort to help the Americans gain 
experience – mostly at the nightly 
ritual of cable laying for those with 
the Twenty-Second.

Even though the Battalion thought 
they were due for relief following 
the continuous manual labour 
endured so far forward and the 
two gas attacks they experienced, 
more was to come.

The Americans were withdrawn 
from the Battalions on 5 August. 
Politics often adversely influenced 
sound plans.

The Corbie Church with numerous graves in the vicinity. (Corbie - 4km north of Villers-Bretonneux)
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X All five Australian divisions were together on the Somme 
for a successful big push against the Germans away from 
Amiens and Villers-Bretonneux. Lines showing British and 
Australian push throughout August.

LWH wrote and signed the Disposition 
Report for the Battalion, in the front line 
east of Villers - Bretonneux, on behalf of 

the commanding officer on 7 August 1918. 
AWM 22nd Diaries August 1918 p 25, 26.
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Intelligence Summary 22nd Bn 
Period 4.30pm - 9.am 7 8/18
1. Operation.
(a)  Artillery. Harassing fire from our light calibre guns brought to bear on hostile support positions 

during the period under review.
(c)  Machine Gun fire normal.
(d)  Our aircraft patrolled the front towards dusk flying at a low altitude.
 Engaged by E. A. A. [Enemy Artillery Action]

4.  Hostile Artillery Action. Normal. Shelling Report attached.
6. Enemy defences.
(b)  Light & Heavy Minenwerfers fired intermittently on the outpost line. The former falling in P32a the 

latter in P31d & P32c and were fired from direction of WARFUSSE.
6 Contd.
(c) Hostile M.G. fire slightly below normal and not specially well aimed.
(d) Flares were fired along the front at intervals. At times a considerable slackening off in the number  
 fired was observed.
7.  Hostile Aerial Activity
  Hostile aircraft dropped 4 bombs in P25c & O3.d. in the vicinity of HANGERS. At 11.15 pm.

LW Harricks 
I.O. 22nd AIBn 
9am 7 8/18 

LWH was the Intelligence Officer at this time.
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BLACK DAY FOR GERMANY: 8 AUGUST 1918
At this stage of the war there were virtually no new Australian recruits arriving, while 
most of the men remaining at the front were now moulded into a hardened and 
experienced unit.

This day, 8 August, became known as ‘The Black Day of the German Army’. For the 
Germans, it was the beginning of the end. British, Canadian and French attacks were 
also taking place with barrages so successful that thousands of Germans surrendered 
as they were pushed back toward the Hindenburg Line once again. Germany still held 
the better terrain and had strong defences, resulting in costly gains in terms of the 
number of casualties for the Allies. The 22nd Battalion Diary marked this as the ‘Day of 
attack’. They followed the 5th Brigade over heavy ground on a misty morning.

Early the next morning the Twenty-Second moved into what only a short time earlier 
had been the German front line and then advanced in artillery formation to Guillacourt.

The frontline posts also had to carry up their own rations meaning each man was 
doing the work of three.

The morale of the Germans reached a new low with a reported loss of 33,000 
casualties in just three days, of which 29,873 were prisoners. Germany was becoming 
disillusioned and lacked the high number of recruits required to reinforce an army. 
By now they only had those boys turning 18 each year to boost their numbers, and 
many appeared even younger than this. The Allies had their numbers boosted by the 
million Americans ready to join the attack. 

WT22 page 87

 ‘It was now definitely announced that the projected attack would be 
launched on 8th August, and a special Order of the Day was issued for 
circulation to all ranks which dealt upon the importance of the operations 
and their probable far-reaching consequences. Three hours before zero on 
the morning of the 8th August the Battalion evacuated the outpost line, 
leaving only a few posts of one officer and ten men each. These kept an 
anxious watch until just before dawn, when they, too, withdrew. Our 
guns then put down a smothering and demoralising barrage, and the great 
victorious attack of 8th August, 1918, was soon in full swing.’ 

Scene after a German position had been captured

Ruined village of Weincourt, Belgium. Although 
LWH had written this was in Belgium, I believe 

it is probably a photo of Weincourt, France.
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A huge 15 cm gun captured in fact from the Germans 
1918 Offensive of Harbonnieres. Harbonnieres is near 
the road from Amiens to St Quentin and is found on 
the Amiens map. It was captured by the 8th Brigade.
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German prisoners carrying Australian wounded back to a Dressing Station. German prisoners being escorted to the cage by Light Horse.
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By 17 August the Twenty-Second had pushed to within 400 yards of strong German 
posts at Herleville with orders to attack the following day. They were not successful.

Of the 90 men from the 22nd Battalion who took part in the attack, 60 were killed, 
wounded, or missing, of which seven were officers - including two Military Cross (MC) 
and one Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) recipients amongst those killed. The 
best of the best were still being lost from the ranks.

The Operation Orders detailing the relief of the Battalion on 18/19 August indicated 
that Lt LWH MC was to act as the embussing officer for their travel to VECQUEMONT. 

Only 70 fighting men of the Battalion were relieved and reached bivouacs on the 
morning of 19 August for a few days rest to re-equip, reinforce and re-organise.

But time was again found for a game of cricket. 

On 25 August orders were again given to move forward. The Twenty-Second only 
remained as a fighting Battalion with the arrival of substantial reinforcements.

Monash wanted to get past the Somme River before the ice and snow of another 
winter, otherwise the war would stall there until the spring of 1919.

Echo 1st 
September 
edition

WT22 page 87

‘The additional ground to be gained by this operation was of no particular 
value and tired men were in numbers pitifully few for the frontage allotted. 
These facts were most strongly and fully represented, but, nevertheless, 
definite orders were received to carry out the attack, and all preparations 
were at once made... ‘C’ Company (thirty all ranks) had to be retained as 
support in the front line and the remaining ninety men were faced with 
the task of assaulting the German line on a front of over half a mile. Wave 
formations were obviously impracticable and thin section groups were 
formed for the attack...
The manner in which... many unnamed heroes sacrificed their lives in a 
forlorn hope was worthy of the glorious Battalion traditions they had 
themselves done so much to establish.’
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On the evening of 26 August the Twenty-Second entered freshly captured positions 
beyond the ruined village of Cappy. The enemy was fighting rear-guard actions, often 
from isolated machine-gun posts. 

The Battalion pushed on, reaching the outskirts of Flaucourt overlooking the river 
Somme and the town of Peronne. 

The day of 30 August 1918 received special mention as the Battalion managed to 
get 24 hours of rest. A liberal issue of rum helped a good night’s sleep and to sustain 
high morale. 

Heavy shelling was experienced moving in to support near Clery-Sur-Somme on  
31 August resulting in more casualties. 

The 2nd Division (5th, 6th & 7th Brigades) had now begun its attack and eventual 
capture of Mont St. Quentin. The 6th Brigade was used as reserves, with the 21st, 
23rd & 24th Battalions cooperating in the final attack, and the Twenty-Second acting 
as carrying parties due to its low fighting numbers. 

It was a defining attack for the 2nd Division as with only low numbers the men were 
instructed to rush the German lines yelling and screaming to give the impression of 
more men than there actually were.

With very best 
wishes from Cherie. 
Aug 1918

A Bridge damaged by the Germans 
during the last retreat.

Letters and correspondence were a 
lifeline to family and friends. New 
friends met while on leave, as shown 
by this photo from Cherie Binder, 
continued contact with soldiers.

WT22 page 94

‘The constant advancing was terribly fatiguing, as sleep was a luxury, and 
the nerve strain was constant.’

WT22 page 96

‘The night of the final attack our companies worked all night through 
barrages of gas and high explosive, delivering tools, ammunition, rations, 
and water to the front-line garrisons. Before dawn they took up a  
position in close support, as the enemy was expected to deliver strong 
counter-attacks.’
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On 4 September the men of the 22nd were able to leave the trenches and cross the Somme 
where two days of marching took them to the now peaceful rest area of Cappy. A thoroughly 
good rest, with three weeks of pleasant weather, was enjoyed by most. LWH was also able to 
head to England on leave.

A Brigade Sports day organised for Friday 13 September was delayed till the following day due 
to heavy rain. Along with Lt Bazley, LWH acted as ‘Miscellaneous Judge’, but I am not sure which 
events this would entail!

Records show that on 15 September LWH proceeded on Leave to England before re-joining his 
unit on 6 October 1918.

This letter to LWH’s son Bill, explaining that these binoculars once belonged to a French soldier and were used in two 
World Wars. Engraved Lin HARRICKS1914-18.
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At this time it had been recommended that the 6,000 original volunteers still in 
battle should be given two months leave in Australia. But in September 1918 ships 
could only be found for 800 men to return home. In many cases these originals 
were the most experienced and the best soldiers, but they were still being killed at 
an alarming rate.

CEW Bean wrote that there would be no more AIF before long if the losses continued.

Due to the declining numbers it was decided that some battalions should be 
disbanded. There was much animosity toward this. Mutinies were diverted but many 
said they would rather fight till all members were gone than lose the identity they had 
fought so hard to achieve. 

The 21st Battalion was one such selected. Officers were ordered to new battalions 
but discussions continued among the troops. The NCOs, ‘in the interests of law and 

order appointed one NCO to act in the capacity of CO 21st Bn and another as Adjutant’ 
(War Diaries 6th Bde Sept 18 p27) and declined to join other battalions. It was 
determined to temporarily lay aside this disbandment prior to Lieutenant General 
Monash’s intervention ordering that battalions would remain. However under a 
scheme of company reorganisation ‘B’ Company of the 22nd was withdrawn and its 
three platoons each joined one other company of the Twenty-Second Battalion.

With LWH in England on leave, the story of the members of the 22nd Battalion still 
in France on 27 September continues, with rumours being shared of further ‘stunts’. 
By moving at night to avoid observation they arrived at Billiard Copse, near Nauroy, 
which lay well within reach of the Hindenburg Line. 

The end of September had seen successful attacks against the Germans all along the 
Western Front and the Hindenburg Line was stormed at the beginning of October.

Most decorated Airmen of the 1914-18 
Great War and number of enemy planes 
brought down by them.
Paper written and kept by LWH.
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November 1918
WAR ENDS:
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FINAL WEEKS OF WAR: OCTOBER – NOVEMBER 1918
We know that on 1 October 1918 LWH was in London, renewing friendships and no 
doubt enjoying the distractions from war. How strange an environment it must have 
been and how difficult to return, even though now an end to war seemed at last to 
be within reach.

Officers were often billeted with families while in England. I assume this led to LWH’s 
friendship with the Hornett family - perhaps established on a previous leave or even 
when attending training camp. LWH’s photos show the Hornett family at their home. 
A daughter of the family, Ruby Hornett was amongst the group who dined with 
LWH at the Royal Adelaide Gallery in London on 1 October. The Binder sisters also 
accompanied the three soldiers. No doubt it was a memorable evening.

Signatures include: Ruby Hornett, Constance A. E. Binder, Audrey C Binder, … Day ?, Perc Parkes,
LW Harricks 1/10/18
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LWH’s daughter Betty knew of Miss C Binder as Cherie or ‘Cherry’ Binder. 
She is the ‘Constance A.E. Binder’ signature on the menu and was known 
to have been a friend of LWH (also photo Aug 1918 where she refers to 
herself as Cherie).
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Back in France the Twenty-Second received orders that on 3 October they were 
to push east to the enemy’s Beaurevoir defences, with a barrage set to announce 
their attack at 4.30pm. Unfortunately the horseman with the orders didn’t arrive 
until 6.25pm. New arrangements to attack at 6.30pm had in the meantime arrived 
only seven minutes before that hour. Due to the level of experience and the highly 
trained nature of the men, all involved were ready to move on time. All objectives 
were secured and 100 prisoners taken with only 20 casualties. However two of those 
killed were MC recipients, including Capt W. Mc. Braithwaite MC who commanded C 
Company. A ’well known identity’ and D Company member ‘Scotty’ McAlpine (from 
LWH’s original Company) was also among those killed.

The struggle on 4 October was more severe than the previous afternoon with the 
objective near Geneve, just beyond the road leading to Montbrehain. Heavy opposition 
came from machine gun and heavy enemy fire, including enfilade fire, resulting in 
more costly fighting before the Battalion had completely consolidated all its objectives 
by 10am. 

These successful stunts were to be the last days spent in the front line by the Battalion 
before being relieved by the 117th American Infantry Regiment on 6 October. The 
Battalion was awarded 49 gallantry awards in this, its final fight.

Two days’ route marching then train travel took them away from the front where they 
earned a day’s rest before the Battalion were back in training. This included anti– 
gas training, physical training, bayonet fighting, close order drill, musketry, live bomb 
throwing and specialist training for Lewis Gunners and Signallers in the mornings. The 
afternoons were dedicated to visits to the baths, sports and building projects within 
the camp. 

Topography classes were also offered to NCOs. A large amount of timber was available 
so with the help of a ‘competent sapper’ from the engineers the men built a reading 
room and a large recreation hut. It was also anticipated that mess rooms with tables 
and forms [bench seats] would enable all companies to eat their meals in these huts 
during the first week of November. They were certainly not planning for the change in 
circumstances that were now imminent. 

Unfortunately, the prevalence of the influenza epidemic was causing concern.

All original ‘D’ Coy chaps. All hard cases but excellent soldiers. McAlpine 
(MM) was K.I.A. during attack near La Motte Farm early in October ’18.
‘Curly’ Barr, ‘Snowy’ Mounsey, ‘Dopey’ Anderson, ‘Bull’ McLeod &  
‘Scotty’ McAlpine
Curly, Snowy, Dopey, Bull & Scotty - How Australian!!!

This newspaper article 
was kept by LWH.
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In their last five days of fighting, 32 men of the Twenty-
Second were killed.

The Battalion marched to Roisel, entrained to Amiens 
then marched 12 kilometres to billets at St Vaast. 

Following his three weeks leave in England LWH re-
joined the Battalion on 6 October 1918. LWH joined 
his Battalion as they marched away from the front. 

The Twenty-Second would not have realised that they 
were leaving the fighting for the last time.

LWH would again return to learn of the death of so 
many more officers, companions and friends, many 
that he had known for the duration of the war.

The ground taken by Monash’s Australian Corps, 1918. Map from ‘ANZACS AT WAR’. 
The 22nd advanced over these battle fronts.

WT22 page 102

‘The 5th October was the last day spent by the 22nd Battalion in the 
firing line, for on the night of the 5th-6th October the One Hundred and 
Seventeenth American Regiment provided a relief.
The completion of this relief was delayed until the small hours of 6th 
October by a number of complications, and the Battalion can claim to 
have been one of the last - if not the last - Australian Infantry Battalion 
to be in the front line in France.’

Maps used by LWH of regions 
of France and Belgium.

The ground taken by Monash’s Australian Corps, 1918. Map from ‘ANZACS AT WAR’.
The 22nd Battalion advanced over these battle fronts.
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Map from ‘Australian Victories in France in 1918’ by Lieutenant-General Sir John Monash which describes his time 
in leadership of the Australian Army Corps, highlighting progress of front lines from March 1918 to October 1918.

Signature of Lieut LW Harricks MC, 22nd A. I. Bn in front of his  
copy of Monash’s book, ‘Australian Victories in France in 1918’ 
dated 22 March 1921.
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On 7 October LWH was responsible for writing Battalion orders advising that the 
22nd Battalion would move by train and then march to the Yzeux area.

WM War Diaries, 22nd Battalion October 1918 p 25

The little Somme hamlet of St Vaast was reached on 8 October where the Twenty-
Second spent six weeks in good billets once again reorganising, re-equipping, 
training and engaging in sports. 

It was again timetabled to disband the 21st Battalion, with all men to join the 24th 
Battalion. After many discussions and with much distain, but with the guarantee the 
Battalion would be retained once home, they conceded, this time without a hitch.

Secret 7.10.18
22nd Battalion Order No 70/18
1.  The 22nd A.I.Bn (less Transport) will move by train and March 

Route to YZEUX area entraining at ROISEL at 10.5am 7th inst 
(instance).

2.  The Ban (Battalion) will be formed up ready to face starting point 
Transport Line at 7.30am and march via HESBECOOPT - 
HERVILLY - ROISEL to entraining station. Order of march H.Q., 
A, C, D Coys.

3.  Dress Battle Order. Greatcoats to be rolled in ground-sheet and 
attached to waistebelt. Waterbottles filled. 24 hours rations to be 
carried on the man.

4.  Blankets to be rolled in bundles of 10 and placed in Coy Dumps 
ready for Transport by 7.15am.

5.  Loading Party. OC C Coy will detail a party of 4 NCOs and 24 
ORs to report to Entraining Officer TINCOORT Station at 12 noon 
today. Dress as laid down in para 3.

6. Transport arrangements issued separately.
7. Acknowledge
LW Harricks
For Lieut & Adj.
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AWM War Diary 6th Brigade October 1918 p 99 p104

A memo was issued from 6th A.I. Brigade on 12 October instructing Battalions 
to ‘organize forthwith Regimental Schools for the elementary training of Junior NCOs ’. 
Diary entries explained the reasons for this and nominated staff to run the school, 
including LWH as Adjutant.



173

W
AR'S EN

D

Chateau YZEUX 30/10/18 
A very excellent site for the Bde school was found in a hutted Camp at 62E F19d15 just on the NW outskirts of VAUX-en-AMIENS. Arrangement were just in 
hand for the assembly of the staff and the preparation of the camp with a view to assembling the first course on Saturday 2nd November. 
6th AIBde Memo 1426 - Issued - Formation of Bde NCO’s school and allotment of vacancies for the first course. - 9 Cpls (Corporals) or L/cpls (Lance 
Corporals) to each 22nd and 23rd Bns, 18 Cpls or L/cpls to 24th Bn, 4 Cpls or L/cpls to 6th ALTMBty (Australian Light Mortar Battery). 
The object of the school is to train junior NCO’s and men likely to make efficient NCO’s the latter men to be selected for their efficiency and qualities of leadership. 
The first course will last 3 weeks - succeeding courses 4 weeks. 
Instruction will be given in - General Infantry Work, Musketry, Bombing, PT and BF, Map Reading, and Lewis Gunnery. 
The following staff was selected for the School. Commandant Capt WA MARTIN MC 23rd Bn. 
Adjutant Lieut LW HARRICKS MC 22nd Bn. Instructor Lieut WH ROBERTS 24th Bn 
2 Lewis Gun, 1 Musketry, 1 Bombing, 2 General Inf, 1 PT & BF Instructor, 1 CQMs to act as school QMS

AWM War Diary
6th Brigade October 1918 
page 43



174

W
AR

'S
 E

N
D

The 22nd Battalion Diary suggested that the NCO School had begun by 21 October 1918. The General Officer Commanding (GOC) Division collected the Brigade Commander 
by car to inspect the NCO School before lunching with the 22nd Battalion on  
11 November. What a day this was to be.

One can only imagine the emotions when, finally, news was received of the  
11 November Armistice. A victorious end to the war had arrived at last.

Orders were received that the NCO School was to close on 18 November 1918 and 
staff were to report back to their units for duty in preparation to move.

‘At 10.30 the News of the armistice was received at Battalion 
Headquarters and a runner was sent to carry the good news to the 
parade and the Battalion Band marched through the village playing 
national anthems. The Australian and French Flags were hoisted on 
the spire of the St Vast Church. The afternoon was devoted to sports.’

Daily news of further victories 
reached the Battalion but on 
6 November orders came for 
them to prepare once again 
to take their place at the front 
of the battle. Even so, events 
went on as normal. 

A Brigade Gymkhana, held 
on the 8 November, saw LWH 
come second in the Three 
Furlongs Race on ‘Ginger’ and 
second for the Best Turned 
Out Officer’s Hack. 

Apparently, due to the 
inclement weather, betting 
on events was ‘dull’ and the 
mules wouldn’t ‘jump’!

From ‘The Twenty-Second’s Echo’ Nov 15

WMD 6th Brigade Nov 1918 p 10 

AWM 22nd Battalion War Diary page 7

‘It took days for the men to realise that bloodshed and the hardships 
of service were to be no more, and that thoughts could at last be 
confidently turned towards “Home”. WT22 page 103
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carried out by NCOs at the school. AWM War Diary 6th Brigade Nov 18 p 99, 100.

6th AI Brigade
Attached please find copy of Syllabus of Training for week ending 23rd 
Nov 18.
LWH Lt Adj
For Commandant 6th AI Bde NCO School
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The Battalion left the St Vaast area on 22 November hoping to be on German soil, 
but instead a 24-hour train journey and long march took them back to Bohain, near 
their last action in France. 

They were saddened to hear many stories of the mistreatment and oppression of 
the French inhabitants inflicted during the German occupation. 

A three-day march began on 26 November from Bohain through the semi-ruined 
villages to St Souplet and Favril finishing near Boulogne-sur-Helpe. LWH’s exact location 
on 26, 27 & 28 November is confirmed by dates he wrote on one of his maps of the area.

With the weather again deteriorating, time was spent playing sport whenever 
possible and carrying on with inspections, physical training, cleaning and route 
marches.

A highlight occurred on 1 December when some of the men marched by, and were 
reviewed, by King George.

Travel was again by foot when they moved once more. ‘Excellent marching’ began 
on 17 December taking them to Gourdinne, Belgium where they were made to feel 
very welcome.

Map with handwritten dates from Bohain 
showing 26, 27 & 28 November overnight 
encampment area.

Capt DT Miles QM, as the Quartermaster 
he was responsible for overseeing the 
provisions for the men as seen from his 
monthly reports in the 22nd Battalion 
Diaries. 
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To Mother & Dad From Lin

BELGIUM: DECEMBER 1918
A warm welcome greeted the Battalion on arrival at Gourdinne on 19 December, 
where they were to be billeted for two months. 

Christmas Eve saw the presentation of medals by the Prince of Wales, with 50 men 
from each company in attendance, just east of Nalinnes. At the same time a small 
party of ‘married originals’ were farewelled and wished a safe return as they began 
the welcome journey home.

Cards had been printed for the men to send home for Christmas and festivities  
were organised.
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The last Christmas Dinner Abroad 1918

Head Quarters’ Company’s Xmas Dinner Menu 1918. 
Maybe the three signatures on the left belong to waitresses: Kreneine Aeeq, Stephanie Welmiex, 
Vohy Ursule
Menu middle top: E Stowe Bottom: AG Swan
Right side Left : AR Wiltshire Lt Col, D Miles Capt QM, LW Harricks Lt, GR Mulcahy, F Victor Kirby, 
PG Clarke ?, HJ Connell , WEJ Baker, IE Glouman ?, IF Harris, CM McLennan, HE Summers, F Howell, 
H Edwards Lt, C Mance, JH Evans, LW Matthews, Keith McRae 
Right side Right: HW Stacey, A Ellis, HA Baker, GW Laidler, WC Harley, Geo B Stell, BW Buckley, 
SH Fletcher, H King ?, EH Talbot, J Graham, SB McCurdy, Les Turner Lt, F D Harrison Lt, RW Groves Lt,  
C ?, EA Davis, Keith Sutherland, BGC Davis
Right left vertical: B Sargent, J Davis 
Right Middle vertical: E Thewlis Lt

Planning for Christmas dinners, to be held in large barns that were lit with electricity, 
were soon underway. At the Headquarters’ Dinner a special treat was arranged with 
twenty ‘Mademoiselles of Gourdinne’ acting as waitresses for the event.

Company and Platoon dinners were also organised to be enjoyed by all. Thoughts 
were also of their return home.
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Signatures include:
LGA Good Lt, LW Harricks Lt, G Harris, GM Kenyon Lt, D Miles Capt,  
KS Anderson Adj, R Werrett CSM, LW Matthews Major, AR Wiltshire Lt Col,  
JC Robertson BG, JW Cowan Lt, C Flavell Blood Chaplain, Pte WT Skeehan, 
WR Meikle, Eugene Gorman
On right side: H Smith, GE Stephens, L Nicholson, FN Parke Pte,  
DW Bunworth, G Powerlett, JW Masters
Left side: Herb Walker

The’ Echo’ of 1 November 1918 tells a story of Chaplain Blood- ‘Our new Padre is a 
live wire and owns to the name of Capt CF Blood. His brother’s name is BLOOD, E.L. 
He wasn’t responsible for it, of course, but from his youth up, the Padre has been 
familiar with the sanguinary Aussie adjective.’ Fun stories were told by many!

Each Company was commanded by a Major and consisted of 3-4 Platoons + HQ 
element: 120 men in ideal times. 

This C Company Xmas Dinner menu was signed by 24 men.

We know that at various times LWH was a member of both C and D Companies. 
On enlistment he was in D company but movement was necessary as numbers 
fluctuated and when replacement officers were required.
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C Coy photo from June 18.

An invitation was sent to LWH to attend a Xmas dinner with 10 Platoon, C Company 
1918. I can only wonder if when promoted to Lieutenant, LWH worked very closely 
with them. A Lieutenant commanded a Platoon of three sections, totalling 24-48 
men. This may have been all the men that remained in Belgium from this platoon.

Those listed on this card from Charleroi were: Cpl Carter, Cpl Coleman, Cpl Lowther, L/C Kearney a,  
Pte Atherton a, Pte Bowes a, Pte Bentick, Pte Chislett b, Pte Chislett b, Pte Curline, Pte Dagg c, Pte Gregory c, 
Pte Haugh c, Pte Hawkesworth, Pte Hanks, Pte Jones, Pte Kent c, Pte Livingston GI, Pte Normington,  
Pte Speak b. The a,b & c may refer to their section.

What an amazing meal this must have been – tomato soup, boiled rabbit with potato, Brussels sprouts, 
carrots, plum pudding, trifle, cake, biscuits, cheese, cocoa and of course: cigarettes.
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To prepare soldiers for their return home the ‘Education Scheme’ was established. 
Classes in a variety of subjects were offered within the Battalion for some men while 
others left the unit to participate in ‘non-military employment’. Men were sent to 
work at a number of factories around Charleroi.

Liberal leave was given to visit Charleroi, Brussels, Paris and the United Kingdom but 
most were longing for home. As Australians were paid six shillings per day, some of 
which was sent home, they may still have had money to spend finally on ‘adventures’. 
Transport costs were covered when they were in uniform.

Meals were also organised to celebrate the end of 1918.

The men remaining were offered the opportunity to visit Germany. The Regimental 
colours were taken to be dipped in the Rhine at Cologne in February and March 
before being returned to Australia.

Signatures include:
Left: LW Harricks Lieut, AR Hampton, VF Trompf, J Nolan, H Walker, G Powerlett, JF Cugley, WA Watson,  
T Weir, PG McShane, JR McLeod, OL Cornell, JW Masters, J Lambert, Wn Scott, L Nicholson, 
Right: OG Rymer, TWH Russell, R Werrett, S Harvey, NJF Thomas, H Urquhart, RH Sutherland, SJ Tytler, 
AE Richards, J Marshall, MJ Scanlon, KE Moore, A Stewart, J Hockey, W Eccles, W Simmonds, E Seccull, 
AM Wilson 
Sideways: DW Bunworth

This menu celebrates No 9 Platoon,  
C Company at Gourdinne, Belgium  

31-12-1918. At this time the 9th Platoon 
was probably the Platoon that LWH 

commanded. It contains 36 signatures 
of those who were there to celebrate.
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QUOTAS FOR HOME: JANUARY – MARCH 1919
More men left for home on 15 and 24 January 1919. These were emotional times as 
original members severed ties with their Regiment. Demobilisation was difficult due 
to the small number of ships available to take men to Australia. It was estimated that 
it would be 12 months before all Australians would be repatriated. It was therefore 

determined that married men with children who had seen long service would be the 
first to leave followed by other married men, then those single men away from early 
1915 were prioritised. Quotas would consist of men from various Brigades – not all 
from one unit.

Nalinnes; south of Charleroi



184

Q
U

O
TA

S 
FO

R 
H

O
M

E



185

Q
U

O
TAS FO

R H
O

M
E

The beginning of a new year of peace and imminent travel back home was a time for 
group photos to be taken by the official photographer, including this group of gallant 
and decorated officers - and Bill the goat.

‘Bill’, the goat that had been found, fed and taken with the Battalion for a number of 
months, found himself in many photographs. I wonder what happened to him when 
the last group of men finally left for home?

Groups of about 1,000 men were organised into Quotas for their return home. Each 
Quota was to contain a brass band, education staff and with an organised provision 
for recreation. They were to be brought successively to camps on Salisbury Plain 
while shipping was organised. Injured men were sent home separately. LWH was a 
member of the 6th Quota. 

On 2 February 1919, LWH received his Demobilisation Movement Card authorising 
the beginning of the long awaited journey home.

LWHarricks Lt MC, EA Davis Major MC, F Howell Lt MC,  
K Sutherland Lt MC, L Turner Lt, E Thewlis Lt MC, E Gorman Capt MC, 
S Cadwell RSM (Regimental Sergeant Major)DCM MM
22 nd Bn A.I.F.
Gourdinne, Belgium, 1919

AWM War Diary 22nd Battalion February 1918 page 11
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No. 6 QUOTA 
22nd Bn AIF
Back Row: 
Hills, Smith, Thomas, Cross, Stephens MM, 
Awburn, Hill
Centre Row: 
Robinson, Henson, Habel, Sgt Taylor, Stewart, 
Peach, Cpl MacMillan, Cpl Smith, Roberts, Hoobin, 
Cannard MM
Front Row: 
‘Bill ’ the mascot, Sgt Roadknight, Sgt Topliff,  
Sgt Major Gilchrist MM & BAR, Sgt Cox MSM, 
Sgt Anderson, Lt Harricks MC, Sgt Strachan DCM MM, 
Sgt Bunting MM, Sgt Batton DCM MM & BAR, 
Sgt Jones, Cpl Savage

Personnel from 22nd Bn who formed part of  
No 6 Quota which left Belgium 3/2/19.
Taken in front of the Convent,  
Gourdinne, Belgium

Another Draft about to begin their return to Australia. 
Leaving Gourdinne, Belgium February 1919.
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Records suggest after leaving Belgium on 3 February that LWH was ‘marched out to 
England’ on 12 February. 

He departed from Le Havre at the mouth of the Seine, France, en route to Weymouth, 
England.

Harfleur is 5 km upstream of Le Havre.
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From Weymouth it was again to the Salisbury Plain and this time to the AIF camps at 
Codford from where travel around England and Scotland was possible.

Ration books were required for the purchase of 
food stuffs including meat either bought or in 
meals while on leave.

Weymouth, England.
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The photo album of LWH contains 
many sights, memories and photos of 
the men with whom he endured these 
harsh times of war. Restrictions on 
the use of cameras had been lifted on  
20 November 1918 so many more 
photos could be confidently taken.
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Back Row: Sgt Monaghan, Bunworth, Lt LWH, Warner, Cpl McDonald,  
Stephens & Outram
Centre: Lt J Cowan, Dagg, L/Cpl Trompf, L/Cpl Smith (Capt),  
L/Cpl Oldfield, L/Cpl Handley & Williams
Front: Speak, Snowden, McShane
‘C’ Coy’s FOOTBALL TEAM 1919

x marks LWH at a game of footy also showing 
Lt Kenyon, Lt Fred Howell and the umpire Lt Thewlis.

Sport remained and important activity for the men.
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Salisbury.  
Signed and dated: 
1917-18-1919.
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Views of London. Signed and dated: 1917-18-1919.

Lt Howell MC right

Travel was also taken to 
Scotland in April 1919.
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Not all went as well as had been hoped when returning men home 
to Australia. The following letter shows that earlier returning soldiers 
were making the most of their hard-fought freedom, but officers were 
encouraged to minimise the negative incidents on the way home. 

As an officer and adjutant on the ship returning home, LWH was 
expected to monitor the well-being of the men and keep them informed 
and positive about opportunities for their future.

Signed by General Sir W. R. Birdwood, 
commander. 1 ANZAC Corp.

LWH travelled to Melbourne to witness a visit from Birdwood in 1920.
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‘In all about 8000 men passed through the old 
Battalion, and of these 850 laid down their lives  
in the cause of Right and Freedom.
Its survivors, scattered all over the Commonwealth, 
will ever be proud of what their Regiment achieved. 
In the annals of the A.I.F. there will be no more 
splendid pages than those which enshrine the 
traditions of the Twenty-Second, and which tell 
of sacrifices so willingly made and of hardships and 
dangers so bravely suffered.’ WT22 page 106
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April 1919
COMING HOME:
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HOMEWARD BOUND: APRIL 1919
Before departure from England there were still communications and orders to be 
followed. As an officer and Adjutant on board ship, LWH must have overseen many a 
fun moment as well as having many responsibilities on the return voyage. 

It was not until 13 April 1919 that LWH embarked on the ‘Castalia’ from Devonport, 
Plymouth for the long awaited journey back to Australia.

The following photos indicate the route home and show some of the men, and a few 
women, on board.

It took quite a bit of reading and re-reading to finally realise that there were two ‘Gibraltar’s’ talked about, one the rock the other the ruins at Pozieres. 
The Rock, or Gibraltar, is a British Territory at the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea bordered by Spain on its north, was passed on the journey home.
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Adjutant Lt LW Harricks,  
Major J Pascoe, Col HDK Macartney

Sister Darragh, LWH, and Sister 
Moberly at Port Said.

H Qrs Staff HMAT CASTALIA 
Adjutant Lt LWH MC
2nd in Comd Major J Pascoe MC
Orderly Room Sgt - 
Sgt F C Bury MSM
QM Sgt Linklater MSM
Col HDK Macartney DSO 
Sgt Major R Werrett DCM
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Just as they did four years earlier on the way to war the troops stopped at Ceylon  
(Sri Lanka) on their way home. Feelings must have been incredibly different this 
journey with so many experiences lived and with so many mates no longer with them.

The inside front cover from a book LWH brought home, showing that he was Adjutant while on 
board HMATS 'Castalia'.

The front cover of 
a photographic 
memento brought 
home. Signed and 
dated: Colombo 
26.5.15 - 10.5.19
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Celebrations would certainly have been in order when they were finally within reach 
of their destination, debarkation in Melbourne.

LWH stepped onto Australian soil for the first time in over four years, on 30 May 1919.

We know that Richard, his father, met LWH upon his return, as Richard had applied for 
a rail ticket to Melbourne for that time.

Taken at Mt Lavinia whilst ashore at Colombo.

The menu from their last luncheon before arriving home. Among the signatures are those of Sister 
Moberly, Miss Deakin, Major Pascoe, Capt Parkes, Capt Toft, Capt Brown, Lt Renshaw and crew  
members of the SS Castalia.



202

CO
M

IN
G

 H
O

M
E

Medals that were issued to servicemen in the years after the war included the Star 
for those like LWH who enrolled in 1914/15, British War Medal and Victory medal.

Military Medals presented following the conclusion of war included a miniature set of ‘dress’ medals.  
These also include his Service Medal for WW2, which is the last round medal on the clip.
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Lindsay William Harricks enlisted on 2 February 1915, and his appointment with the 
A.I.F. was terminated on 6 August 1919. He had endured 1647 days in service for the 
war that was ‘The Great War’, the war to end all wars, which later became known as 
World War 1.

LWH’s Queen Street home in Ararat ‘Viewmont’ was later renamed ‘Morlancourt’, in 
memory of the location of his MC, as shown in the front of his photo album.

These inscriptions are inside LWH’s copy of ‘”With the Twenty-Second” A History of the Twenty-Second Battalion, A.I.F.’ 

Returned From Active Service Badge.
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Home Sweet Home –  
‘Morlancourt’ Queen Street, Ararat

And while the nightmare of 
war may have been over, the 
nightmares were not. LWH, 
along with so many others, was 
to suffer from his time at war for 
many years to come. 
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SOME MEN 
I KNEW
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MATES FROM HOME
LWH kept ‘Postcard’ photos of many he fought with and knew during these trying times. 
Not all were to return home but he kept them close. Some photos were in a small 
wooden box, others framed on his office wall. Some are easily identified but others 
are not. Unfortunately not all have endured well, but all need to be remembered. 

SECOND LIEUTENANT LOVELL WRIGHT #1989

LWH and Lovell Wright were great mates and attended the Church of England Grammar 
School together. Betty Peacock believed that he was keen on LWH’s sister Alma.

Lovell Wright died 27 February 1917 from multiple shell wounds, near Albert, France. 

He was a 2nd Lieutenant in the 23rd Battalion.

He is buried in Albert Communal Cemetery Extension Plot I M 60.

PRIVATE ROBERT KING #35 & #340

Bob King, 23rd Battalion, was invalided to Australia in January 1916 suffering with 
what was described as shock, melancholia & mental problems sustained on 30/11/15  
at Gallipoli.

He was to return following only a few months at home, returning to board ship on 16/8/16. 
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CORPORAL ALBERT (AB) TOOLE #3948

Albert and LWH both attended State School 800.

Corporal Albert Charles Toole, No. 3948, 8th Battalion, was killed on 9 August 1918, 
only a month short of his 21st birthday.

The day after reading Albert’s postcard I visited a WW1 exhibition in Ararat. Developed 
through the Shrine but travelling Victoria I found his photo on display at the Art Centre. 
It is usually located at the Langi Morgala Museum, Ararat. 

‘Son of William and Mary nee Chinnock he was a student at Ararat High School 
on enlistment. Suffered gunshot wounds to the leg, arm and shoulder in France 
20/9/1917 and after recuperating in the First London General Hospital, returned to 
the front.

Killed in action 9 August 1918. Buried Rosieres Communal Cemetery. Age 20 years 
and 11 months.

Witness statement: “I saw him wounded and he was carried into a trench and left there 
as we were advancing and could not stop to attend to our wounded. When we got to our 
objective I went back to see how he was getting on but he was dead. We buried him the next 
day near a German Cemetery and C.C.S. and I helped to put shell cases around his grave. 
We had a cross made and his name on it. This place is near Pozieres. Signed – Lieut. A.C. 
Hall.’ From Remembering the Call – Ararat and District War Memorials and those who 
served 1914-1918 page 15.

Following Albert’s death RA Harricks placed a bereavement notice in the Ararat 
Chronicle as follows:

Very dear pal of Lindsay (on active service) and dear young friend of Mr & Mrs Harricks and 
family, Ararat, 

His all, for you and me.       

His eldest brother, John Henry (Harry) died of pneumonic influenza 19/02/19 (Charleroi 
Communal Cemetery) and Alfred, who also attended SS 800 returned wounded. He 
played football with LWH in Ararat in Returned Servicemen’s Team.  

Albert is buried at Rosieres Communal Cemetery Extension, Plot II A 14.

Rosieres Communal Cemetery 
Extension, Plot II A 14.
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FROM THE TWENTY-SECOND BATTALION

CAPTAIN VICTOR ALDERSON MC LIEUTENANT HAROLD JACKSON #316

Cple HL Jackson 
‘D’ Coy 
22nd Battn

Sincerely yours V. C. Alderson

Men with an SERN up to 1220 embarked 
with LWH on the 'Ulysses'. Officers were 

not known by a serial number.
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CAPTAIN HAROLD RODDA MC #452 LIEUTENANT JOHN KOHN MC #510

Sincerely Rodda

France 12.1.18 Your Pal Jack Kohn 
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LIEUTENANT ROBERT BLANCHARD #784 MAJOR JOHN DOOLEY

Lt Robert BLANCHARD is remembered on Menin Gate 
Memorial, Ieper, Belgium.

Killed in Action 4/10/17 Wounded in May 1918 Major JS DOOLEY was repatriated to Australia. Sincerely yours R Blanchard

Yrs Sincerely 
Major JS 
Dooley 
France 
9-9-17
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MAJOR EDGAR DAVIS MC CAPTAIN INGLIS STEWART MC & BAR

His signature appears on many Battalion Diary documents.

Yours very 
sincerely 
Edgar A 
Davis  
7/3/1919

Sincerely 
yours 
I P 
Stewart
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LIEUTENANT ALEXANDER HAMPTON # 991  
SERGEANT CYRIL COX DSM #803

LIEUTENANT JAMES ETHERIDGE #816  
PRIVATE FRANK COLE #950

LWH 
A. R. Hampton
C. F. Cox
3/10/16

Lt Alexander Raymond 
HAMPTON 22nd 
Battalion 
SERN 991. CSM to 
Cadwell RSM.

Sgt Cyril Frederick 
COX – also in the  
photo with RSM 
Cadwell.

950 Pte F Cole Killed in Action 4/10/17 Broodseinde 
James Etheridge SERN 816.

Cole is remembered on Menin Gate 
Memorial, Ieper, Belgium.

Yours sincerely 
J. Etheridge & F. Cole
X Two of my boys 
on Gallipoli
‘Darkie Etheridge & 
Frank Cole
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PRIVATE JOHN GREENWOOD #823 LIEUTENANT WILLIAM GREIG #824

Died of wounds 21/6/16. Died of wounds 30/4/17.

Greig is buried at Grevillers British 
Cemetery Plot II B 10.

One of my section  
‘A bonza fellow’
No 823  
Pte J. H. Greenwood 
D Coy 
22nd Battn

Sincerely Yours 
WC Greig 1915
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LIEUTENANT HL JACKSON #316, 
CAPTAIN WH BUNNING, 
LIEUTENANT HH DE BOURBEL #3724, 
LIEUTENANT R BLANCHARD, 
CAPTAIN NW MACKINNON, 
LIEUTENANT H DOOLEY #7338

LIEUTENANT JOHN (JACK) COWAN #1018

‘A’ Coy Officers 
1. Lt HL Jackson 
2. Capt W.H. Bunning (OC) 
3. Lt H H de Bourbel 
4. Lt R. Blanchard 
5. Cpt N. W. MacKinnon 
 (2nd in command) 
6. Lt H Dooley 
France Aug 17

Sincerely Yours 
Jack Cowan  
2.5.18
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DRIVER EDMOND (TAB) TALBOT #254 (MIDDLE) 
PRIVATE FRANK HAYLE #3797 
PRIVATE FREDERICK CURNICK #13035

PRIVATE ALEXANDER ‘SCOTTY’ MCALPINE #1936

‘Yours Truly’ may be Edmond Henry Talbot from Moyston who was a member of the 
22nd Battalion and mentioned as ‘Tab’ in the letter from Gallipolii. He was sick around 
the time mentioned.

Frank Hayle #3797 Enlisted in Ararat: 14th Battalion    
KIA 12 Aug 1916, buried Villers-Bretonneux    
Frank Hayle was mentioned in a letter published in the Ararat Chronicle from (Rev) 
Corp LM Gorrie formerly from Holy Trinity, as being with Ab Toole. He wrote that he 
often sees Tom O’Neill and Albert Toole and that Lin Harricks and Lovel Wright are at 
Giza. The letter was from Egypt.

The third man may be Frederick John Curnick from Landsborough: 10th Field Ambulance.
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LIEUTENANT LESLIE TURNER #2426 CAPTAIN WILLIAM BRAITHWAITE MC 

Our ‘Mascot’ 
Sgt now Lt LF Turner 

Leuit W McC Braithwaite C Cop 22nd Battn A.I.F.  
France 23/1/17

KIA Capt.W Mc Braithwaite MC 3/10/18

Commander of C Company. Killed during the Battalion’s last engagement on the 
German Beaurevoir defences, between Estrees and Geneve. 3/10/18. Buried at 
Prospect Hill Cemetery, Gouy, France. 

Inscription states: ‘HIS LAST WORDS WERE AS HE FELL “GO ON ‘C’ COMPANY”
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CAPTAIN EUGENE GORMAN MC LIEUTENANT ANDREW FERGUSON #5795

FERGUSON was reported seriously ill with influenza October ’18 - out of danger 
November ’18. Promoted to Lieutenant December ’18.

Yours very Sincerely 
Eugene Gorman 
4/4/18

A.M.Ferguson  
1917

Three Lieutenants: LWH, may be 
Lt KS Anderson #774, Gorman

(Brigadier Sir Eugene ‘Pat’ Gorman, KBE, MC, QC)
Author of Battalion history ‘With the Twenty-Second’.
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RSM STEPHEN CADWELL DCM MM BELGIUM CROIX DE GUERRE #4669 LIEUTENANT ALFRED TAYLES

Sincerely yrs 
S Cadwell 
29-1-19

Yours  
Lt Tayles 
3/7/17

4669 RSM Stephen CADWELL DCM MM Belgium Croix de Guerre with Sgt Cox



219

SO
M

E M
EN

 I KN
EW

Lt John Archer LORIMER, 23rd Bn

Capt Timothy Bernard FARRELL MC 23rd Bn, was from Inverleigh Vic.

Major John PASCOE MC 23rd Bn returned on Castalia with LWH.

Capt Frederick Henry WARD 23rd Bn, KIA Pozieres 2 August 1916 from Shell wounds.

Lt Albert Valentine DWYER 23rd Bn, KIA Gallipoli Died of shrapnel wounds 2 December 
1915 and buried at Sea.

FROM OTHER BATTALIONS

LIEUTENANT JA LORIMER  
CAPTAIN TB FARRELL MC 
MAJOR J PASCOE MC 
CAPTAIN FH WARD 
LIEUTENANT AV DWYER

PRIVATE ROLAND HARRICKS #3256

6th Field Ambulance (Roley was a cousin of LWH from NSW)
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CAPTAIN PERCY PARKES MC & BAR 

Yours Sincerely 
PGR Parkes

Percy George Rupert PARKES
DOB: 26/4/1891 Lived in Colac

Sister Darragh, Captain Parkes and Sister Moberley  
at Port Said on their way home.

Parkes was a member of the 23rd Battalion and was at the 6th Training Camp Rollestone, dined in 
London on 1 October 1918 and also travelled home on SS Castalia with LWH.



221

SO
M

E M
EN

 I KN
EW

Sixth Brigade Officers at 6th 
Training Camp, Rollestone, 
some time between March and 
September 1917.

Lt Kellaway is remembered 
on Menin Gate Memorial, 

Ieper, Belgium.

From Left to Right
Top row - Capt Marchant, Lt Kellaway #1694: 22nd Bn, KIS Died 4/10/17, Lt Bastow 
: 23rd Bn, Lt Black #570:21st Bn, Lt Torode : 23rd Bn, Lt Reynolds: 21st Bn,  
Capt Williams: KIA 9/10/17
Middle row - Capt Jones, Capt Reed: Medical Officer, Capt Anderson: 24th Bn,  
Lt Col Forbes,: 21st Bn, Lt Roebuck ; 10th FA Dentist, Capt Chapl Bladen ; 6th Field 
Ambulance, a Methodist Minister who worked in Ararat for a time, Major Reed 
Front row - Lt Murphy: 24th Bn, Lt Quirk, Lt Lorimer: 23rd Bn
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LWH kept cigarette cases amongst his papers. The large one, with his initials, also 
contained signatures written inside.

Left side: FC Russell, Stan Gilchrist, JG Malloch, FR Castledine,  
SR Adams, K Edwards?, LW Harricks, SA Kohn, A Salmon, E Draper,  
A Stevens, LW MacDonald, CE Hildebrand, B Vaughan  
Eugene Gorman, Jack Kohn
Right side: Regn Rees, GJ Russell, HF Vawdon, ET Bazeley, JL Tallyn,  
SJ Wicks, WJ Cawthorn, PJ Abercrombie, CW Hutton, K Sutherland, 
NH Dooley, L L W?, SJ Tytler, RB Hawkins, WB Craig,  
NW MacKinnon, RS Baker, JHB Armstrong, F Howell 

MORE BATTALION MEMBERS
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LWH noted the dates of those officers of the 22nd Battalion killed during the 
war and also deaths in the years that followed till 1963. His thoughts at this time 
and the emotions that writing this must have evoked are only to be imagined.

Other lists written containing 
Battalion members.

We Will Remember Them.
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My earliest memories are from 6th March 1930, the day Bill was born. 

We lived at ‘Glenmore’, a small farm out the Avoca Road, a mile from Ararat town, 
and owned by Grandpa (John Moore) who had bought it for his son Vin for when he 
returned from the First World War, but Vin did not come home. (Killed in Palestine 
Dec 1917)

After Mum and Dad married Grandpa leased the farm to them and Dad also worked 
at Great Western railway office as a Clerk.

Dad ran sheep on the farm, also milked cows and put in some crop. I can remember 
the stables and draught horses. Grandpa gave us a white pony named Topsy and we 
all learnt to ride on her, she was very quiet. Dad killed sheep for us to eat. He was 
often home late from work and I remember holding the lantern in the killing house, 
for him to see, to skin the sheep. Marj, Bill and I always had to catch the lambs for Dad 
to cut off their tails. When Dad was milking we waited with our cups for a drink of the 
fresh frothy milk straight from the cow.

Alice, Marjory, LWH, Grandpa Harricks, Betty, Alma, Leslie Sparks (a family friend)

MEMORIES – BETTY PEACOCK (HARRICKS)

William (Bill)
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For the first 2 years of my schooling at Ararat 800, I stayed with Grandma and Grandpa 
Moore, Auntie Grace and Joan (my cousin) during the school week, at 63 Moore St. 
After that we walked, except when it was wet and Dad drove us in his car with canvas 
side windows. Sometimes we stayed at Grandmas when our parents went to a ball 
etc, but were picked up afterwards, rolled in rugs half asleep and put in the back seat 
of the car for the journey home. I remember how the canvas used to flap noisily in the 
wind on the way home.

Dad was always interested in sport and he would listen to the test cricket on the 
wireless, through all the static and we would have to be very quiet. It was broadcast 
at night from London. Dad played cricket every season but we were never taken to a 
match when we were young.

LWH and AAM  
wedding. The Bridal  
party consisted of 
Grace Moore & 
Frances Harricks 
& Alma Harricks & 
Frank Henderson.

This page is from the score book for local team scores against LWH's team the Ararat Imperials.  
It was also used by LWH to record scores from State and International matches. 
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He also dabbled in croquet.

LWH also compiled a 
scrapbook of many of 
his favourite matches 
and players, including 
this page containing 
scores attributed to  
Don Bradman

Tennis and golf were also 
popular sports with LWH.

One cricket team photo includes some from his Imperials Team: Blackman, Isaccs, 
Joyce, Harricks, White, Sanderson, Sweeney, Flavell, Blackie, Jones, Canty, OKeefe.
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Ararat Returned Soldiers Football 1919
Back: J Brady, A Hargreaves, W Brady, J Rolle | Centre: B Toole, R Gardiner, LW Harricks, D Grano, A Morris, Barrett | Front: Cook, McDonald, - , Doc Oates, Brent, Gillies | Missing: Dick Blackie, Left: Joe Faneco, Right: Allen Jones
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Dad started working at ‘Onagh’ so we moved into Ararat, 34 Vincent Street, for less 
than 2 years before going to ‘Onagh’ to live. (Grandpa Moore bought the house in 
Ararat for Mum as he had just bought one for Auntie Grace in Melbourne).

Dad lost 2 Uncles and his father within 15 months and that changed our lives. Uncle 
Bob (Robert Harricks) died first (by then Dad had given up the job at Great Western 
and was working at ‘Onagh’, can’t remember when he started at ‘Onagh’ maybe 1937) 

Then Grandpa (Richard Harricks) died in an accident.

Uncles Will, Bob & Frank  
Henderson (son of HHH)

Uncle Bob at Onagh with his 
new car. He had a chauffeur, 
Flo Sellick, as he didn’t drive 
himself!!
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The horse bolted and threw him out of the buggy he was driving, but his foot got 
caught in the reins and he was dragged some distance. He had dreadful internal 
injuries and died a few days later. Mum took us to see him but we were only allowed 
to stay a few minutes. 

Shortly after Uncle Bill died (William Harricks).

Dad took us kids into the front bedroom at Onagh, to see Bob in his coffin, but not 
Grandpa who was too badly injured and not Uncle Bill. I remember sitting on the hill 
by the cellar, with all the women for Bob’s funeral as all the cars went down the drive 
at Onagh and along the road. No women went to funerals in those days.

We shifted from Ararat to Onagh in 1939, it was a very hot summer with lots of bush 
fires. Dad and I sat on the side veranda of an evening watching the smoke down south 
and being eaten by mosquitoes, while they did not attack Mum at all. 

We (Marj and I) rode our bikes to school from Onagh and Bill rode a pony and left it in 
Grandpa Moore’s stable opposite the school. We children had a hot dinner every day 
of our primary schooling at 800 at Grandmas. She was badly crippled with arthritis 
and on a walking stick, bent over and in a lot of pain. Dad admired her greatly, she 
never complained.

We loved living at Onagh. I left school early to help Dad on the farm as so many farm 
hands had gone to the war (WW2). I helped him with the sheep work, milked cows, 
stacked bags of oats, etc. He classed the wool for years and went to sales for fine 
wool rams to improve his stock. He was not interested in machinery of any kind. 

LWH on right, his brother eighth from right on Alexander Oval, Ararat.

I remember him coming home from  
a ram sales, with an expensive ram in 
the boot of the car, only to find it dead 
on arrival.

Dad was a Major in the V.D.C. (Voluntary 
Defence Corps) during the second war 
and one day a plane got into trouble and 
landed in a paddock over the Hopkins 
river, so he and I went off to check it 
out. The pilot’s name was Crombie 
I remember and Dad organized the 
recovery of the plane and the pilot, who 
was in the Air Force.

Dad belonged to Legacy for years and 
each member was an advisor to a family 
whose husband or father had been 
killed in the war. Dad looked after Mrs 
Boyd and her two sons Frank and Ian 
for many years.

Pips gained as a Major for the VDC.
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Swaggies camped under the Cemetery Bridge, near ‘Glenmore’, when we were young 
and often came up to the house for a billy of tea and sandwich. They were never a 
threat to we children. Sometimes they cut wood for Mum.

One of the men came to the house one day and Dad recognized him as a soldier who 
was with him at the war. When he left Dad gave him a tin of tobacco with a five pound 
note inside. Years later he wrote to Dad and said that money gave him a start in life!

When Dad killed a sheep, he often gave his mother the leg and chops, life was tough 
for the elderly as there was no pension. She was a widow for 17 years and died at 89 
years old.

Dad played a lot of golf and often partnered his friend Fred Gourley who was on a 
handicap of one. Fred was a school teacher at A.H.S. (Ararat High School) and lived 
near us in Ararat. Most Saturday nights he and his wife Lyla came to our house in 
Vincent Street to play cards with Mum and Dad.

Mum could not drive the car until we shifted to Ararat, so she only shopped once 
a week and often on a Friday night when the shops were open till 9PM. Mum and 
we children spent a lot of time waiting in the car for Dad while he spent time in the 
Commercial Hotel with his mates, till 6PM closing time.

Dad was a good horseman and we children had ponies at ‘Onagh’ and did all the 
droving of sheep with our horses (no motor bikes).

We always knew when Dad’s army mates visited the house because they called him 
‘Larry’.

I remember Dad as a softie. He was always unwilling to dish out the discipline, but 
was expected to do so on his arrival home from work. Mum would say who needed 
punishment and Dad had to administer smacks on the behind to those deserving.

He was a generous man. I remember often being delighted to find sixpence in the 
bottom of boots to be cleaned.

Dad never forgot the war or his mates and lived with it, and remembered them, for 
the rest of his life.

Betty, Marjory, Bill

Bill, Lyla, Marj, Betty & Dad (Lindsay)
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I first met LWH when taken to meet the family by Bill.

The old people were still around then. Nan Harricks (Charlotte) in Queen Street, she 
was the dearest little lady. Alma still lived with her. Grandma Moore was in hospital all 
the time I knew her and I took David to visit. Grandpa Moore was a lovely man with a 
twinkle in his eye. He lived in the house down from the picture theatre at this stage. 
Lindsay’s favourite pastime was meeting his mates on a Thursday afternoon in the 
leather saddlery shop in Barkley Street for a chat. 

I remember a stinking hot Christmas when all the ‘oldies’ were on the side veranda at 
Onagh and we had to keep them cool.

When there were parties at Onagh they would roll up the carpet and Nana (Alice) would 
play the piano. The kitchen was renovated turning the smaller maids’ rooms into one 
larger room and adding all the cupboards, before Betty’s wedding, as the reception 
was held at Onagh. I was an onlooker at Betty and Bert’s wedding but was a guest at 
Marj and Laurie’s, wearing a pink dress made by Nan (my mother - Alice Campbell).

Keith Little’s parents (Molly and Ted) were great friends of LWH and Alice. They lived above 
a shop just up from where the traffic lights now are in Ararat. The girls – Betty, Marj & Joan 
Lester -would stand on the balconies to watch whatever was going on in the street!!

Lin always went to watch Bill play footy and so I often caught up with him there too.

Bill would drive Nana (his mother) in to Ararat in the blue Plymouth to play solo two 
days a week so would call in to see me while he waited. Before she got her licence 
Nana would drive in from the farm, leave the car at the picture theatre and walk up 
the street to do the shopping or visit her friend Lilly Coombes.

I worked for Mr Wild (Wild’s Chemist) and among the chores Audrey and I had to do 
Mrs Wild’s shopping, buying three lamb chops and sixpence of cat meat from the 
butcher. We even had to ride our bikes down to buy cat food if they were away on 
holidays. We also chopped the wood for the work fires to keep warm. Mr Wild got 
me to join golf and tennis because that was the lifestyle her wanted for me as a new 
migrant from England post WW2.

Bill and I would go out rabbiting with the dogs so I spent a fair bit of time at the farm 
on weekends. Other times we would put Granddad Barber in the car and take him 
out for a drive on Sundays.

THE LINDSAY I KNEW – MARJ HARRICKS (CAMPBELL)

Charlotte, Lily, LWH, Mick, Richard, 
Jinnie Bates (aunty), Alma, Bessie 
Page (cousin).

Alice and Lindsay at 
the Grampians.
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When we lived in Vincent Street, if it was a stinking hot day we would go out to Onagh 
because it was cooler in the house there, or we would go into the cellar as it was 
always cool.

The farm got a good price for wool in 1952 so LWH bought a blue vanguard. When we 
got married LWH and Bill had just bought the baler with Paul Foster. We borrowed the 
blue vanguard for our honeymoon and left LWH to finish the baling.

When Bill came back from school in Ballarat to work on the farm LWH reduced his 
workload. Then on 1 February 1959 we swapped houses. A bushfire over at Homburgs 
interrupted proceedings with wardrobes left on the veranda at Vincent Street at they 
rushed off with Billy Homburg to fight the fire.

From the time we moved to Onagh, Lin drove out every week day. He would sit in 
the kitchen for a chat and then do some work around the farm. I would often get the 
same stories over and over again, I think because everyone else no longer listened 
and I was a new ear. He would just love to come in for a chatter. I worked around him 
and wondered when he would finish so I could get on with my other work. 

On days that I went to golf, Papa would come out and collect whoever wasn’t going 
to school and drive them in to Nana, at Vincent St, to be babysat. He was tickled pink 
that I played golf too and could be a part of Chalambar. That’s why he enjoyed picking 
up the children when I went to play golf on a Wednesday.

On other days he would take whoever was at home for drives around the paddocks 
to see what was going on and to take them out of my way while I got some work done 
before I had to head in to Ararat to pick up the school kids.

Lin was mad on cricket and Bill remembered when he was young sitting in the dining 
room, ensuring that the battery was charged in the wireless so that LWH could listen 
to the cricket, particularly the English matches. His cricket scorebooks and scrap 
album demonstrate the extent of his interest as he kept meticulous records of so 
many matches.

Many hours were spent bowling to Richard in the kitchen. They used a little yellow 
plastic cricket bat over and over, so it was probably no surprise when they finally 
broke the glass pane in the kitchen door. From then on it became a plywood insert in 
the door. Lin always thought he’d turn one of his grandsons into a cricketer, and he 
did. Richard was only four when LWH died but he had started him early.

An example of match details compiled in a book and kept by LWH.
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Lin waited and waited to get his MCC membership. When it came through it was then 
too late for him to really use it, but he loved to sign the nomination forms for others. 
Lin would go down to Melbourne and stay at ‘The Vic’ for all the cricket matches well 
before he even got his membership. 

He often had to fend for himself as Nana went for holidays with different groups of 
friends. As a result he spent more time with me in those few years than with others in 
the family. LWH had no desire to go away for holidays.

LWH was a foundation member of Ararat Legacy. (Eight ex-servicemen from the Ararat 
area met with four Ballarat legatees on 10 August 1929 to discuss the objects and 
aims of Legacy and the formation of a local club. Subsequently the Ararat Legacy Club 
was formed in September 1929, only the fifth club in Victoria and eleventh established 
in Australia. Lindsay was nominated as ‘Sergeant at Arms for this inaugural year and 
served as President for the 1940/41 year.) He got great joy from the camp they ran at 
AllanVale, Great Western (at Kilpatrick’s). The shearing quarters were used as a Legacy 
camp in school holidays for children from Melbourne. They were met at the train 
station and entertained in country style for up to 10 days. Lindsay resigned to let the 
younger ones come through and take-the-reins following the end of WW2.

I always remember Lin involved with Legacy Day 
at golf. He would come out and worked in the 
office with the Legatees. Bill and I continued with 
the Legacy trophy in his honour following his 
death, and now I continue to provide the LWH 
memorial trophy.

He loved meat and Nana would make steak 
paste that he loved to eat on toast for tea. He 
loved whiskey too and would be pleased one of 
his girls likes to drink it also, even if not to the 
same extent.

LWH was a good host. He was generous to me. I couldn’t say a bad word against 
him. Papa and I had a really good friendship and he was always proud of anything I 
achieved personally, in sport or just in life.
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Ruby Wedding Anniversary: LWH (Papa) and Alice (Nana) with their grandchildren, 1963.
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This paper contains some of the verses of a song written and no doubt 
performed proudly by local members of the VDC during WW2.

LWH and Bill at ONAGH.
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NAME TITLE OR RANK SERIAL NO DECORATION PAGE

Abercrombie PJ Percy John Lt 5302 MC 128, 222
Adams SR Stanley Royston Pte 103 222
Alderson VC Victor Clarkson Capt MC 100, 106, 208
Anderson 'Dopey' David Pte 772 168
Anderson John Kemp Capt 2 221
Anderson Sidney Thomas CQMS 106 186
Anderson KS Keith Stirling Lt 774 MC 20, 74, 106,114, 127, 128, 179, 217
Armstrong JHB John Henry Brian Lt 6279 POW 18/8/18 222
Atherton Arthur Pte   51297 180
Awburn Arthur Vincent Pte 3011 186
Baker HA Harold Arthur Pte 4357 MM 178
Baker RS Ramond Sylvanus L/Cpl 2265A MM 222
Baker WEJ William Edward John Pte 4358 178
Ball A Adrian Capt 377 DCM 182
Barr 'Curly' Francis Norman Pte 2485 168
Barton G George Herbert Lt 80
Bastow Arundel Lt 221
Batton RE Robert Elliott Sgt 2493 DCM MM & Bar 186
Baudinette Archie Stanley Pte 328 20
Bazeley ET Edwin Thorburn Capt 1312 MC 80, 222
Bazley RK Robert Kenneth Lt 796 MC & Bar 182, 191, 193
Beckingsale RF Royston Froud 2/Lt 5786 100, 106
Beith D Duncan Major DSO CdeG 80
Bentick / Beattie James Ernest / James Charles Pte 50027 / 6764 180
Bill mascot - goat 184, 186, 191
Binder Audrey Miss 166
Binder Cherie Constance Miss 162, 166, 167
Birdwood WR William Riddell General Sir GCMG KCB CIE DSO ADC 138, 195
Black David Lt 570 221

INDEX OF NAMES
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Blackie Herbert James (Dick) L/Cpl 1881 64
Bladen Albert Percy Capt Chaplain OBE 221
Blanchard R Robert Lt 784 KIA 4/10/17 19, 24, 106, 210, 214
Blood C Flavell Charles Flavell Capt Chaplain 179
Bourke RI Robert Ievers Lt 1885 128
Bowden CM Charles Maxwell 2/Lt 1785 KIA 19/5/18 128
Bowes Philip Pte   6765A 180
Braithwaite WMc William McCarthy Capt 5291 MC KIA 3/10/18 106, 127, 128, 216
Brewer Edward William Lt 981 190, 193, 198
Brown AG Alfred George Capt MC 60, 190, 201
Buckley BW Benjamin Webster Pte 6925 178
Buckley Hugh Cornelius Capt K-Ac 27/4/16 19
Bunning WH William Harland Capt MC 100, 106, 214
Bunting WM William Merkara Sgt 2262 DCM 186
Bunworth DW Denis William Pte 1211 179, 181, 192
Burrage GT George Thomas Lt 1514 MC 106, 127
Bury FC Frank Chadwell Sgt 2333 MSM 199
Cadwell S RSM Stephen RSM 4669 DCM MM CdeG 184, 218
Campbell J John Donald Lt 791 KIA 9/10/17 20, 80
Cannard FJ Frederick James L/Cpl 1217A MM 186
Carter Aubrey Bailey Cpl 6050 180
Castledine FR Frederick Ronald CSM 1681 CdeG 222
Cawthorn WJ Walter Joseph Capt 344 222
Chalmers Archibald Chesterman Lt 345 MC 20
Chalmers PG Percy George Lt 1523 MC 106, 123, 127
Chapman Keith Pte 6772 191
Chislett Bertie Walter Pte   6784 180
Chislett Fredrick Arthur Pte   51562 180
Clarke School officer (UK) Lt 20
Clemenceau Georges French PM 147
Cole Frank Frank Henry Pte 950 KIA 4/10/17 212
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Coleman Thomas Samuel Cpl 6061 180
Colston Edward Murray (UK) Lt Col 20
Compton Walter George L/Cpl 1039 KIA 11/4/17 20
Connell HJ Henry James Sgt 1677A 178
Cook Sir Joseph Min Navy 148
Cooke Capt 20
Cornell OL Oswald Lynch Sgt 352 181
Cowan JW John William ( Jack) Lt 1018 24, 127, 179, 192,214
Cox CF Cyril Frederick Sgt 803 MSM 24, 72, 186, 212, 218
Craig WB Wiliam Bannerman Major MO DSO 106, 222
Cross David Arthur William Pte 2269 186
Crouch Richard  Armstrong Lt Col 19, 27
Crougey Jack Jamieson 2/Lt YMCA 110
Crozier FR Frank Rossiter H/Lt 89 81
Cugley JF James Frederick CQMS 77 MSM 181
Curline Walter Chase Pte 88 180
Curnick FJ Frederick John Pte 13035 215
Dagg Charles Pte   5451 180, 192 
Dark Eric Wyndham Lt 1685 MC 193
Darragh Alice Josephine Staff Nurse 199, 201, 220
Davis BGC Benjamin George Clemens Pte 360 178
Davis DM David Manton Lt Col CdeG 110
Davis EA Edgar Alfred Major MC 80, 100, 106, 178, 184, 211
Davis J James Driver 1532 178, 191
de Bourbel HH Harold Henry Lt 6724 106, 214
Deakin Vera Miss 201
Dodgshun Ralph Lt 586 20
Dooley H Norval Henry Lt 7338 214, 222
Dooley JS John Sylvester Major MC 80, 106, 107, 111, 128, 210
Draper E Edward Sgt 366 222
Dundas J Ernest John Lt 367 123, 127
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Dunn John Driver 982 191
Durnford Rev FH Francis Henry Major (Chaplain) MC 80, 106
Dwyer Albert Valentine Lt DOW 2/12/15 19, 219
Eccles W William Pte 5004 181
Edgington AB Arthur Benjamin Sgt 813 24
Edwards H Harold Lt 845 MC DCM MM 178
Eldridge Clifton Charles Lt 71 MM 190, 198
Elliott Albert Gordon Pte 814 20
Ellis A Allan Pte 3983 178
Etheridge J James (Darkie) 2/Lt 816 100, 110, 212
Evans JH James Herber Lt 6 80, 100, 110, 178
Fair Albert Edward L/Cpl 371 20
Farrell Timothy Bernard Capt MC 19, 219
Ferguson AM Andrew Miller L/Sgt 5795 217
Findlay Arthur William Pte 305 20
Fletcher SH Stanley Harold Pte 1145 MM 178
Forbes Frederick William Demster Lt Col CMG DSO 221
Foster John Lt 110
Frenger ES Edgar Sturn Lt 1675 128
Fulton CJ Charles James Lt 154 MC 100, 128
Gallasch A Alfred Victor Capt 804 MC 80
Gawler F Frederick 2/Lt 379 MC & Bar 100
George RI George FEA V King 196
Gilchrist Stan Stanley Crompton Sgt 1719a MM & Bar 186, 222
Godson Richard Capt (Dentist) 110
Good LGA Lindsay George Arnold Lt 603 DCM 127, 179
Gorman E Eugene Capt MC 106, 114, 127, 128, 179, 184, 189, 

217, 222
Graham J Joseph L/Cpl Driver 162 178
Green WM William Martin Lt 1529 DCM 128
Greene JP Joseph Patrick Lt MC Bar 127, 128
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Greenwood JH John Henry Pte 823 DOW 21/6/16 47, 213
Gregory Ernest Henry Pte 50054 180
Greig GO Guy Osmond Lt KIA 17/9/17 24, 100, 106
Greig WC William Cuthbertson Lt 824 DOW 30/4/17 24, 80, 213
Groves RW Robert William 2/Lt 1985 80, 100, 128, 178
Habel Otto Paul L/Cpl 1913 186
Hall Reginald Capt MC 201
Hall Sidney Francis Sgt 826 20
Hampton AR Alexander Raymond Lt 991 18, 24, 72, 181, 212
Handley Vivian Thomas L/Cpl 5024 192
Handasyde I Ivan Cyril Lt 827 24
Hanks Frederick Norris Pte 5362 MM 180
Henson Gerald David Pte 5888 186
Harley WC Walter Clarence L/Cpl 2149 178
Harricks Alma Vera Miss 3, 41
Harricks Charlotte Mrs 3, 5, 120
Harricks Frances Leland (Mick) Master 3, 14, 15, 22
Harricks LW Lindsay William Lt 833 MC 2, 3, 4, 7, 18, 20, 21, 22 40, 41, 42, 

43, 66, 72, 80, 100, 106, 110, 112, 
114, 123, 127, 128, 131, 166, 178, 
179, 181, 184, 185, 186, 192, 198, 
199, 201, 204, 206, 212, 217, 222

Harricks Richard Alfred Mr 3, 5, 30, 32, 226
Harricks R Roland Richard Pte 3256 42, 219
Harricks Thelma Lilian (Lily) Miss  3
Harris G George Pte 6949 179
Harris IF Ivor Francis Pte 4125 178
Harrison FD Francis Daniel Lt 6033 178
Harvey S Horatio Stuart T/Sgt 5720 181
Haugh (Hauff) Charles Pte  5026 180
Hawkesworth James Pte 5123 180
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Hawkins RB Reginald Beauchamp RQMS 832 MSM 24, 222
Hayle Frank T Frank Tasman Pte 3797 KIA 12/8/16 215
Hembrow Bertie Hay Lt 1946 193
Hildebrand CE Charles Ernest Pte 5976 222
Hill Pte 186
Hill Edmund Adrian DeRieu Lt 2780 MM & Bar 190, 193
Hills Robert Pte 2667 186
Hockey J John Pte 1315 181
Hogarth EG Eric Gordon Capt KIA 3/5/17 80
Hoobin (Hauban) John Pte 2338 186
Hornett Mr 167
Hornett Mrs 167
Hornett Ruby Miss 166, 167
Howell Ernest Ingless Driver 2280 191
Howell F Frederick Lt 307 MC 127, 178, 184, 192, 194, 222
Hughes Hon WM William Morris Aust PM 148
Hurrey PT Percival Toomey Capt 110
Hutton CW Charles William Lt MC 127, 189, 222
Jackson HL Harold Lyons Lt 316 18, 24, 100, 208, 214
Jones Paul Sgt 2162 186
Jones Roy Hector Capt 221
Jones William Prescott Pte 1998 180
Kearney Andrew L/Cpl   5037 180
Kellaway FG Frank Gerald Lt 1694 MC KIA 4/10/17 80, 221
Kennedy LA Leon Augustine Capt V17681 128
Kennett C Claude 2/Lt 412 DOW 17/8/16 24
Kent Eric Deacon Pte 50081 180
Kenyon GM George Maurice Lt 505 MM 179, 192
Kilpatrick WA William Alexander Lt 6554 42
King Lt 20
King Bob Robert John Pte 35 /340 21, 34, 206
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King HJ Herbert Joseph Capt 415 80, 123, 127, 128, 178
Kirby F Victor Fancis Victor L/Cpl 181 MM 178
Kirk Lionel Arthur Lt 3379 190, 193
Kohn J John ( Jack) Lt 510 MC 106, 189, 209, 222
Kohn SA Sydney Alfred Sgt 511 222
Laidler Percival James Driver 1567 191
Laidler GW Gordon William ER Sgt 6533 178
Laing RC Robert Charles Lt 844 MM 127
Lambert J John T/Sgt 4478 MM 181
Lauder Jack John Pte 845 Died 30/5/15 9
Lennon J John Lt 1592 KIA 9/6/18 128
Linklater Leonard James CQMS 770 MSM 199, 200
Lipscombe Archibald John Sgt 853 20
Littler Geoffrey Ashburner Pte 64 20
Livingston Gilbert James Pte 6442 180
Lorimer John Archer Lt 19, 219, 221
Lowther Louis Anthony John Cpl 5809 180
Macartney Alexandrina Mrs 201
Macartney HDK Henry Dundas Keith Lt Col CMG DSO 199, 201
MacDonald LW Leonard Walter L/Cpl 654 222
Mackay MN Murdoch Nish Major KIA 5/8/16 50, 58, 65
MacKinnon Neil Wishart Capt 80, 127, 128, 214,  222
MacMillan Kirby Cpl 2293 MM 186
Macneil AR Alexander Rowan Capt 746 DSO MC & Bar 110
Madden NJ Norman John Lt 1223 MC KIA 18/8/18 100, 106
Maddrell Lewin Stanhope Lt 179 MC 110
Main J McNabb John McNabb Capt 80
Mallinson R Randolph Lt 5785 POW 18/8/18 127
Malloch JG John Graham Pte 310 222
Mance C Charlie Pte 763 178
Marchant Leslie Stewart Capt 351 221
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Marshall J John Pte 4487 181
Marshall Nathan Graham Mr 37
Mason EB Ernest Bointon Lt 2359 MC & Bar 110
Masters JW John Wilkins T/Sgt 6118 179, 181
Mathews Ernest Oscar Collier Sgt 1062 20
Matthews LW Leslie William Major DSO 128, 147, 178, 179
McAlpine 'Scotty' Alexander Joseph Pte 1936 MM KIA 3/10/18 168, 215
McCartin LA Leo Aloysius Lt 517 MC KIA 18/8/18 80, 127
McCrory R Rupert Lt 2038 127
McCurdy SB Stanley Bertram Pte 6129 178
McDonald Ronald Cpl 5395 MM 192
McIntyre J John Albert 2/Lt 200 KIA 4/10/17 100, 106
McKenzie John Keith Cpl 660 190
McLennan Allan Neil Capt MC 80
McLennan CM Colin Menzies Pte 5396 178
McLeod 'Bull' John Pte 438 168
McLeod JR John Redford Pte 50098 181
McMahon Charles Frederick Driver 53 20
McRae Keith Driver 205 178
McShane PG Patrick George Driver 1401 181, 192
Meikle WR William Richard Pte 5055 179
Miles DT  Dennis Thomas Hon Capt QM 653 100, 106, 127, 128, 176, 178, 179
Miller H Henry Wood Lt 16092 127
Millett WL William Leonard Capt RMO 127
Mitchell R Ralph CSM 1 24
Moberly Gertrude Frances Sister RRC 199, 201, 220
Monaghan Gerald Laurence Sgt 78 MM 192
Monash Sir J John General 130
Moore KE Kenneth Ernest Sgt 1932 181
Mounsey 'Snowy' Alexander George Pte 860 168
Mulcahy GP Gilbert Payne CSM 1 MSM 178
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Murphy Francis William Joseph Lt 799 KIA 4/10/17 221
Murrell Charles Fowler Sgt 70 KIA 30/7/16 20
Nealer (Neiller) John Pte 69 20
Neill EVE Eric Vansittart Ernest Capt MBE 110
Newland Alfred Lindsay 2/Lt 656 KIA 8/11/16 20
Nichols Robert George Lt 363 MM 110
Nicholson L Leonard Herbert Harold Pte 4004 179, 181
Nolan J James Pte 5646 181
Normington Maurice Pte 4771 180
Oldfield Oliver William L/Cpl 1942 MM 192
Outram Hiram Winnett Pte 6869A 192
Palling Aubrey Lt 1028 KIA 3/5/17 20
Parke FN Frank Nelson Pte 5303 179
Parkes PGR Percy George Rupert Capt MC & Bar 110, 166, 201, 220
Pascoe J John Major MC 19, 193, 198, 199, 201, 219
Paterson EE Ernest Ellerman Lt MC KIA 3/10/18 100, 106, 128
Paton J John Brig Gen CMG 138
Payton Albert Sgt 7 20
Peach Albert L/Cpl 2303 186
Penna RP Reuben Pearce Capt 148 100
Pepall William Alexander Lt 2013 190, 191
Pittendrigh George Wesley Capt Chaplain 110
Pollington George David Lt 1972 MM MC 110
Porter Lt 110
Powerlett G George Pte 50119 179, 181
Quirk Eric John Lt 221
Ranson Lin Lindsay Stewart Sgt 1807 KIA 5/10/18 64
Rawlinson H Henry Seymour General Sir 138, 147
Reed Alfred Effingham Major DSO 221
Reed Joseph Stanley Major MO 221
Rees Regn Reginald William Pte 5904 222



248

N
AM

ES

Reeves Ernerst David Pte 890 20
Renshaw Harold Conrad Lt MC 191, 198, 201
Rentoul Dougal Neil Lt 1024 MC KIA 3/5/17 80
Reynolds Samuel Cpl 3225 190
Reynolds Percy Edward Lt 221
Richards AE Albert Ernest Pte 6890 181
Ridgway Mark Sgt 449 20
Rigby Henry Arthur Lt 1728 POW 18/8/18 110
Roadknight Leslie Alfred Sgt 2105 186
Roberts William Henry Pte 2364 186
Robertson JC James Campbell Brig Gen CGM DSO 179
Robinson John Richard Pte 2304 186
Rodda HC Harold Clifton Capt 452 MC 100, 106, 127, 128, 189, 209
Roebuck Stanley Richard Capt 221
Russell FC Frederick Charles Sapper/Pte 524 222
Russell GJ Garrett John Pte 5907 222
Russell TWH Thomas William Hatton Sgt 5659 181
Ruthven W William Lt 1946 VC 130
Rymer OG Oliver George Pte 50141 181
Salmon A Archibald Lt 456 127, 222
Sanbrook E Alex Ebenezer Alexander Major MO 80
Sargent B Benjamin Driver 56 178
Savage Edward Cpl 2380 186
Scammell S Sidney Lt 1989 KIA 3/5/17 80
Scanlon Herbert Douglas 2/Lt 1089 KIA 5/8/16 20
Scanlon MJ Michael John Pte 1646 181
Scott Wm William T/Sgt 5702 181
Seccull E Ernest Howard Cpl 2393 181
Sharp J Albert Henry Lt 1771 MC 193
Sherar (Sherer) William Alexander T/2Cpl 974 20
Simmonds W William Pte 687 181
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Skamp Harold Bowden Lt 40 201
Skamp Olive Lettie Henty Mrs (Nurse) 201
Skeehan WT William Thomas Pte 2418 179
Slater JH Joseph Henry Capt KIA 3/5/17 34, 80
Smith AW Alexander Wilson Lt 3948 127
Smith Arthur Frederick James Cpl 2312 186
Smith George William Pte 247 186
Smith H Harold Lt 695 MC MM 106, 179
Smith Harold George L/Cpl 2412 192
Smith JA John Anderson Lt 5683 127, 128
Smith R Robert Brig Gen CMG DSO&Bar 19, 28, 52, 53, 54, 80
Smith Robert John Valentine Pte 72 20
Smith Stephen Pte 1043 MM 20
Smith WC William Charles Capt Chaplain 127, 128
Snowden Harry Edward Driver 4228 191
Snowden Thomas Pte 2405 192
Sparrow HJ Harold James Capt 468 128
Speak Albert Andrew Pte 6898 180, 192
Speak L Leslie Robert Lt 7373 106
Spiller W Walter Capt 684 80
Stacey HW Herbert William Francis Driver 3988 178, 190
Stafford HR Howard Raymond Lt 1115 MM 127, 128
Steen John Cpl 59 20
Stell Geo B George Benjamin Sgt 6150 178
Stephens GE George Edwin Pt 2394 MM 179, 186, 192
Stevens A Alexander Sgt 251 222
Stevenson Ralph Pte 907 KIA 27/7/16 20
Stewart A Andrew Pte 1288a 181, 186
Stewart IP Ingles Peter Capt Adj MC Bar 80, 100, 127, 211
Stowe E Edward Pte 5468 178
Strachan Thomas Gray Sgt 2398 DCM MM 186
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Sullivan VJ Victor John Lt 1305 MC 190, 193, 198
Summers HE Harold Edward T/Cpl 5685 178
Summers Walter Olveston Lt 245 MC K 28/12/18 110
Sutherland Keith Keith Lt 4551 MC 106, 127, 128, 178, 184, 222
Sutherland RH Robert Henry L/Sgt 4786 181
Sutton NG Neville Graham Capt RMO 110
Swan AG Archibald George Cpl 3365 178
Swanton R Robert Lt 2254 KIA 23/7/18 127
Talbot EH Edmond Henry (Tab) L/Sgt 254 34, 178, 215
Tallyn JL John Lancey Lt 222
Tayles AE Alfred Ernest Lt 100, 106, 218
Taylor James Midford Ralph Pte 256 20
Taylor Randall Ross Lake OR Sgt 2454 186
Thewlis EH Eric Henry Lt 69 MC 106, 128, 178, 184, 189, 191, 192
Thomas Ebenezer Pt 2423 186
Thomas NJF Norman James Francis T/2Cpl 6909 181
Thorley SO Sydney Oxenham Lt 633 100, 106
Thwaites JA James Alexander Lt 5292 80, 100, 106
Toft PCG Percy John Gilbert Capt 505 MM MC & Bar 201
Toole Albert (Ab) Cpl 3948 KIA 9/8/18 64, 112, 207
Topliff James Sgt 2427 186
Torode Ernest Harrington Lt 221
Torrens John West Lt 700 MC 20
Toutcher RF Richard Frederick MLA (Ararat) 139
Townsend 190
Trangmar Herbert Stanley Lt 312 20
Trompf VJ Victor James L/Cpl 2439 181, 192
Turner LF Leslie Frederick Lt 2426 178, 184, 216
Tytler SJ Stanley John T/Sgt 5919 MM 181, 222
Urquhart H Horace Edward Pte 6422 181
Vaughan B Benjamin J T/Cpl 5979 222
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Vawdon HF Harold Frederick Pte 5961 222
Walker Herb Herbert Pte 50188 179, 181
Wall HMM Harry Melbourne Moir Lt 1064 MC KIA 27/8/18 128
Ward Frederick Henry Capt KIA 2/8/16 19, 219
Warner Horace Walter Pte 717 192
Watson WA William Albert Pte 488 181
Weir T Thomas Pte 6168 181
Werrett R Roland Charles CSM 1634 DCM 179, 181, 199
Westaway HW Harold Windsor Lt 3998 KIA 18/8/18 128
Wheatland Frank Travis Major 201
Whitear Arthur Edward Lt 1749A DCM 110
Wicks SJ Sydney John Lt 1061 222
Wilkins G George Hubert Capt MC Bar 131
Wilkinson AE Arthur Ernest Sgt 910 24
Wilkinson William Stanley Lt (Dentist) 17503 110
Williams Bert Pte 912 192
Williams Charles Morrice Capt 2089 MC KIA 9/10/17 221
Williamson Harold Sgt 61 DOW 6/8/16 20
Wilson AM Andrew Muir Pte 6921 181
Wiltshire ARL Aubrey Roy Liddon Lt Col CO CMG DSO MC 55-57, 80, 106, 127, 128, 136, 178, 179
Wolff WSG William Sydney George Capt 4256 106
Wood (Rex) Reginald Ormond Henry Pte 916 DOW 28/7/16 20
Wright Frank Leopold Lt 1029 MC 20
Wright Lovell Lovell Lawrence 2/Lt 1989 KIA 27/2/17 41, 206

Fear not that you have died for naught, 
The torch you threw to us we caught! 
And now our hands will hold it high, 

Its glorious light shall never die! 
We've learned the lesson that you taught 

In Flanders' Fields.
THE ANSWER, Lilliard, used by Legacy as the response to In Flanders' Fields.














